First Sunday in Season of Creation

September 5, 2021

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE
KWIKWETLEM FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATZIE,
MUSQUEAM, SQUAMISH AND STOL:LO NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS
LAND SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION.
Summer Hymn Sing:
 # 785 – When Peace Like a River
 # 708 – Jesu, Jesu, Fill us with your love

Gathering
.The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Litany
P:
C:

The heavens declare the glory of God.
The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.

P:
C:

The plants and trees show God’s presence.
Let us join with creation in praising God.

P:

God of all creation, who guides us through
every time and season,
we bless you and praise you for the gift of life in your good, created world.

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

C:

Grant to us humility to so order our lives that we may honour you
among all peoples, nations, and created things.
Restore us to right and wholesome relationship with our fellow living creatures.
Teach us to see and hear your power in the winds and waves,
to feel your mercy in the warm sun and the cool breeze,
that we may glorify your goodness and live rightly in your creation.
We pray to you through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Spirit,
Three in One, One in Three, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathering Song # 519

Open Your Ears, O Faithful People

Open your ears, O faithful people,
open your ears and hear God's word.
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,
God has come to you.
Refrain:

God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!
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God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!
They who have ears to hear the message,
they who have ears, now let them hear;
they who would learn the way of wisdom,
let them hear God's word. Refrain

Greeting
P:

God, maker of the day, be with us; God, raiser of Jesus, raise a new day among us. God, giver of the Spirit,
light our lives!

C:

Amen

Rise Up and Sing

Rise up good friends now is the hour
Sunlight will shower hope for the day
Rise from your sleep and keep your dreams with you
Let the light kiss you soft’ on your way.
Rise with the world curled up awaiting
End to the hating, day full of grace
Rise up in song, the long night is ending
Now God is sending peace to this place.

A – MEN A – MEN A ----- MEN. A–MEN A--MEN A---- MEN
Music and Lyrics from Matins
Copyright @ 1985 by Ray Makeever
All rights reserved. Used by permission

P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

Word
.God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Isaiah 35:4-7a
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s
age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow
with water to give drink to the returning exiles.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.
P:
C:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146

P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Refrain
Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Refrain
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
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C:
P:

C:

who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
Refrain
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
The LORD watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD!
Refrain

Second Reading

James 2:1-10, 14-17
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of the
poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith
expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need.
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if
a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to
the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love
him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into
court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you?
If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and
eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead.
P:

Word of God, word of life.

C:

Thanks be to God.

P:
C:

The holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading

Mark 7:24-37

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation
with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles.
[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he
was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately
heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician
origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it
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is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your
daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region
of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him
to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and
he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the
mute to speak.”
P:
C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

There Are Many Ways of Sharing (Tune: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing)

There are many ways of sharing, But God's Spirit gives each one.
There are different ways of caring; It's one Lord whose work is done.
God, whose gifts are overflowing, May we hear you when you call;
Keep us serving, keep us growing For the common good of all.
We've been baptized in the waters! We've been given work to do.
When you call your sons and daughters, You give gifts for serving you.
God, we join in celebration Of the talents you impart.
Bless each baptized one's vocation; Give each one a servant's heart.
All are blest by gifts you give us; Some are set apart to lead.
Give us Jesus' love within us As we care for those in need.
Give us faith to make decisions; Give us joy to share your Word.
Give us unity and vision As we serve your church and world.

Creation Care Creed
We believe and trust in God, all-powerful Creator and Sustainer,
who fashions the heavens and the earth and all that is in them,
who provides in generous abundance all that is needed
for the whole of creation to thrive,
who grieves at the way we neglect and spoil his masterpiece,
and calls us to account,
who, like a loving parent, sees our weakness and yet persists in love.
We believe and trust in Jesus Christ,
who was born like us, choosing to share our humanity
with its joy and its pain,
who lived an earthly life, affirming and celebrating the goodness
of the physical world,
who died and came back to life to show us that in sacrifice
lie the seeds of freedom and hope,
who returned home to his father – his earthly work complete.
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Tune: John Wyeth’s “Come, Thou Fount
of Every Blessing” MIDI
Text: Copyright @ 2004 by Carolyn
Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Used with Permission.

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit,
who breathes life and purpose into all living things,
who calls us to join in the work of sustaining and renewing the earth,
who transforms our hearts and minds,
empowering us to be faithful stewards,
who will lead us home at the end of our age.
We commit ourselves to live day by day in the light of these beliefs,
cherishing the earth and labouring for its healing and renewing,
in loving obedience to God,
Adapted from “Creation Care Creed” © Lynda Taylor –
August 2007 lynda_and_nigel.taylor@ntlworld.com
following the example of Jesus Christ,
Original text at: https://atyourservice.arocha.org/wpand seeking the help of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
content/uploads/2014/06/Creation-Care-Creed.pdf

Prayers of Intercession

After each petition, the pastor will say "God of grace and mercy" and the congregation will respond "hear our
prayer."

Sharing of the Peace
P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with those with whom they are worshipping.

Meal
.God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Hymn #

For the Beauty of the Earth v 1 & 2

For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:
Refrain: Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.
For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain

Offering Prayer
P:

C:

God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives
to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C:

Music and Lyrics from Journey to Hope – a liturgy of grace
and promise - Copyright @ 2020 by Lorna Myskiw Yeates
All rights reserved. Used by permission

Thanksgiving at the Table
Lord's Prayer
P:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Lamb of God

-7-

Music and Lyrics from Journey to Hope – a liturgy of grace
and promise - Copyright @ 2020 by Lorna Myskiw Yeates
All rights reserved. Used by permission

Communion is distributed
Prayer after Communion
P:

C:

Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Who Are We

-8-

3rd verse:

Music and Lyrics from Matins
Copyright @ 1985 by Ray Makeever
All rights reserved. Used by permission

Sending
.God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
P:

C:

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marvelled at the lilies of the field,
Who transforms chaos to order,
Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To reflect God’s glory in creation.
Amen.

Sending Hymn # 726

Light Dawns on a Weary World

Light dawns on a weary world
when eyes begin to see
all people's dignity.
Light dawns on a weary world:
the promised day of justice comes.
Refrain: The trees shall clap their hands;
the dry lands, gush with springs;
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
We shall go out in joy,
and be led forth in peace,
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom
Love grows in a weary world
when hungry hearts find bread
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and children's dreams are fed.
Love grows in a weary world:
the promised feast of plenty comes. Refrain
Hope blooms in a weary world
when creatures, once forlorn,
find wilderness reborn.
Hope blooms in a weary world:
the promised green of Eden comes. Refrain

Dismissal
P:
C:

Go in peace. Make this world a home for all.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. and
Matins @ 1985 by Roy Makeever
and Journey of Hope – a liturgy of
grace and mercy @ 2020 by Lorna
Myskiw Yeates. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
September 5, 2021
(To open hyperlinks, try right-clicking your mouse while on the link and select Open Hyperlink or Control-Click)
Flowers have been placed on the altar in thankfulness to God for all that He has created and entrusted to our
care.
Summer Hymn Sing: We gathering today for our final Summer Hymn Sing 10 minutes prior to our worship
service.
Summer Plans and Fall Reopening: Next Sunday we return to in-person, weekly worship services in the
Sanctuary. Details on our reopening protocols will be sent out by email.
Volunteer Opportunity - Worship Readers: Until we begin our practice of using sign-up sheets for worship
assistants, please contact the office if you would like your name to be added to the list of people who would be
willing to read the First, Psalm and Second Readings during the worship service.
Thoughtful Thursdays – Save the DATES: A one hour gathering for busy people. An opportunity for
conversation and reflection as we make our way toward our next BC Synod Learning Day at Synod Convention in
late October. We will send along some more information next week but for now please save these dates in your
calendar:
Thursday, September 23 - 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Thursday, October 7 - 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Bishop Greg’s Article: Read Bishop Greg’s article from the July/August Canada Lutheran Magazine here.
Our Saviour’s, Prince George will Hosting a Rainbow Heart Speaker Series: On Monday, September 13th at 7
pm, Our Saviours invites us to join Brynn Craffey in the first of their Rainbow Heart Speaker Series entitled Why
Are You Still Part Of The Church? Rev. Brynn Craffey will share his experiences as a queer-identified transman in
the church. Click here for Pastor Brynn’s biography. The Zoom Link details are as follows:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86525243802
or dial by phone +1 778 907 2071
Meeting ID: 865 2524 3802
Emergency Appeal for Haiti: The ELCIC together with Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) is inviting you to
pray for the people of Haiti, and to consider making a financial donation that will be used to provide emergency
shelter, sanitation, hygiene, and trauma care for those affected. Donations can be made in the following ways:
 Make a designated offering donation for "Haiti Crisis" through any ELCIC congregation.
 Send a cheque made payable to CLWR and mailed to CLWR, 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B
0W5. Please indicate that you wish to contribute to "Haiti Crisis."
 Call CLWR at 1-800-661-2597 (locally at 204-694-6502), Monday to Thursday, 9:00-16:00 CDT to donate by
credit card or go online at: clwr.org/Haiti
Calls for Prayers for People of Afghanistan: The World Council of Churches is calling on all churches to pray for
the people of Afghanistan as fears of violence and oppression grows. To view the entire article click here.
Luther College: Luther Lecture 2021: Luther College is pleased to present its annual Luther Lecture virtually this
year. The 2021 Luther Lecturer will be Dr. Azza Karam, Secretary General of Religions for Peace. The title of her
lecture is "Religions and the Pandemic: Sobering or Hopeful?" Religions for Peace works to transform violent
conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious societies, and protect the earth. This
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virtual lecture is on September 27 at 7:00 p.m. If you would like to register for this lecture, please sign up for
more details or to receive the Zoom link.
Request for Photos for the BC Synod: Calling all shutterbugs! Do you have photos of community events,
worship services, your church, etc and would like to share them with the synod? Pre-covid
photos would be just fine. The BC Synod is looking at updating their website and to use photos
for the upcoming Synod convention. If you have photos that you would like to share with us for
these purposes, please email them to bcsynod@elcic.ca Please make sure that you have
consent from the individuals that are in the photo!
ELECTION REFLECTIONS:


KAIROS Election 2021 Resource: Election 2021 comes at a time when multiple crises converge, and
opportunities arise for transformational change. The KAIROS 2021 Election Resource offers details on some
of the most salient issues of our time: ecological justice, gender justice, Indigenous rights, and migrant
justice. It also includes questions for candidates. To access this election resource, please click here.



Creating a Just Canada: 2021 Election Bulletin: Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ) is providing a 2021 Election
Bulletin: Creating a Just Canada that covers relevant public justice issues. CPJ is encouraging voters and
electoral candidates alike to do "everything in love" (1 Corinthians 16:14) and for all people and all creation.
CPJ believes in working together to build a just Canada. To download this resource, please click here. For
more information on CPJ and its various initiatives, please click here.



Vote Housing: Vote Housing is a national non-partisan campaign designed to engage and mobilize Canadians
to pledge to Vote Housing in the upcoming federal election. In the 2013 Joint Assembly Declaration,
Lutherans and Anglicans committed to addressing issues of homelessness and affordable housing. For more
information on Vote Housing, please click here.

CREATION CARE:


KAIROS is inviting you to participate in its Climate Action Month from September 1 to 30. Each day in
September, KAIROS will share information on a topic related to climate change with the goal of nurturing
our own personal gifts and motivating and inspiring a daily practice of taking action for the climate. To
participate click here.



With less than three months until the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of Parties (COP26) begins in
Glasgow, Eco-Congregation Scotland is renewing calls for churches to commit to action before talks begin.
For more information click here. Click on the following link to learn more about Climate Sunday.



For the Love of Creation's Faith-In-Action Campaign: For the Love of Creation's faith-in-action
campaign mobilizes people across Canada to reduce household greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and
demonstrate support for increased federal climate action. When you click on the above link you can make a
personal pledge to reduce your GHG emissions and engage in acts of solidarity with justice-seeking
communities and share your pledge and call on the Government of Canada to increased federal action. This
campaign runs until October 4, 2021 (the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi and the end of the Season of Creation).
Fall 2021 Advocacy Webinar Series: For the Love of Creation will hold the following climate-centred webinar
series on Thursdays, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. For registration and more information, please click here
September 9 - Canadian Climate Finance
September 23 - Climate Ambition and Transition



FIRST NATIONS RECONCILIATION:
 Fall 2021 Advocacy Webinar: For the Love of Creation will hold a webinar on Thursday, September 16th,
from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Indigenous Rights. For registration and more information, please click here.
ELCIC National Bishop Susan Johnson is the host-facilitator for this event.
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WICC is Committed to Healing in Indigenous Communities via Awakening Grants: The Women's InterChurch Council of Canada (WICC) provides grants to help fund work that supports Indigenous women in the
following areas: Addressing gender-based violence, economic justice, health, cultural education, child
welfare, advocacy, anti-racism, peace. Their Projects promote these values: self-sufficiency, the growth of
Indigenous languages and cultures, awareness of underlying causes of suffering, empowerment of women,
the ability of women to develop their full potential, culturally safe education and training for Indigenous
women. Please click here to discover how they have used funds to help the healing of others in the past.

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESOURCES:


WCC’s Thursdays in Black invites you to participate in a series of ‘Bible Studies by Ambassadors’: which
began on August 5th to help people reflect on and respond to gender-based violence. The series of six
reflections has been launched to recognize National Women's Month in South Africa. The reflections which
will be shared weekly, provide diverse perspectives which can be used by individuals and churches. Susan
Mark Zira from the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria offers the first study, "Speak Out Boldly" based on
Numbers 27:1-11. Subsequent studies follow. Our Bishop Susan Johnson is a Thursdays in Black Ambassador.



Citizens for Public Justice: The unprecedented heat wave in western Canada has impacted many individuals
and communities. The Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ) posted on its website an article titled Unprecedented
heat wave demands unprecedented action, which talks about this current issue and the call to take this as
an opportunity to call on the government to take a decisive action. To find out more, please click here.



Basic Income Now: Basic Income Now is a campaign designed to amplify the many voices pushing for a
national Basic Income, with the aim of making them impossible to ignore. The 2017 ELCIC National
Convention endorsed basic income guarantees. For more information on this campaign, please click here.



Racial Justice Workshops: United in Learning provides online training opportunities, including racial justice
workshops. This initiative is hosted by The United Church of Canada. For more information, please click here.

RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES FROM PACIFIC JUBILEE:



Returning to Silence: That Which Holds Everything: Friday, September 17 to Wednesday, September 22.
This five-day silent retreat will be spacious and supportive. For details click here.
Be Still and Know that I am God – Winter Silent Retreat: Monday, November 1st to Wednesday, November
10th. This eight-day silent retreat is open to those with previous experience in silent retreat. For details click
here.

This Week At Church (Note 1)
Last Week at Church
This Sunday…. Summer Hymn Sing at 10:20 followed immediately with
(Financial info from August 29, 2021)
Worship Service with Holy Communion live-streamed at
10:30 am – Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Total Offering
$ 2,020.00
(View here for GSLC’s YouTube Channel)
- General Offerings
$ 1,770.00
Thursday……… Happy Hour at 4 pm
- Designated Gifts
$
50.00
Project Contingency $
200.00
Next Sunday… Bible Study at 9 am
Worship Service with Holy Communion live-streamed
with registered attendees at 10:30 am – First Sunday
of Season of Creation
(View here for GSLC’s YouTube Channel)
Note 1: Most events are pre-recorded or ZOOM events. Links to
these events will be sent out weekly. Contact the office if you do
not receive these email links.
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Welcome to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
We welcome you to worship today. It is our prayer that you sense the joy that is present in
Jesus Christ. God loves and values each of you without conditions attached. We bring our joys
and needs before God, trusting in God's presence.

1504 Sprice Avenue, Coquitlam, BC, V3J 2P6
Phone: 604-936-2939
goodshepherd@telus.net www.gslcc.ca
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

Pastor Eric Krushel Cell:
Office:

604-220-5450
604-936-2939

General Office Hours
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

10:00 – 2:00

We always recommend phoning before stopping by.
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