Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 11, 2021

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITION TERRITORY OF THE
KWIKWETLEM FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATZIE,
MUSQUEAM, SQUAMISH AND STOL:LO NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS
LAND SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION.
Summer Hymn Sing:
 #625 – Come We That Love the Lord
 I Need Thee Every Hour

Gathering
.The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
P:

C:
P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P:
C:

God, our provider,
help us.
We hold onto what is ours as if there isn't enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ
from the ways of the world.
We struggle with your teachings when they go against
our natural inclinations.
We pay attention to the cries of First Nations people
only when we are shamed by the sins of our past.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
Yet, where else can we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Turn us again to you
and free us for the life you desire for all.
Amen.

P:

Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
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C:

you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, the bread of life,
you are forgiven and loved
to be God’s love in the world.
Amen.

Gathering Song

Sometimes Our Only Song is Weeping

Sometimes our only song is weeping;
our only sound is gasping breath.
Sometimes it seems that God is sleeping
while our brief lives are bound in death.
Who hears the song our sorrows swallow
and offers hope to calm our fears?
When all our words seem frail and hollow,
God heeds the prayers within our tears.
Sometimes we catch the faintest humming,
a far-off tune our hearts know well.
Sometimes we sense the Spirit coming.
Our song returns; our voices swell.
The Spirit sings though we are shaken,
and Christ has shared our heartfelt cries.
Restored, our weary souls awaken
to join God's song that never dies.

Greeting
P:
C:

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
P:

Jesus, we have longed to know You
And all Your tender mercies
Like a river of forgiveness
Ever flowing without end
So we bow our hearts before You
In the goodness of Your presence
Your grace forever shining
Like a beacon in the night

C:
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Hymn of Praise

Prayer of the Day

Word
.God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Amos 7:7-15

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary farmer from Judah
(the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment
through Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel.
This is what [the Lord GOD] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a
plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the
Lord said,
“See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you
in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said,
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.’ ”
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy
there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of
sycamore trees, and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my
people Israel.’ ”
P:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 85:8-13

P:

C:
P:

C:

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Refrain
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
The LORD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him,
and will make a path for his steps.
Refrain

Second Reading

Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ.
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless
before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that
he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things
in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according
to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the
first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his
glory.
P:

Word of God, word of life.

C:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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P:
C:

The holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading

Mark 6:14-29

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s martyrdom. Like
John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation.
King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John
the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others
said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it,
he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But
she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him.
When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his
daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me
for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you,
even half of my kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head
of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for
the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring
John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl.
Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in
a tomb.
P:
C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day In Halls of Wealth and Power (Tune: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers)
In halls of wealth and power where shadowed deals are made,
The heartless ones devour; the helpless are betrayed.
The ones who make decisions seem confident and strong
Yet sometimes blur divisions between the right and wrong.
When Herod chose to wander from living as he should,
John preached with mighty thunder, "Repent and do the good!"
Then power danced with anger; revenge went dancing, too.
When they all join together, what evil they will do!
O God of love and justice, when we feel sure and strong,
May power never tempt us to venture toward the wrong.
In all of our endeavors, give wisdom, Lord, we pray,
That we may love our neighbors and seek your kingdom way.
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In halls of wealth and power, in home and neighborhood,
May we reject the evil and turn to what is good.
May justice dance with mercy and service dance with grace;
May nations lift the lowly till peace and love embrace.

Tune: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers MIDI
Text: Copyright @ 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.
All rights reserved. Used by permission

Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition, the pastor will say "God of grace and mercy" and the congregation will respond "hear our
prayer."

Sharing of the Peace
P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
All are invited to share a sign of peace with those with whom they are worshipping.

Meal
.God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Song
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Offering Prayer
P:

C:

Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C:
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Thanksgiving at the Table
Lord's Prayer
P:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Lamb of God

Communion is distributed
Prayer After Communion
P:

C:

Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.
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Sending
.God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
P:

C:

The blessings of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn # 710

Let Streams of Living Justice

Let streams of living justice
flow down upon the earth;
give freedom's light to captives,
let all the poor have worth.
The hungry's hands are pleading,
the workers claim their rights,
the mourners long for laughter,
the blinded seek for sight.
Make liberty a beacon,
strike down the iron pow'r;
abolish ancient vengeance:
proclaim your people's hour.
For healing of the nations,
for peace that will not end,
for love that makes us lovers,
God grant us grace to mend.
Weave our varied gifts together;
knit our lives as they are spun;
on your loom of time enroll us
till our thread of life is run.
O great weaver of our fabric,
bind church and world in one;
dye our texture with your radiance,
light our colors with your sun.
Your city's built to music;
we are the stones you seek;
your harmony is language;
we are the words you speak.
Our faith we find in service,
our hope in others' dreams,
our love in hand of neighbor;
our homeland brightly gleams.
Inscribe our hearts with justice;
your way—the path untried;
your truth—the heart of stranger;
your life—the Crucified.
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Dismissal
P:
C:

Go in peace to be the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
and Now the Feast and Celebration
All rights reserved
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
July 11, 2021
(To open hyperlinks, try right-clicking your mouse while on the link and select Open Hyperlink or Control-Click)
Flowers have been placed on the altar by Lois Forss in praise to God. Soli

Deo Gloria~To God alone be the glory!

Reopening & Summer Plans: Church council has decided that we will reopen for in-person weekly worship
services on September 12. We will be following whatever our Covid Safety Plan looks like at that time and
further details will be forthcoming. In the meantime however we will be offering 4 informal mid-week services
out on our lawn on the following Wednesdays at 7:30 pm: July 21, August 4, August 18 and September 1. We
are asking you to bring a mask and a lawn chair but there will be no need to pre-register. These services will be
in addition to the Campfire Nights (see below). We’re getting there! And we pray for your patience and
understanding as we emerge from the “Dark Ages” of the pandemic.
Good Shepherd Campfire Nights July 17th & August 14th, 7:30 pm: Come and join us for a chance to get
together around the fire (real or pretend, depending on the weather conditions.) Campfire songs and s'mores
might not be an option at the moment, but stories are welcome, and you're invited to bring your own snacks.
Contact tracing, distancing, and mask wearing will still be in effect. You're invited to bring a lawn chair. If you
don't have one, don't worry - we'll set up some chairs as needed.
First Nations Reconciliation Conversation: We will continue the conversation we started last month in which we
began to process our thoughts, feelings, and responses around the issue of First Nations reconciliation this
coming Tuesday, July 13 at 7 pm. A Zoom link will be sent out. All are welcome to participate whether you
participated last month or not.
ELCIC Bible Study: We meet next Sunday, July 18th at 9 am to discuss the book of Mark. Please pre-read the
Introduction to Mark, the Book Study Questions, and as much of the Gospel of Mark that you can, and join us
next Sunday to partake in the spirited (pun intended) conversation that will ensue. All are welcome!
Summer Hymn Sing: We continue our practice of gathering together for 10 minutes prior to our worship
service for our summer hymn sing. This is an opportunity to sing some of your favorite hymns over the summer
months. Please contact the office by phone or email, letting us know one or two of your favorite hymns and we
will try to sing them during our musical worship service prelude.
Sexism in the Church – A Letter from Bishop Mohr: You are invited to read the following letter from our synod
Bishop Greg Mohr relating to a process being developed for our synod to address the issue of sexism in the
church. You can read the letter here.
Returning to Silence: That Which Holds Everything: This 5-day silent retreat is being offered from
Friday, September 17th to Wednesday, September 22nd, with Cherie Westmoreland and Margie
Savigny. Click HERE to learn more.
FIRST NATIONS RECONCILIATION:


Fundraiser for the Indian Residential School Survivors Society: Our own Shannon Svingen-Jones is a 7th
generation Assiniboine and a Citizen of the Métis nation, who will be walking 215 km in 60 days in honour of
the children that were found in Kamloops this week, to raise funds for the Indian Residential School Society
in BC. If you are inclined to donate to this cause, know that all funds collected (100%) will go directly to the
society, and all donations receive a charitable tax receipt. To donate through Shannon’s Facebook page click
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here, or if you are not a Facebook member you can donate directly to the society through their Indian
Residential School Survivors Society website.


The Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Bill-C-15 Video Now Available: Watch the recorded video of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Bill C-15 in English or in French. To learn more about what you
can do to take action and support the implementation of Declaration Legislation in Canada, please click
here.

CARING FOR CREATION:


Youth Delegates Observe Negotiations On the Road to COP26: Four young delegates of The Lutheran World
Federation (LWF) who had attended the 2019 UN Climate Change Conference
COP25 in Madrid, Spain, had the opportunity to observe negotiations earlier this
month. To read the full news story, please click here.
(Photo: LWF/Albin Hillert)





For the Love of Creation's Faith-In-Action Campaign: For the Love of Creation's faith-in-action campaign
mobilizes people across Canada to reduce household greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and demonstrate
support for increased federal climate action. To join and take action now, please click here.
Kids Pray, Too! World Day of Prayer 2021: The Women's Inter-Church Council of Council (WICC) provides a
video resource for World Day of Prayer 2021. Kids Pray, Too! is a video service led by, for, and with young
people and those who love them across Canada. To read more information click here.

Last Week at Church

This Week At Church (Note 1)
This Sunday…. Worship Service with Holy Communion live-streamed
at 10:30 am – Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(View here for GSLC’s YouTube Channel)
Tuesday……….. First Nations Reconciliation Conversation at 7 pm
Wednesday.... Prayer Gathering at 1 pm
Thursday……… Happy Hour at 4 pm
Next Sunday… Worship service with Holy Communion live-streamed
at 10:30 am – Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(View here for GSLC’s YouTube Channel)
Note 1: Most events are pre-recorded or ZOOM events. Links to
these events will be sent out weekly. Contact the office if you do
not receive these email links.
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(Financial info from July 4, 2021)
Total Offering
- General Offerings
- Designated Gifts

$

3,125.00

$
$

2,920.00
205.00

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Convention registration is now open for all Lay
and Rostered Delegates!
Click on the following link to register:
https://form.jotform.com/210745031956252
Registration Deadline is September 21, 2021
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Welcome to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
We welcome you to worship today. It is our prayer that you sense the joy that is present in
Jesus Christ. God loves and values each of you without conditions attached. We bring our joys
and needs before God, trusting in God's presence.

1504 Sprice Avenue, Coquitlam, BC, V3J 2P6
Phone: 604-936-2939
goodshepherd@telus.net www.gslcc.ca
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

Pastor Eric Krushel Cell:
Office:

604-220-5450
604-936-2939

General Office Hours
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

We always recommend phoning before stopping by.
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