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Thank you to the children and youth of  
Good Shepherd and St. Laurence for sharing  

with all of us the wonderful stories of the birth of Jesus. 
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Gathering of the Community 

All are warmly welcomed to our worship. 
 We ask visitors to introduce themselves and to join us 

for social hour after the service. 
We welcome children and invite them to enjoy the  

activity table during worship. 

love is a place  
& through this place of  
love move  
(with brightness of peace)  
all places  

yes is a world  
& in this world of yes live  
(skillfully curled)  
all worlds 

  – E. E. Cummings 

Words of Welcome 

Special Music - O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      Elizabeth Knudson   

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
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Gathering Song - Come Now O Prince of Peace 

Christmas Pageant 

Scene 1 

Carol - Waiting in Silence                            

 1. Waiting in silence, waiting in hope; 
   we are your people, we long for you, Lord. 
  God ever with us, Emmanuel, 
   Come, Lord Jesus, Maranatha! 
  
  2.  Waiting in silence, waiting in hope; 
   we are your people, we trust in your love. 
   O Sun of Justice, true Prince of Peace, 
   Come with your justice, Lord, Maranatha! 
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  3.  Waiting in silence, waiting in hope; 
   we are your people, Lord, we seek your truth. 
   Wisdom Incarnate, teach us your way; 
   Show us the path of life, Maranatha! 
     Contributors: Carey Landry 	
	 	 	 	 	 © 2002, Carey Landry. Published by OCP.  
     Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. Scene 2 

Scene 2 

Carol - The Magnificat 

 1.  My soul proclaims your greatness.  
  O God, and my spirit rejoices in you. 
  You have looked with love on your servant here, 
  and blessed me all my life through. 
  Great and mighty are you, O Holy One,  
  strong is your justice strong your love, 
  How you favour the weak and lowly one, 
  humbling the proud of heart. 

2.  You have cast the mighty down from their thrones, 
	 	 and uplifted the humble of heart, 
  You have filled the hungry with wondrous things, 
  and left the wealthy no part. 
  Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One, 
  strong is your justice, strong your love, 
  As you promised to Sarah and Abraham, 
  kindness forever more. 

    Text: Marty Hagen © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights reserved.  
  Reprinted	under	One	License	A-710159 

Scene 3 

Choir - O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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Scene 4 

Carol - Angels We Have Heard on High 
 All 
 1. Angels we have heard on high,    

  sweetly singing o'er the plains,    
  and the mountains in reply    
  echoing their joyous strains.    

     Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 Choir  
 2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?    

  Why your joyous strains prolong?    
  What the gladsome tidings be   
  which inspire your heav'nly song?   
  Gloria… 

 All 
 3. Come to Bethlehem and see 

  him whose birth the angels sing; 
  come, adore on bended knee 
  Christ, the Lord, the newborn king.  
  Gloria… 

Scene 5 

Carol - Good Christians All, Rejoice 

 1. Good Christians all, rejoice 
  with heart and soul and voice! 
  Listen now to what we say: 
  Jesus Christ is born today; 
  ox and ass before him bow, 
  and he is in the manger now. 
  Christ is born today; 
  Christ is born today! 
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2.  Good Christians all, rejoice 
  with heart and soul and voice! 
  Now you need not fear the grave; 
  Jesus Christ was born to save: 
  come at his most gracious call 
  to find salvation, one and all! 
  Christ was born to save; 
  Christ was born to save! 

Scene 6 
Carol - God Rest You Merry, Gentlefolk 

 God rest you merry, gentlefolk, 
 let nothing you dismay, 
 for Jesus Christ our Saviour 
 was born upon this day, 
 to save us all from Satan's power 
 when we were gone astray; 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
 O tidings of comfort and joy. 

Scene 7 
Carol - Jesus Christ is Waiting  

 Choir 
 1.  Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets; 

  no one is his neighbour, all alone he eats. 
  Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too. 
  Make me, friend or stranger, 
  fit to wait on you. 

          All 
 2.  Jesus Christ is healing, 

  healing in the streets; 
  Curing those who suffer, 
  touching those he greets. 
  Listen, Lord Jesus, I have passion too. 
  Let my care be active, healing just like you. 
   Text: John Bell © 1988, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  
   All Rights reserved. Reprinted under One License A-710159 7



Scene 8 

Carol - Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 Refrain 

  Go, tell it on the mountain, 
  over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
  go, tell it on the mountain 
  that Jesus Christ is born! 

1.  While shepherds kept their watching 
  o’er silent flocks by night, 
  behold, throughout the heavens 
  there shone a holy light. Refrain 

2.  The shepherds feared and trembled 
  when, lo, above the earth 
  rang out the angel chorus 
  that hailed our Saviour’s birth. Refrain 

3.  Down in a lowly manger 
  the humble Christ was born; 
  and God sent us salvation 
  that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

Carol - On Christmas Night 
 1.  On Christmas night all Christians sing 
   to hear the news the angels bring. 
   On Christmas night all Christians sing 
   to hear the news the angels bring. 
   news of great joy, news of great mirth, 
   news of our merciful king’s birth 

 2.  All out of darkness we have light, 
   which made the angels sing this night. 
   All out of darkness we have light, 
   which made the angels sing this night: 
   “Glory to God in the highest heav’n; 
   peace on earth, and good-will. A-men.” 8



Scene 9  

Carol - Away in a Manger 

 1.  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
  The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2.  Be near me Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
  close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
  Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
   and fit us for heaven to live with you there.  

(During the singing of "O Come All Ye Faithful", small shepherds, 
sheep and angels return to sit with their families.) 

Carol - O Come, All Ye Faithful     
 All   
   O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
  Come and behold him, born the king of angels. 

Refrain   
  O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 
  O come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 

Choir 
  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
  sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
  glory to God in the highest:  Refrain 
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Lord's Prayer 

Real Innkeeper 3 says: 
 As Jesus taught us let us say together, 

All Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil, 
 for the kingdom, the power 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever.  Amen.  

Prayers of People  
Our response to "Let us pray to the Lord" is Lord have Mercy 

Sharing of the Peace 
Child      This child is born to bring peace to the world.   
     Greet one another in His name	
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Offertory Hymn - What Feast of Love 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Presider God of all creation,  
All all you have made is good, 
 and your love endures forever. 
 You bring forth bread from the earth  
 and fruit from the vine. 
 Nourish us with these gifts, 
 that we might be for the world  
 signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, 
 our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 1 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

Child Holy God, Mother and Father of all life,  
 from the beginning of time your Spirit 
 breathed light over darkness. 

Child You scattered stars in the heavens  
 and raised up the mountains. 
 You poured out great rivers  
 and blessed the earth with life. 

Child You made men and women in your image, 
 and loved us in our weakness, 
 promising to stay with us wherever we go. 

Presider  In the winter of our longing,  
 you came to the prophet Mary 
 offering your Spirit to make creation whole. 
 you gave her a child, Jesus, your beloved son 
 to turn the broken world upside down. 

 Jesus stayed with us, healing the sick  
 and feeding the hungry, 
 unbinding prisoners and raising the dead. 
 He ate with strangers, showed mercy to sinners, 
 and taught us to follow him in love without fear. 
   
  On the night he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread,  
 and gave thanks; broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take, eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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 Again, after supper,  
 he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
   Take, drink; this cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
 given for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Presider Therefore, Creator, of all the things 
 that are yours we offer you these, 
 which are yours especially. 
  
 We offer them gladly, as he told us, 
 remembering his death and resurrection, 
 and rest in the manger, 
 his welcome to shepherds and strangers  
 as we praise and bless you: 

All   We praise you, we bless you,  
 we give thanks to you, 
 and we pray to you Lord our God. 

Presider  Now pour out your spirit on this bread and wine 
 to make them the body and blood of Christ 
 for your waiting people. 

 Come among us and abide with us 
 that we may be the body of Christ  
 for the world you love. 

 Shine upon us this day 
 as you shone upon the faithful Mary, 
 as you shine upon your people,  
 in the darkest times and places,  
 that lit by your love we may raise our voices  
 with saints and angels in the heavenly song: 
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All 

Text and Music © 1994, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
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The Presider breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept. The silence is broken 
with these words.  

Presider Take this bread, share this wine. 
 In these Christ comes to us with love from God. 

 The gifts of God for the people of God. 
All Thanks be to God. 2 

Communion 

Please know that at St. Laurence you are invited to the table. This sacrament 
is God’s gift to all people. If you wish, you may partake in only the bread 
without the wine. Non-fermented grape juice is offered in the second chalice. 
Please tell your server if you prefer a gluten free wafer. If you do not wish to 
partake at all, you may come forward and receive a blessing. Simply cross 
your arms across your chest. 

Prayers for Healing — If you have special concerns and would   
like to pray with the Pastoral Care members during communion,   
please join them in the area to the right of the font. 

Special Music - O Holy Night   Peter Schuler and Nikolaj Hansen
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Communion Hymn - At the Feast 

 1.  As we come to the table our souls are yearning 
  For a savior, who seems so far. 
  In the anticipation of your returning 
  God of comfort, prepare our hearts. 
  At the feast in every season 
  We come broken, we go restored. 
  May we always live every moment  
  in communion with you, Lord. 
  
 2. As we kneel at the table we feel you near us 
  As among us you come to dwell. 
  In the bread and the wine and the Holy Spirit 
  God is with us, Emmanuel. 
  At the feast in every season 
  We are fed by your living Word. 
  May we always live every moment  
  in communion with you, Lord. 
  
 3.  As we rise from the table in your salvation 
  Gift of Jesus, who shines as the day, 
  We will carry your light to every nation 
  God of glory, O guide our way. 
  At the feast in every season 
  Saved by grace and not reward. 
  May we always live every moment  
  in communion with you, Lord. 
           -Peter Schuler 

Anthem -  Star of Advent   Good Shepherd Choir 
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Communion Hymn - Wait for the Lord 

 Moment of Silence 

 We take a moment to be still and know God. Our world is  
 full of many noises, even as we sit together in silence.  
 Let the noises be, and listen for the deep stillness that  
 underlies all being. 
 This moment will begin and end with the ringing of a bell. 

Prayer after Communion 

Presider  Glory to God, 
All whose power, working in us, 
 can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
 Glory to God from generation to generation, 
 in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Announcements 

Youth Go with us, O Lord, 
 as we journey to the heavenly country: 
 that following your star we may not wander  
 in the darkness of this world's night, 
 while you who are the true and living way 
 shine with us to the journey's end. 

Blessing  

Presider May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
 scatter the darkness from before your path, 
 and provision you with hope for the journey; 
 and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 

be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn - Joy to the World  

All 1.  Joy to the world, The Lord is come!  
  Let earth receive her King;  
  Let every heart prepare Him room  
  And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing  

All 2.  Joy to the Earth, The Saviour reigns! 
  Let all their songs employ.  
  While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
  Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy  
  Repeat, repeat the sounding joy  

Choir 3.  No more let sin and sorrow grow  
  Nor thorns infest the ground;  
  He comes to make His blessings flow  
  Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found  
  Far as, far as, the curse is found  

All 4.  He rules the world with truth and grace  
  And makes the nations prove  
  The glories of His righteousness  
  And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love, 
  And wonders, wonders of His love. 
      Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
      Music: English melody, 18 cent.;arr.Lowell mason, 1792-1872 

Sending Out into the World 

Dismissal 
Deacon Go in peace. Be light in the dark. 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Please join us in the main hall for social hour. 

19



 

“For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy.” 

—Luke 1:44 

For Joy 
You can prepare 
but still 
it will come to you 
by surprise 

crossing through your doorway 
calling your name in greeting 
turning like a child 
who quickens suddenly 
within you 

it will astonish you 
how wide your heart 
will open 
in welcome 

for the joy 
that finds you 
so ready 
and still so 
unprepared. 
   -Jan Richardson
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