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Third Sunday in Season of Creation       September 19, 2021 

 Gathering 
.The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Litany 

P: The heavens declare the glory of God.  
C: ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƛǿƻǊƪΦ  

P: ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎƘƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ  
C: Let us join with creation in praising God.  

P: God of all creation, who guides us through  
  every time and season,  
C: we bless you and praise you for the gift of life in your good, created world.  

P: Grant to us humility to so order our lives that we may honour you  
  among all peoples, nations, and created things. 
C: Restore us to right and wholesome relationship with our fellow living creatures.  

P: Teach us to see and hear your power in the winds and waves,  
  to feel your mercy in the warm sun and the cool breeze, 
C: that we may glorify your goodness and live rightly in your creation.  

P: We pray to you through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
  who lives and reigns with You and the Spirit,  
   Three in One, One in Three, now and forever.  
C: Amen.  

Gathering Song   # 532 Gather Us In 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
we are the old who yearn for your face; 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE  
KWIKWETLEM FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATZIE, 
MUSQUEAM, SQUAMISH AND STOL:LO NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS 

LAND SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION. 
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gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

Here we will take the wine and the water, 
here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
not in some heaven, light years awayτ 
here in this place the new light is shining, 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone  

Greeting  

P: God, maker of the day, be with us; God, raiser of Jesus, raise a new day among us. God, giver of the 
 Spirit, light our lives! 
C: Amen  

Rise Up and Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rise up good friends now is the hour 
Sunlight will shower hope for the day 
Rise from your sleep and keep your dreams with you 
Let the liƎƘǘ ƪƛǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƻŦǘΩ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΦ 
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Rise with the world curled up awaiting 
End to the hating, day full of grace 
Rise up in song, the long night is ending 
Now God is sending peace to this place. 
 
 
 
A ς MEN   A ς MEN A -----    MEN.  AςMEN  A--MEN A---- MEN 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

 Word              
.God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Time 

First Reading  Jeremiah 11:18-20 
¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced DƻŘΩǎ word to Judah but was met 
with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 

 It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; 
  then you showed me their evil deeds. 
 But I was like a gentle lamb 
  led to the slaughter. 
 And I did not know it was against me 
  that they devised schemes, saying, 
 ά[Ŝǘ us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
  so that his name will no longer be ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΗέ 
 But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, 
  who try the heart and the mind, 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause.  

P: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 54 
 
 

 

 

P: Save me, O God, by your name, 
 and vindicate me by your might. 
 Hear my prayer, O God; 
 give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 For the insolent have risen against me, 
 the ruthless seek my life; 

Music and Lyrics from Matins 

Copyright @ 1985 by Ray Makeever 

All  rights reserved. Used by  permission 
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 they do not set God before them. 
C: Refrain 

P: But surely, God is my helper; 
 the LORD is the upholder of my life. 
 He will repay my enemies for their evil. 
 In your faithfulness, put an end to them. 
 With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; 
 I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
 For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
 and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 
C: Refrain 

Second Reading  James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and desires, we 
manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others. 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness 
born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to 
the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is 
envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 

  Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings 
that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 
something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not 
ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will 
draw near to you. 

P: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

P: The holy Gospel according to Mark. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Reading Mark 9:30-37 
WŜǎǳǎΩ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ definition 
of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is 
servanthood. 

[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was 
teaching his disciples, saying to them, ά¢ƘŜ Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill 
him, and three days after being killed, he will rise ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ But they did not understand what he was saying and 
were afraid to ask him. 
  Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ά²Ƙŀǘ were you arguing 
about on the ǿŀȅΚέ But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the 
greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of ŀƭƭΦέ Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 
ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me 
but the one who sent ƳŜΦέ  
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P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day    O God, Creator of All Things (Tune: All Beautiful the March of Days) 

 O God, Creator of all things, the earth belongs to you! 
 In love, you place it in our hands and give us work to do. 
 "Take care of what is mine!" you say. "Build up and don't destroy." 
 When we find courage to obey, your earth is filled with joy. 

 You move, O Lord, in mighty wind; your rivers ever run. 
 The earth contains great heat within; there's power in the sun. 
 Creation holds great energy that's plentiful and clean. 
 May we find in your gifts the key to keep creation green. 

 We thank you, Lord, for neighbors' lands that grow organic food, 
 For co-op stores and produce stands that seek the common good, 
 For biking trails that clear the air, and trees that clean it, too, 
 For gardens plots that neighbors share, for all who work for you. 

 You give us minds to use for you and hands to lift  in prayer; 
 You make us strong, creative, too, for your creation's care. 
 As we recycle and conserve and advocate and pray, 
 May all we do show thanks and love for what you give this day.  

Creation Care Creed 

We believe and trust in God, all-powerful Creator and Sustainer, 
 who fashions the heavens and the earth and all that is in them, 
 who provides in generous abundance all that is needed  
  for the whole of creation to thrive,     
 who grieves at the way we neglect and spoil his masterpiece,  
  and calls us to account,  
 who, like a loving parent, sees our weakness and yet persists in love. 

We believe and trust in Jesus Christ, 
 who was born like us, choosing to share our humanity  
  with its joy and its pain, 
 who lived an earthly life, affirming and celebrating the goodness  
  of the physical world,     
 who died and came back to life to show us that in sacrifice  
  lie the seeds of freedom and hope, 
 who returned home to his father ς his earthly work complete.  

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit, 
 who breathes life and purpose into all living things, 
 who calls us to join in the work of sustaining and renewing the earth, 
 who transforms our hearts and minds,  
  empowering us to be faithful  stewards, 
 who will  lead us home at the end of our age.  

We commit ourselves to live day by day in the light of these beliefs,  
 cherishing the earth and labouring for its healing and renewing,  

Tune: Traditional English melody MIDI  

Text: Copyright @ 2012 by Carolyn Winfrey 

Gillette. All  rights reserved. Used by permission 
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 in loving obedience to God,  
 following the example of Jesus Christ,  
 and seeking the help of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
After each petition, the pastor will say "Good and loving God" and the congregation will respond "hear our 
prayer."  

Sharing of the Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 

All are invited to share a sign of peace with those with whom they are worshipping. 

 Meal               
.God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

Offering Hymn   #  For the Beauty of the Earth v 1 & 2 

 For the beauty of the earth, 
 for the beauty of the skies, 
 for the love which from our birth 
 over and around us lies:  

 Refrain: Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
  this our sacrifice of praise. 

 For the wonder of each hour 
 of the day and of the night, 
 hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 
 sun and moon and stars of light:   Refrain 

Offering Prayer 

P: God of abundance, 
 you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
 and manna to rain from the heavens. 
 Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
 Unite them with the offering of our lives 
 to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift  them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

Adapted from ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƻn Care /ǊŜŜŘέ © Lynda Taylor ς 
August 2007  lynda_and_nigel.taylor@ntlworld.com 
Original text at: https://atyourservice.arocha.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/06/Creation-Care-Creed.pdf 

mailto:lynda_and_nigel.taylor@ntlworld.com
https://atyourservice.arocha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Creation-Care-Creed.pdf
https://atyourservice.arocha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Creation-Care-Creed.pdf
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C:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

Lord's Prayer 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will  be done,  
    on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
    who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music and Lyrics from Journey to Hope ï a liturgy of grace 

and promise - Copyright @ 2020 by Lorna Myskiw Yeates 

All  rights reserved. Used by permission 
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Communion is distributed 
Directions for Communion: Any adult or child who believes that Christ is present in this meal is welcome to 
participate. At the tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ direction, you are invited to eat the wafer distributed to you in the baggie. The Pastor 
will come around with a tray of individual glasses of wine and grape juice. Please stay in your seat to receive. If 
you prefer grape juice please take an individual glass from the centre ring of the tray. 

Communion Hymn  #  468  Around You, O Lord Jesus 

Around you, O Lord Jesus, 
your own you gather still 
to share the feast you give us 
with grace our lives to fill. 
You say to us so lovingly, 
ά¢ŀƪŜΣ ŜŀǘΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅΗ 
Take, dǊƛƴƪΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƻŘΗέ 

We hear your invitation, 
and heed, O Lord, your call; 
your word of consolation 
is spoken here to all. 
It draws us to your loving heart; 
it brings to us your blessing, 
which never will depart. 

We are your own forever; 
until our final breath 
we will be true and never 
in joy, in grief, in death 
depart from you, for you are still 
among your people dwelling, 
as you have said you will. 

Prayer after Communion 

P: Lord of life, 
 in the gift of your body and blood 
 you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
 Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
 bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Who Are We  

Refrain: 

 

 

Music and Lyrics from Journey to Hope ï a liturgy of grace and promise. 

 Copyright @ 2020 by Lorna Myskiw Yeates. All  rights reserved. Used by permission 
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Refrain 
Continued: 

 
 
 
 

Verse 1 & 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd verse: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sending      
.God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Music and Lyrics from Matins 

Copyright @ 1985 by Ray Makeever 

All  rights reserved. Used by  permission 
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Blessing 

P: May God who established the dance of creation,  
 Who marvelled at the lilies of the field, 
 Who transforms chaos to order, 
 Lead us to transform our lives and the Church  
 To reflect DƻŘΩǎ glory in creation. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Song   #  538 The Lord now sends us forth  

The Lord now sends us forth  
with hands to serve and give, 
to make of all the earth  
a better place to live.  Repeat 

The angels are not sent  
into our world of pain 
to do what we were meant  
to do in Jesus' name; 
that falls to you and me  
and all who are made free. 
Help us, O Lord, we pray,  
to do your will today.  Repeat 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Make this world a home for all. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
  

From sundaysandseasons.com. and 
Matins @ 1985 by Roy Makeever 
and Journey of Hope ς a liturgy of 
grace and mercy @ 2020  by Lorna 
Myskiw Yeates. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
September 19, 2021 

(To open hyperlinks, try right-clicking your mouse while on the link and select Open Hyperlink or Control-Click) 

Flowers have been placed on in gratitude and praise to God for this wonderfully created world in which we live. 

In-Person Worship: Public Health Safety protocols currently limit the available seating in our Sanctuary. While 
these temporary measures are in place, please call or email the office weekly to reserve your seats.  

Book Club: The book club meets this afternoon at 2:30 pm at the IŀƴǎŜƴΩǎΦ We expect all attendees to be 
vaccinated. Please bring a mask. The book to be discussed is Resisting Structural Evil by Cynthia D. Moe-Lobeda. 
The book for October is Wintering: the power of rest and retreat in difficult times by Katherine May. 

Visioning Day!: Our visioning process will continue with a Visioning Day we have set for Saturday October 16 
from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. We will be led through a reflection of the data from our cottage meetings back in the 
Spring by Rev. Kathy Martin, Assistant to the Bishop for our BC Synod. Our plan at the moment is to make this a 
hybrid event, with both in-person and online participation possible. We are still working out those details. So for 
now mark this date on your calendar, stay posted, and plan to join us as you are able. 

Bishop Greg is retiring: Read Bishop DǊŜƎΩǎ letter of retirement here, or view his video message here. 

Calling all Artists: We are inviting all artists to draw a picture or write a poem that we can put on our Season of 
Creation banners. The theme is ά! Home for All - Humans and Non-IǳƳŀƴǎέΦ These can be dropped off to the 
office during regular office hours (10am -2pm) or put through the mail slot of the main church door. Our artistic 
renderings will be stapled weekly onto the Season of Creation banners. 

Reconciliation Conversation: Over the summer we began a conversation about reconciliation and what that 
might look like. The conversation continues this month, on Thursday, September 30th at 7 pm. Zoom link will be 
sent out later. Let the office know if you ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ attended before but would like to join now. 

THEOLOGY 101 (Fall Church Programming): What is theology? How do we understand and learn about God, 
Christ, and God's relationship with us? Who is Jesus, and why does it matter? 

On Thursday nights, October 7 - November 4, 7-8 pm, we will explore these questions, and more, in a Zoom 
conversation on theology. We will use materials developed by the LTS Lay Academy. The cost of the material is 
$19, and you can order it here, Core Theology I - The Lay Academy LIFT. If this is too much for your budget right 
now, please contact Elina - the church will gladly cover the cost. To sign up, please contact Elina or the office. 

Learning Day: Our upcoming Synod Convention runs from October 21 to 24. On the Saturday, October 23, from 
10 am to 3 pm, the Synod is inviting all who are interested to join in a Learning Day led by Rev. Susan Beaumont. 
Susan will explore the experience of moving through a liminal season and clarify the differences between 
decision-making and discernment, and how each of them can be used as we seek to understand the new things 
God wants us to learn.  The cost for the day is $15 per person or $45 for BC Synod congregations (congregations 
will be billed after the event). For more information, please click here. To register, please click here. 

The Story of Plastic:  The Climate Justice Action Group invites you to a showing of the widely acclaimed 2019 
documentary "The Story of Plastic" (here is a link to the trailer on 
Youtube  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37PDwW0c1so. This doc tells the story of how the mass 
production of single-use plastic has put us is in the biggest environmental crisis in history.  You want to see it!  

https://elcic.app.box.com/s/uv4rv12p6i1epd71dby7mu2on6loascq
https://elcic.app.box.com/s/qq4rgipthm5y4eankk15r5pebj9q7dbz
https://layacademylift.ca/courses/core-theology-i/
https://mcusercontent.com/fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0/files/13d2ba44-038c-0d49-8c14-b0abab2b1c1d/Learning_Day_Poster_2021_Synod_Convention.01.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/212437181980255
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37PDwW0c1so
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The link and password to the movie itself will be available later this month..  Contact Tim Dutcher-Walls 
at timdw@shaw.ca  to receive it.  You can watch the film at your leisure between September  27th and October 
3rd.   Plan to join us for a Synod wide ZOOM discussion on what we have seen and heard in this film 
on Thursday, September 30th at 7 PM.  
(All who plan on attending, send an email to Brenda Nestegaard Paul at bnestegaardpaul@bc.anglican.ca). 

Ecumenical Faith Break 4: Our next ecumenical Faith Break event - 
Overcoming Challenges Together: New Life After Pandemic - will be a 

hybrid one, on Saturday, October 30th, 2021 from 10 am to 11:30 am. 
You will be able to attend in person or by Zoom. To register (required 
for both in-person and online attendance) please click on the following 
link: https://beholdvancouver.org/events/ecumenical-faith-break-
overcoming-challenges-together 

Request for Housing: Pastor Vida Jaugelis of Gloria Dei in North Van has made the following request: I received 
a request from a retired ELCIC Chaplain/ pastor Richard Reimer (via Rev. Dr. Laura Holck at Church of the Cross 
in Calgary) asking for help to find accommodation for a 4th year music major student at UBC whose housing has 
unexpectedly fallen through. (This apparently has happened to hundreds of students at UBC who are all now 
scrambling). Rev. Laura attests that he is quiet, clean, fully-vaccinated, a very nice person (with a tight budget) 
who needs a housing prayer answered. His name is Kristians Jautaukis: 597-223 ς 6164 

Orange Shirt Day ς September 30: So, what exactly is Orange Shirt Day? It ƛǎΧ 
¶ A time to remember the lives of Indigenous children who attended residential 

schools in Canada 
¶ A day to inspire Canadians to be pro-active in promoting anti-racism and anti-

bullying in schools and in the workplace 
¶ To learn more about Reconciliation and how we can become more involved in 

making a change 

Canada has a new national holiday on September 30th known as the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation.    Please consider wearing orange on September 30th, or if you wish you can purchase a shirt 
from various online stores, or design your own. https://www.orangeshirtday.org/shirts--gifts.html 

https://dreamcatcherpromotions.com/promotional-product/every-child-matters-orange-shirt-day/  
http://www.orangeshirtday.net/ 

An Option for Orange Shirt Sunday: Lutheran Church of the Cross, Victoria is offering a special service on 
September 26th at 10am, led by Carolyn Klaassen in honor of Orange Shirt Day. Their live-stream is available at 
lutheranvictoria.ca 

Thoughtful Thursdays ς Save the DATES: A one hour gathering for busy people.  An opportunity for 
conversation and reflection as we make our way toward our next BC Synod Learning Day at Synod Convention in 
late October.  We will send along some more information next week but for now please save these dates in your 
calendar:  Thursday, September 23 - 7:00 to 8:00 pm 
   Thursday, October 7 -  7:00 to 8:00 pm 

Emergency Appeal for Haiti:  The ELCIC together with Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) is inviting you to 
pray for the people of Haiti, and to consider making a financial donation that will be used to provide emergency 
shelter, sanitation, hygiene, and trauma care for those affected. Donations can be made in the following ways: 
¶ Make a designated offering donation for "Haiti Crisis" through any ELCIC congregation. 

mailto:timdw@shaw.ca
mailto:bnestegaardpaul@bc.anglican.ca
https://beholdvancouver.org/events/ecumenical-faith-break-overcoming-challenges-together
https://beholdvancouver.org/events/ecumenical-faith-break-overcoming-challenges-together
https://bcsynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0&id=dbfcfdd12d&e=b640ae7393
https://bcsynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0&id=afc98279dd&e=b640ae7393
https://bcsynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0&id=be0a2a2ca1&e=b640ae7393
https://www.lutheranvictoria.ca/
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=35cfc482e7&e=9544fa5082



