Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 22, 2021

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE
KWIKWETLEM FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATZIE,
MUSQUEAM, SQUAMISH AND STOL:LO NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS
LAND SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION.
Summer Hymn Sing:
 # 763 – My Life Flows On in Endless Song
 # 629 – Abide With Me

Gathering
.The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
P:

C:
P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P:
C:

God, our provider,
help us.
We hold onto what is ours as if there isn't enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ
from the ways of the world.
We struggle with your teachings when they go against
our natural inclinations.
We pay attention to the cries of First Nations people
only when we are shamed by the sins of our past.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
Yet, where else can we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Turn us again to you
and free us for the life you desire for all.
Amen.

P:

Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
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C:

you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, the bread of life,
you are forgiven and loved
to be God’s love in the world.
Amen.

Gathering Song # 523
Refrain:

Let Us Go Now to the Banquet

Let us go now to the banquet,
to the feast of the universe.
The table's set and a place is waiting;
come, ev'ryone, with your gifts to share.

I will rise in the early morning;
the community's waiting for me.
With a spring in my step I'm walking
with my friends and my family. Refrain
God invites all the poor and hungry
to the banquet of justice and good
where the harvest will not be hoarded
so that no one will lack for food. Refrain
May we build such a place among us
where all people are equal in love.
God has called us to work together
and to share ev'rything we have. Refrain

Greeting
P:
C:

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
P:

Jesus, we have longed to know You
And all Your tender mercies
Like a river of forgiveness
Ever flowing without end
So we bow our hearts before You
In the goodness of Your presence
Your grace forever shining
Like a beacon in the night

C:
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Hymn of Praise

P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Word
.God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is the primary word
used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the
relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and
the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Now
therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of
the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is
the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and
who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the
peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in
the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”
P:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 34:15-22
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P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:

The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,
and his ears are open to their cry.
The face of the LORD is against evildoers,
to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears,
and rescues them from all their troubles.
Refrain
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted,
and saves the crushed in spirit.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD rescues them from them all.
He keeps all their bones;
not one of them will be broken.
Refrain
Evil brings death to the wicked,
and those who hate the righteous will be condemned.
The LORD redeems the life of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.
Refrain

Second Reading

Ephesians 6:10-20

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on Christians to be
equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the
gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit.
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on
that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around
your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to
quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God.
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in
supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make
known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare
it boldly, as I must speak.
P:

Word of God, word of life.

C:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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P:
C:

The holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading

John 6:53-69

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and drink his
blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on
the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important
question: “To whom shall we go?”
Jesus said “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life
in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for
my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I
in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because
of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But
the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at
Capernaum.
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But Jesus, being
aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were
to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” For
Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him.
And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the
twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the
words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”.
P:
C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day # 810

O Jesus, I Have Promised

O Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me,
my master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.
Oh, let me feel you near me;
the world is ever near.
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear.
My foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
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but, Jesus, then draw nearer
to shield my soul from sin.
Oh, let me hear you speaking
in accents clear and still
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will.
Now speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
now speak and make me listen,
O Guardian of my soul.
O Jesus, you have promised
to all who follow you
that where you are in glory
your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
oh, give me grace to follow,
my master and my friend.

Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition, the pastor will say "God of grace and mercy" and the congregation will respond "hear our
prayer."

Sharing of the Peace
P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with those with whom they are worshipping.
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Meal
.God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Song

Offering Prayer
P:

C:

Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C:
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Thanksgiving at the Table
Lord's Prayer
P:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Lamb of God
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Communion is distributed
Prayer After Communion
P:

C:

Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.

Sending
.God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
P:

C:

The blessings of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn # 638

Blessed Assurance

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
Refrain:

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain
Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain

Dismissal
P:
C:

Go in peace to be the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
and Now the Feast and Celebration
All rights reserved
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
August 22, 2021
(To open hyperlinks, try right-clicking your mouse while on the link and select Open Hyperlink or Control-Click)
Flowers have been placed on the altar by Bob and Elinor Knudson in celebration of Elinor’s 75th birthday on
August 25th and Bob’s 76th birthday, just celebrated on August 18th.
Summer Plans and Fall Reopening: The following worship and social events have been approved by Church
council, and will be operating under whatever Covid Safety Plans look like at the time the event takes place:
Wednesday, September 1 @ 7:30 pm – Informal, mid-week worship service out on our lawn (*)
Sunday, September 12 – Full return to in-person, weekly worship services in the Sanctuary. Details to follow.
* Wear a mask and bring a lawn chair. If you don't have one, don't worry - we've got chairs to set up as needed.
Volunteer Opportunity - Worship Readers: Until we begin our practice of using sign-up sheets for worship
assistants, please contact the office if you would like your name to be added to the list of people who would be
willing to read the First, Psalm and Second Readings during the worship service.
Summer Hymn Sing: We continue our practice of gathering together for 10 minutes prior to our worship
service for our summer hymn sing. This is an opportunity to sing some of your favorite hymns over the summer
months during our musical worship service prelude. All are welcome to join us. Hymn lyrics will be projected.
Emergency Appeal for Haiti: The ELCIC together with Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) is inviting you to
pray for the people of Haiti, and to consider making a gift. Donations received will provide emergency shelter,
sanitation, hygiene, and trauma care for those affected. Individuals and congregations wishing to support relief
efforts can donate as follows:
 Make a designated offering donation for "Haiti Crisis" through any ELCIC congregation.
 Send a cheque made payable to CLWR and mailed to CLWR, 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B
0W5. Please indicate that you wish to contribute to "Haiti Crisis."
 Call CLWR at 1-800-661-2597 (locally at 204-694-6502), Monday to Thursday, 9:00-16:00 CDT to donate by
credit card or go online at: clwr.org/Haiti
FIRST NATIONS RECONCILIATION:


WICC is Committed to Healing in Indigenous Communities via Awakening Grants: The Women's InterChurch Council of Canada (WICC) provides grants to help fund work that supports Indigenous women in the
following areas: Addressing gender-based violence, economic justice, health, cultural education, child
welfare, advocacy, anti-racism, peace. Their Projects promote these values: self-sufficiency, the growth of
Indigenous languages and cultures, awareness of underlying causes of suffering, empowerment of women,
the ability of women to develop their full potential, culturally safe education and training for Indigenous
women. Please click here to discover how they have used funds to help the healing of others in the past.

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESOURCES:


WCC’s Thursdays in Black invites you to participate in a series of ‘Bible Studies by Ambassadors’: which
began on August 5th to help people reflect on and respond to gender-based violence. The first series of six
reflections has been launched to recognize National Women's Month in South Africa. The reflections which
will be shared weekly, provide diverse perspectives which can be used by individuals and churches. Susan
Mark Zira from the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria offers the first study, "Speak Out Boldly" based on
Numbers 27:1-11. ELCIC Bishop Susan Johnson is a Thursdays in Black Ambassador.

- 10 -



WCC Recordings Lift Up Anti-Racist Theology: The World Council of Churches and Council for World
Mission held an online ecumenical event called Anti-racist in Christ? Ecumenical Christian Repentance,
Reflection and Action on Racial Discrimination and Xenophobia to lift up anti-racist theology. Watch
recordings of the various panels when you click here.



Citizens for Public Justice: The unprecedented heat wave in western Canada has impacted many individuals
and communities. The Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ) posted on its website an article titled Unprecedented
heat wave demands unprecedented action, which talks about this current issue and the call to take this as
an opportunity to call on the government to take a decisive action. To find out more, please click here.

Last Week at Church

This Week At Church (Note 1)

(Financial info from August 15, 2021)
This Sunday…. Summer Hymn Sing at 10:20 followed immediately with
Worship Service with Holy Communion live-streamed at Total Offering
$ 1,980.00
10:30 am – Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
- General Offerings
$ 1,960.00
(View here for GSLC’s YouTube Channel)
- Project Contingency $
20.00
Thursday……… Happy Hour at 4 pm
Next Sunday… Summer Hymn Sing at 10:20 followed immediately with
Worship Service with Holy Communion live-streamed at
10:30 am – Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
(View here for GSLC’s YouTube Channel)
Note 1: Most events are pre-recorded or ZOOM events. Links to
these events will be sent out weekly. Contact the office if you do
not receive these email links.
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Welcome to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
We welcome you to worship today. It is our prayer that you sense the joy that is present in
Jesus Christ. God loves and values each of you without conditions attached. We bring our joys
and needs before God, trusting in God's presence.

1504 Sprice Avenue, Coquitlam, BC, V3J 2P6
Phone: 604-936-2939
goodshepherd@telus.net www.gslcc.ca
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

Pastor Eric Krushel Cell:
Office:

604-220-5450
604-936-2939

General Office Hours
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

We always recommend phoning before stopping by.
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