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The Otherness of Christmas 

deleteas of October 31 =             $- 
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Father Richard Rohr is a well-known Franciscan priest and writer on spirituality. 

Recently, on his website, he reflected on the persistent (and pernicious) tendency 

across all human ages, cultures and religions for human beings to exclude, marginalize 

and even hate the “other”. The “other” being anyone who is not like “us”.   

He writes, “Can you think of an era or nation or culture that did not oppose otherness? I doubt 

there has ever been such a sustained group…It seems we ordinary humans must have our other! It 

appears we don’t know who we are except by opposition and exclusion.” 

I found it a sad and sobering conclusion. I immediately wanted to argue back and raise some 

counter-examples. But the more I tried to think of some the more I had to admit that he may be 

right. The human practice of “othering” is a wide spectrum. On the one end is the blatant example 

of white supremacy and anti-Semitism (of which we are hearing too much these days). But it also 

encompasses less strident behaviours. Think of the way we tend to define our political beliefs over 

against those who disagree with us. Or the way we have often (hopefully in the past) affirmed our 

Lutheran identity as being “not Catholics”. 

It's in light of that reality that Luke’s story of Christ’s nativity speaks to me this year. At the centre 

of that narrative - which we too often reduce to a quaint tale of a miraculous birth, adoring parents, 

pious shepherds, and domestic bliss - is the astounding truth that God in Jesus Christ did not come 

to earth to “other” anyone. Rather God in Christ came to become the other.  

That’s true in its most literal sense. What was divine became other-than-divine that night. God 

became human flesh. But it's also true in other ways that Luke makes clear. Jesus is born among 

animals, in the midst of poverty, to a homeless family that will soon become refugees fleeing their 

home country and the threats of a tyrannical government bent on a murderous policy of violently 

othering a whole demographic of its population.  

And God does this that we might be given an alternative to our “pernicious human tendency”. That 

we might understand that who we are is not an identity we define over against others. But that it's a 

gift from God’s heart of grace. An identity we all share as humans by being included in Gods grand 

plan of salvation. That we are, all of us, as the angels sing, “those whom he favours.”   
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2023 Annual Congregational Meeting 

Our next ACM is scheduled for January 29th. Please mark the date in your calendars and plan on being 
there if you are able.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Christmas Sing-Along 

All are invited to gather together for a pre-Christmas event that includes plenty of singing, fellowship and 
refreshment on the evening of December 11th! See pages 5 and 7 for all the details of this event. 

 

LAY ACADEMY - ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY 

Out of the Lutheran Seminary, the Lay Academy was spear-headed to further educate 

church members in church relevant topics through its Leading In Faith Today (LIFT) 

curriculum. In spring 2023, Pastor Eric will lead a short 4-session LIFT course for any  

Who have an interest. See more info on page 15, and stayed tuned for further details as it become available. 

interested on LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM. See page ____ for more information. 
 

 

  

Sunday School Christmas Pageant at St. .Laurence Anglican Church 

Our partnership in Family Ministry with St. Laurence Anglican Church will culminate in a Sunday School 
Christmas Pageant during the service on December 18th at 10:30 am at St. Laurence Anglican Church (825 
St. Laurence Street, Coquitlam). There will be NO service at our church on that day. See page 6 for all the 
details. 

FAMILY NIGHT 
Our next ecumenical Family Night is being planned for February 5th. Keep your eyes and ears open for more 

information as it develops. 

 

 

Healing Service Next Sunday 

We will be offering a healing service during our regular worship time on Sunday December 11th. See page 5 
for more information.   
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Milestone Celebration  
We join in extending birthday wishes to  

Mae Cabbot  

who turns 92 On December 3rd. 

Congratulations and Happy Birthday! 

 

Birthday Greetings 
Birthday greetings are extended to the 

following members celebrating birthdays in 

either December or January: 

Bev Anweiler 

Stephen Anweiler 

Clarence Bjork 

Brenda Chenosky 

Erin Doherty 

David Erickson 

Dominic Goudal 

Donna Goudal 

Peter Goudal 

Mark Jiew 

Elizabeth Knudson 

Noelle Marquess 

Brendan Myers 

Barb Neuls 

Karen Neuls 

Val Newton 

Jannea Pregler 

Sherry Russell 

Tamara Russell 

Darya Savage 

Irmhild Schadek 

Abbey Seidel 

Christine Stanley 

Sean Stickler 

Grayson Tarry 

 

 

 

 

With Blessings to all from 
your Good Shepherd Family 

 

For specific requests for prayer, please contact Kate Wright at 

kfwright@hotmail.com or Claire Thompson at 

604-939-3086.   Your prayer request will quickly be passed to our 

congregational prayer chain. 
 

Carol Lentz  who continues to mourn the loss of her mother 

and is seeking new accommodation as she moves out of the 

family home.  

Tor Erickson as he undergoes treatment for his thyroid 

cancer, and for his family as they support him through these 

stressful times. 

Tammy and Sean McDonald as they grieve the loss of their 

daughter Courtney. We pray for God’s deep consolation 

and healing for their broken hearts over their tragic loss. 

Lynn Fawthorpe, Les Wills sister, who continues to deal 

with health concerns that has left her with chronic pain and 

loss of feeling in her legs. 

Shawna Wills, Les Wills niece, who is struggling with the 

effects of trauma after a fire at her apartment building in 

Abbotsford. 

All who are struggling all refugees, migrants, and those 

seeking safe places to live, that they will find new homes, 

kindness, compassion and welcome in all the places to 

which they flee.   

All who are relying on food banks and charity during these 

stressful economic times, and especially this holiday season. 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving! Please join us as we thank God:  

❖ for the baptism of Tate and Davy 

Stanbrook and their new life in 

Christ. 

❖ for our new parking lot, and for 

David Stroud and Jerry Nieman who 

dedicated an incredible amount of 

time into this project.  

For Our Prayer 

 

 Linda Berry Bob Knudson 

Margaret Bjork Elinor Knudson 

Marjun Blishen Sarah Knudson 

Caitlin Catterall Vivian Kroeker 

Michelle Chan Lauren LeRoux 

Dean Cornelson Carole Lentz 

Alex Darts Brad Newton 

Evan Darts Sue Power 

Doris Deiter Beverly Poznachuk 

Nicole Denison Ruth Roberts 

Dorothy Durand Shayan Saed 

Carol Erickson Ashley Savage 

Lois Forss Eric Schuler 

Nikolaj Hansen Lily Seidel 

Karen Harris Elaine Sinton 

Keith Harris Jack Sinton 

Margaret Hartley Diana Sturhahn 

Gordon Hunt Gail Tremain 

Betty Jones Lil Vigurs 

Bonnie Karhukangas Linda Walters 

 
 

Kate Wright 
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Please note the new home address for 

Christine Stanley: 

Belvedere Care Centre 
739 Alderson Avenue 
Coquitlam BC V3K 7B3 

Please update your directories accordingly, 
keeping Christine in your prayers as she 
continues to settle into her new home. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please note a new phone number for: 

Rick Enarson 

236-982-8215 

Please update your directories accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We said goodbye to our dear brother 

John Myers 

who was commended into God’s 
loving care following an intimate 

family service at the church. 

Please hold Elaine and her family in 
your prayers, as they continue to 

mourn the loss of their dear husband, 
father, and grandfather. 

 
 
 
 

We said goodbye to our dear sister 

Hilda Zapf 

Who was laid to rest on November 
23rd following a service at the 

church. 

Please hold Rita and Ria and their 
families in your prayers, as they 
mourn the loss of their mother, 

,mother-in-law and grandmother.  

 
 
 
 

Directory Update Directory Update 

Farewell, Dear Brother Farewell, Dear Sister 

Welcome to the Family of God! 

We join parents Tina and Deron Stanbrook in 
welcoming their 6-year-old twin boys 

Davy James and Tate James 

into the family of God through baptism  
on November 20th, 2022. 

The twins are Mary Sommerfeld’s great-
grandchildren, and we share in their family’s 

joy at this blessed event. 
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The Season of Advent begins on November 27th, moving then into the Season of Christmas and thereafter the 
Season of Epiphany, and we would like to bring to your attention the following special services:  

HEALING SERVICE          DECEMBER 11TH , 2022 

We will be offering a healing service this morning. During the service worshippers will be invited to receive a general 
prayer for healing. Those with specific prayer concerns will be invited to remain after the service to meet with Pastor 
Eric in the Fireside Room. We hope this accommodates both those who wish private prayer as well as those seeking 
a regular length worship service. 

CHRISTMAS SING ALONG IN THE EVENING      DECEMBER 11H, 2022 

All are invited to come to the church from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm for a festive Sing Along with a time for refreshments 
and finger food desserts too. Think of it as a baked goods potluck, so if you’d like to contribute something for this 
event you can bring it with you to church in the morning, or when you arrive in the evening on the 11th. It should 
be a lot of fun. All are welcome! And bring a friend, too! See page 7 for more information. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGENT IN THE MORNING     DECEMBER 18TH, 2022 

DO NOT COME TO OUR CHURCH for worship service! Our service on this Sunday is a joint service to be held at St. 
Laurence Anglican Church (825 St. Laurence Street, Coquitlam) so together we can enjoy the Children’s Christmas 
Pageant – from our combined Sunday Schools. It starts at the same time – 10:30 am – and come yourself and even 
bring a friend! We will be using elements from both our Lutheran and the Anglican liturgies, and Holy Communion 
will be jointly served. Let’s join our brothers and sisters in Christ at St. Laurence Anglican Church as we celebrate 
the Fourth Sunday in Advent together. Hope to see you there! See page 6 for all the details. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES         DECEMBER 24TH, 2022 

On Saturday, December 24th, we will be offering two services: 

➢ Family Service at 4 pm:   This is a family-oriented service with no communion. 

➢ Candle-light Service at 10 pm:  This service includes Holy Communion. 

CHRISTMAS DAY SUNDAY SERVICE       DECEMBER 25TH, 2022 

We will celebrate the birth of our Lord at a service including Holy Communion that begins at 11 am. Note this 
change in start time, which allows for a bit more “at home” time for family gift opening and other festivities before 
the service begins.  

NEW YEAR’S DAY SUNDAY SERVICE             JANUARY 1ST, 2023 

Join us on the First Sunday after Christmas, which is also New Year’s Day, for our traditional service of favorite 
Christmas carols. We will fit in as many carol requests as possible and ring in the New Year with joy.  

TWELFTH NIGHT EVENING SERVICE                JANUARY 5TH, 2023 

On January 5th, the eve of the feast of Epiphany, we will gather for Soup and Sing celebrating TWELFTH NIGHT. 
We’ll begin at 6 pm with a soup dinner, followed by Holden Evening Prayer around 7 pm. You are welcome to bring 
any leftover Christmas baking to share for dessert.  
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One of the most beloved traditions of the Christmas season is the Sunday School pageant, when Good News comes to all 
people from inside bathrobes and dishtowels;  when grown-ups try (yet again) to create A Better Tinfoil Halo, and jewelry 
boxes fling open to the heavens in search of gems--real or plastic--large enough to be visible on a wise man’s neck from ten 
pews back.  This year, you may find some surprises in the story you think you know by heart.  

The Christmas tale “Las Posadas y Las Pastorelas” frames the nativity in ancient Aztec, Mexican, Spanish, Franciscan, and 
Christian theological traditions still revered and celebrated today.  It draws our focus beyond the basic fact of Jesus’ birth in 
a stable into the human situations surrounding those days—and, in so doing, it also invites parallels with current events, 
intentionally or unwittingly. 

Las Posadas relates to Joseph’s and Mary’s journey to Bethlehem, wearily asking innkeeper after innkeeper for a place to 
stay as the time draws near for Mary to give birth to a King.   At the same time, Las Pastorelas follows the shepherds who 
heed an angel’s message and travel to Bethlehem in search of the Prince of Peace.  Along the way, the devil tries to deter 
them from their mission.  There’s meaningful drama, there are songs and laughs--we won’t spoil the ending here!  See for 
yourself: 

Children and youth of Good Shepherd Lutheran and St. Laurence Anglican 

Churches present “Las Posadas y Las Pastorelas” during a joint Sunday 

worship service at 10:30am on December 10th at St. Laurence’s Church, 

825 St. Laurence Street (off Como Lake Avenue).   All are welcome as we 

celebrate the time-honored, joyful story of the birth of our Lord and 

Savior.    
PS--One small spoiler alert:  this year, the jewelry boxes will stay shut.  For more accurate/detailed/fascinating information 
on Las Posadas y Las Pastorelas, click here or use this link:  https://www.caminorealheritage.org/articles/1208_pastorela.pdf 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

╬ֳ 

St Laurence Anglican 

There is a wheelchair ramp at 

the front door and very limited 

parking in the front lot. If 

parking is unavailable in the 

front lot, it is recommended that 

you drop off those requiring 

special access by the ramp off of 

the front lot, and then proceed to 

park in their back lot off of 

Bowman Avenue. 

P
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Bowman 
Ave 

Good Shepherd ╬ֳ 

Sunday School Pageant at St. Laurence Church 

December 18th at 10:30 am during the service  

https://www.caminorealheritage.org/articles/1208_pastorela.pdf
https://www.caminorealheritage.org/articles/1208_pastorela.pdf
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Christmas Sing Along  

Enjoy Singing Carols? 
You are invited to join in a 
Christmas Sing Along 

of carols and seasonal favorites AND 
to enjoy some festive treats potluck style. 

Bring your singing voice and 
your sweet tooth to: 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on 
Sunday, December 11th 

from 6:30 to 8:00 PM 

Bring a friend with you! ALL are welcome! 

If you don’t plan to attend, but would still 
like to contribute to the finger food dessert 
potluck, you may drop it off at the church 
on December 11th Sunday morning when 

you come to service or at the office 
between 10 and 2 during the week. 

Coffee/tea/juice will be provided. 

Fa La La La La … 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Artwork Credit on this page: Ruth Roberts 
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On Eagle’s Wings – Advent Devotionals 

Hard copies of these daily advent devotionals are at church! Get your copy now! It is also available digitally here. 
 

Preparing for Christmas with Prayer 

Rev. Bruce Ehlert from Saskatoon is again offering an opportunity to receive a daily prayer by email each day 
during Advent. Each email comes with a beautiful graphic, a prayer that includes the author’s name and birth and 
death year, and a bible verse upon which to reflect. To subscribe, click here, or send an email (with “subscribe” in 
the subject line) to pbprayer@telus.net 

Lutheran World Federation’s “A Singing Communion” during Advent 

 

Ecumenical Advent Series:  What Are We Waiting For? 

As Christmas and the holidays approach, Christians 
experience the season of Advent as a time of 
expectant waiting and preparation. This year, there 
will be a special ecumenical series of Advent 
meditations and conversations on the question: 
“What are we waiting for?” with Canadian church 
leaders, including: 

• Rev. Dr. Robert Faris, Moderator, The 
Presbyterian Church of Canada  

• Rev. Susan C. Johnson, National Bishop, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada  

• Right Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne, Moderator, The United Church of Canada  
• Most Rev. Linda Nicholls, Primate, Anglican Church of Canada  

On each Thursday in Advent (Dec. 1, 8, 15,  and 22), listeners are invited to join a live discussion at 6:00 pm SK 
time, via Zoom, with one of the leaders on that week’s Advent theme. Attendees will be able to ask questions 
during the online conversation. 
 
Also, each Monday during Advent, the church leaders will release an ecumenical Advent meditation focused on 
one of the four Advent themes and will address challenges and opportunities facing the Canadian churches.  
 
Find out more and register at https://presbyterian.ca/2022/11/08/ecumenical-advent/ 

 

[Image credit:Tom Threndyle] 

 

Advent Resources 
 

For the fifth year in a row, The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Communion Office in Geneva has invited 
soloists, musicians, liturgical dancers and choirs from various member churches around the world to be part of 
their initiative in sharing Advent and Christmas hymns with the communion. The LWF is gathering videos from 
member churches around the world, and will share a video daily from the first Sunday of Advent, November 27 
until Christmas Eve, December 24. On November 20th, our church recorded two songs that will be shared on the 
Lutheran World Federation website on December 7th. Keep an eye out for our recording here, and in the 
meantime, check it daily and enjoy all the offerings they upload to help you feel the joy of this season of Advent, 
as we wait for the coming of our Lord.  

 

https://oneagleswings.ca/resources/
https://mailchi.mp/telus/advent-2022-landing-page
mailto:pbprayer@telus.net
https://presbyterian.ca/2022/11/08/ecumenical-advent/
https://www.lutheranworld.org/
https://www.lutheranworld.org/get-involved/ongoing-campaigns/hymns-advent-and-christmas
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Hear Bach’s Lutheran Masse 

The Manitoba Chamber Orchestra offers an opportunity to hear Bach’s Lutheran Masses, through an online 
viewing of their concert together with The Winnipeg Singers, one of Canada's finest choral ensembles recorded at 
the Westminster Church in Winnipeg. Online viewing of the concert will be available beginning this Thursday, 
December 8th. For viewing access details, please click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a child has been born to us,  
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his 
shoulders; 

and he is named 
Wonder Counselor, Mighty 

God,  
Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 
 

                 ~Isaiah 9:6 (NRSV) 

Miriam Ava Chow was born on July 5, 2022 to 

proud parents Christal Nieman and Jonathan Chow, 
and doting big brother Davis. She was 7 lbs 6 oz and 

19.25 inches long at the time and has grown a lot 
since then! 

Grandparents Dawn and Jerry Nieman are absolutely 
delighted with baby Miriam. 

 
Thank you God, for the gift of children and 

grandchildren, and we share in this family’s joy at this 
blessed event. 

A Belated Welcome to the newest addition to the Nieman / Chow Family!  

Presenting Miss Miriam Chow 

 

https://www.themco.ca/concert/the-winnipeg-singers-2/
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The GSL Prayer group gathers together to pray in 

the style of Lectio Divina (where biblical texts are 

studied and meditated upon, with communal 

prayer finishing out our time together) and Prayers 

of the People (where we gather simply to lift up 

the concerns and thanksgivings of our lives in 

prayer) on alternating weeks. All are welcome. 

Please note that the Prayer Group will not meet on 

December 21st nor December 28th. On January 4th 

they resume praying in the style of a Lectio Divina 

Prayer Gathering. 

For December and January our prayer-worthy 

focus words are ‘ADORATION’ and ‘LIGHT’, and 

you are invited to lift up these focus words within 

your own daily prayer practices, in whatever way 

each word expresses itself to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Book Club will be taking a hiatus from reading and 
discussing a book in December. 

 
Looking ahead to January, we will be meeting at the 
home of Mogens and Lily, on a date and time to be 

announced. 
We will be reading and discussing the book 

REVERSED THUNDER 
written by Eugene Peterson 

 

Peterson's eloquent meditation on the Revelation of St. John 
engages the imagination and awakens the intellect to the 
vitality and relevance of the last words on scripture, Christ, 
church, worship, evil, prayer, witness, politics, judgement, 
salvation, and heaven. 
 

All are Welcome! 
 

 

Good Shepherd Women’s Group 

All women are invited to join us for an 
afternoon of fellowship and Bible Study at 
our monthly meetings held at the church on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 1:00 
p.m. 

December Meeting: 
Christmas Luncheon Meeting 

December 4 at 12 noon 
Study:  Tamar Daughter of King David 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Council Minutes Available 

Church council would like you know 
that minutes of all their meetings are 
available for any member to read 
upon request. Just contact the office 
and Sherry will be happy to oblige. 
 

to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 

 
                         ~Luke:2-11 (NRSV) 
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FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 

 

 

 

 

From Our  

Treasurer 

A new FLOWER CHART for 2023 will be hung on the Church bulletin 

board shortly. If you would like to provide flowers for the altar, just sign up 
for a week that is meaningful for you or that you would like to 
commemorate for some purpose. You can supply the flowers yourself, or 
as in the past, you can contact Heather Edwards directly to make a flower 
arrangement for you, that she’ll place on the altar for you. You can pick up 
your arrangements from the church at your leisure thereafter to continue 
to enjoy at home. Phone the office first if you don’t have a key. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

    The following is an update on our financial 
           YTD Status as of October 31, 2022: 
 
     YTD Total Income  $ 184,811.76 
     YTD Total Expenses  $ 192,336.61 
        Deficit   $    (7,524.85) 

Project Contingency Fund $   87,696.31 * 

* Invoices for paving of parking not yet withdrawn from PCF. 

           Thank you for your continued generosity  

 

A Note about 2022 Donation Receipts 

Thank you for your generous donations throughout the year. 

Your continued support of our church means we can continue to 

support others in meaningful and life-giving ways. 

 

Your 2022 Donation Receipts will be placed in your mail slots by 

the requisite date of February 28, 2022. Please try to pick them 

up from there. The office is open Monday through Friday from 

10 to 2 pm (but it is best to phone first @ 604-936-2939 to ensure 

someone will be here) to make arrangements to come in on days 

other than Sunday, or contact the office to have your donation 

receipt mailed out to you. 

 

If you do not have a mail slot at the church, your tax receipt will 

automatically be mailed out to you to the address we have on file.  

If your address has changed, please contact the office to 

update it. 

 

Long ago God spoke in many different ways 
to our fathers through the prophets, in 
visions, dreams, and even face to face, 
telling them little by little about his plans. 

But now in these days he has spoken to us 
through his Son to whom he has given 
everything and through whom he made the 
world and everything there is.  

                                     ~Hebrews 1:1-2  (TLB)  
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We are looking to add to our weekly roster of volunteers that provide worship service assistance. 

None of the duties required are onerous, all are easily learned, and we do provide training for 

each of these volunteer tasks. Please prayerfully consider how you can help out in the following 

areas: 

❖ Ushers 
❖ Readers 
❖ Communion Assistants 
❖ Communion Clean up 
❖ Fellowship Coffee Hosts 
❖ Fellowship Coffee Clean-up 
❖ Inside Plant Waterer 

…and then sign up on the Volunteer Sign-Up sheet on the table on Sunday morning. Please feel 

free to call the office or talk to any of the current volunteers that you see who are presently 

involved with any of these tasks, if you have any questions. 

Any time you can help out is greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Service Opportunities  
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ALTAR GUILD COORDINATOR 

We are looking for someone to serve as an Altar 

Guild Coordinator. This is the person who 

organizes and monitors the roster of volunteers 

who set up for communion and clean-up after 

communion. The Co-Ordinator does not do the 

work but organizes those who do. This person will 

be supported by the Worship Team and Pastor Eric 

so much help and advice is available. Please see 

Pastor Eric or any member of our Worship Team 

(Peter Schuler or Linda Walters) if you are 

interested. 

Tri-Cities Cold Weather MAT Program for the month of January 2023 

St. Laurence Anglican Church is once again offering the opportunity to serve our neighbours who are 

homeless/underhoused by providing cold weather overnight housing and hospitality including a warm meal for the 

month of January. 

They are looking for volunteers to serve in a variety of roles. If you wish to serve on site there are 2 shifts offered: 

in the evening (7-9 pm) or the morning (5:30-7:30 am). However, you can also provide food without needing to be 

onsite. A volunteer orientation meeting at St. Laurence is scheduled for 9am to 10:30 am on Saturday, December 

10th, See the poster and the invitation letter from the Mat Program Coordinator on the following two pages 

providing further details on this volunteer opportunity. 

REFUGEE TEAM MEMBER 

We are looking to recruit a Refugee Team to help monitor 

our current refugee relationships, respond to future 

requests for assistance, and make recommendations to the 

congregation around possible future sponsorships. In all 

our dealings with refugees we work closely with the 

Refugee Resettlement Office of CLWR, so the work of 

this team will be well supported. 

 

If you have a heart for the plight of refugees and are 

interested in working with people who have a similar 

passion, please speak to Pastor Eric. 

 

https://www.sanosansar.org/2013/02/kathmandu-debates-2013-coverage-by-the-kathmandu-post/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Excerpt from their recent letter providing a bit more information … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or if you don’t want to volunteer on site, here are examples of the food you could contribute  … 

 TRI-CITIES WINTER SHELTER FOOD AND MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS FOR JANUARY 2023 
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

“The Other People”  A Dialogue on Breaking Down Stereotypes 

On December 8, 2022, “The Other People” –will share their experiences as they work intentionally to 
break down stereotypes by working together to overcome racism, bigotry and inherent bias. Their 
backgrounds are all different - Sikh, Muslim, Christian, Asian/Buddhist, Black and Jewish – yet they are 
finding common ground in trying to break down racist and bigoted stereotypes. 

Come and hear what they have to say on December 8th at 8 pm at the Temple Sholom, 7190 Oak 
Street in Vancouver. See the poster on the next page for more information on this event.  

 

 

Leading in Faith Today (LIFT) Curriculum 

The Lay Academy was a collaborative program of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary and four Western Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada (ELCIC), that sought to provide continuing education opportunities for 
lay people and for those being prepared for lay leadership. The establishment 
of the Lay Academy came in response to the leadership needs and interest 
expressed by lay people, which led to the creation of the Leading In Faith 
Today (LIFT) curriculum. 

In 2023, Pastor Eric will lead those who are interested in a 4-session class on 
Luther’s Small Catechism (see description below. Our hope is to meet in 
person with an online option. The curriculum provides a study guide for the 
Pastor and each ‘student’ will receive a workbook (available digitally or in hard copy). Keep your eyes 
and ears open for further details. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  

The Small Catechism 
Course Developer:    H. Paul Schmidt 

This course explores 
Luther’s teachings on 
the Ten 
Commandments, the 
Apostles’ Creed and 
the Lord’s Prayer as 
well as the 
sacraments of 
baptism, confession 
and communion. 

It examines the theology of justification by grace 
through faith present throughout the Small 
Catechism and considers how this resource can 
be of value in the Christian church today. 

 

 
 

The royal line of David will be cut off, chopped 
down like a tree; but from the stump will grow 
a Shoot—yes, a new Branch from the old root. 
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
and might; the Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord. His delight will be obedience 
to the Lord. He will not judge by appearance, 
false evidence, or hearsay, but will defend the 

poor and the exploited. He will rule against the 
wicked who oppress them. For he will be 

clothed with fairness and with truth. 
 

                         ~Isaiah 11:1-5  (TLB) 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2023 – January 18-25 

Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity 2023 - Do good; seek 

justice (Isaiah 1:17) 

January 18 to 25, 2023 
 

Plans are in the works for another joint service with our 
neighbouring churches to celebrate the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity. Details will be announced as they 
become available.  

The Week of Prayer is a time set aside for Christians to 
recognize that the divisions between our churches 

cannot be separated from divisions within the wider 
human family. Praying together for Christian unity 

allows us to reflect on what unites us and to commit 
ourselves to confront oppression and division amongst 
humanity. 

The 2023 WPCU resources were developed by the 
Minnesota Council of Churches. They reflect the 

ecumenical work on racial justice in the U.S. following 
the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis in May ‘20. 
 

8-Day Bible Study – Do good; seek justice 

8 Day Bible Study  - Do good; seek justice (Isa. 1:17) 

 

The Prairie Centre for Ecumenism and the Regina Council of Churches will once again be 

offering an 8-day online Bible study on the theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
Each day will be led by a different Christian leader from across Saskatchewan. Mark your 

calendars for Jan. 18 to 25 from 12:15 to 1pm (except Sunday, Jan. 22 at 3pm). Stayed turned 
for further details as they become available. 
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Well, the past month for the Property Team (David S and Jerry N) has been a busy one to say the least! 
CEWE has completed the repaving of the parking lot, and the Property Committee was onsite from 
6:00 am to 6:30 pm for an entire week to direct parents and daycare children during the construction 
period through the church to the daycare entrance, without accessing the parking lot. The new asphalt 
parking looks beautiful, and it functions beautifully as well, since CEWE fixed the grade issue so more 
of the water runoff is directed now towards the parking lot drainpipes.  

The Property Team also attended to a sagging roof caused by a sinking support post. This was achieved 
by manually hoisting up both the roof and the support post and beam, adding reinforcing mesh and 
pouring about 10 inches of concrete under the footing which had not previously been there. The 
Property Team also managed to dig out and bury two conduit lines for future sprinkler upgrades 
together with the help of Dennis F, Rueben F, Val N, Greg S, Jane W, David W, and Bill Z. Finally, 
emergency repairs were made to an exterior door locking mechanism, and maintenance was done to 
two interior doors, along with replacement of plumbing parts in two toilets for optimal functioning.  

“Thank you” does not convey the gratitude we feel towards our Property Team’s leadership and 
dedication to caring for our aging church property, but it comes from the bottom of our hearts. 

Here are some pic’s so you get a sense of what’s been happening behind the scenes… 

Property Matters 

Jerry watching removal of old 

pavement at the front door. 

Grinding Old Pavement in the Handicapped Spots at the 

front entrance. 

Packing, rolling and backhoe 

Doing Asphalt Hand-work at church entrance 
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Grinding our eastern driveway up to the 

conduit trench previously hand installed. 

Two operators; Tess doing the technical 

stuff and Kyle up top driving 

Conduit Trench 

Roof supported so that 

column base can be 

excavated and a new 

footing installed. Cuts 

are made in the old 

asphalt (which has 

sunk) and is ready to 

be removed. 

Metal mesh added 

under the post 

footing, and the 

first bag of 

concrete mix 

applied by hand 

(and foot!).  
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In November we settled back into a regular rhythm of Friday night 
events at Good Shepherd and Saint Laurence. We played games, 
enjoyed some snacks, sang songs, and had some great 
conversations.  

Jason and I were blessed to share a meal with some of our senior 
youth in November. We did something similar in October and are 
looking forward to having more get-togethers in the new year. With school demands, and busy 
schedules, it has been a wonderful way to stay connected.  

In December we are looking forward to some exciting Advent events. We will join other youth from the 
Lower Mainland for a DYM (Diocesan Youth Movement) worship night in Vancouver. We will decorate 
paper bags for the Wednesday Lunch Club (as we have done the last two years) and hear about the folks 
who will be receiving the bags and the ministry being provided. We will take a trip to the PNE Winter Fair, 
sleepover at Saint Laurence, and enjoy a joint Christmas pageant at the Sunday morning service.  

Dec. 2, 6pm - Advent worship night @ St. Michael’s Anglican, Vancouver 

Dec. 9, 7pm - Christmas outreach @ Good Shepherd Lutheran, Coquitlam 

Dec. 17/18 - Family trip to PNE Winter Fair + youth sleepover @ St. Laurence, Coquitlam 

In January we will once again be meeting on Friday nights, and we will be working toward CLAY! More 
information will be coming, but here are a few details:  

CLAY 2023: Ashes & Embers 
Coming August 10-13 in Waterloo, Ontario 
https://claygathering.ca/ 

If you have any questions, or are interested in attending CLAY, please do not hesitate to contact me 
(rachel.genge@outlook.com) or Jason (stlyouthandfam@gmail.com)  

With peace and blessings, 

Rachel Genge and Jason Wood 
rachel.genge@outlook.com and stlyouthandfam@gmail.com  

If you have any questions about ignYte (a joint ministry of Good Shepherd Lutheran & Saint Laurence Anglican, open to youth grades 
7-12 from across the Tri-Cities and North Burnaby region) please do not hesitate to reach out. New faces are always welcome. 
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News from our BC Synod… 

Dear Friends,  
 

It is with great joy that we share the following pictures  of the recent Ordination and Installation of Pastor 
Nicolas Alexandre at Christ the King, Surrey on October 15.  Pastor Vida Jaugelis was installed at Gloria 
Dei, North Vancouver on November 12 and Pastor Barbara Groote's Installation service at Christ, 
Kelowna was on November 19. 

 

  

 

  

News from Lutheran Theological Seminary… 

Dear Friends,  
 

Re: Hordern Chair Appointment 
 

Lutheran Theological Seminary Saskatoon is 
pleased to announce that the Rev. Dr. Kayko 
Driedger Hesslein has been appointed William 
Hordern Professor of Theology, commencing 
January 1, 2023. 
The official announcement appears 
here: https://lutherantheological.ca/lts-news/lts-
announces-the-appointment-of-the-rev-dr-kayko-
driedger-hesslein-as-hordern-professor 
  
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=list-manage.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9zYXNrc3lub2QudXM3Lmxpc3QtbWFuYWdlLmNvbS90cmFjay9jbGljaz91PTkzOTEyM2I0MWZmY2UyMDgyNWVmOTc5NGQmaWQ9NjI2MGJiOTYwMiZlPTkxNDc5MGZlZTA=&i=NjE3NmY3MjQwZTI4Y2MwZmQ2OWE2YTY4&t=TGRlTys5b0FhamZTYjliNXIwZGdZY1VzbS9MMzZOWCtGMkI0ZHhJM2NTST0=&h=4a4778c7cf274166b322796ae6a1c354&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZp8hAofiQfBr85u6LzzynSTHBDQ1OhNUcd6Tlh1i5G6z5zg8lKh7cbRpgHIjJircwC70nzxqvclzFirIkdiI2Pp0aG3WQ0NoYLrPdi4BFKcA==
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=list-manage.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9zYXNrc3lub2QudXM3Lmxpc3QtbWFuYWdlLmNvbS90cmFjay9jbGljaz91PTkzOTEyM2I0MWZmY2UyMDgyNWVmOTc5NGQmaWQ9NjI2MGJiOTYwMiZlPTkxNDc5MGZlZTA=&i=NjE3NmY3MjQwZTI4Y2MwZmQ2OWE2YTY4&t=TGRlTys5b0FhamZTYjliNXIwZGdZY1VzbS9MMzZOWCtGMkI0ZHhJM2NTST0=&h=4a4778c7cf274166b322796ae6a1c354&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZp8hAofiQfBr85u6LzzynSTHBDQ1OhNUcd6Tlh1i5G6z5zg8lKh7cbRpgHIjJircwC70nzxqvclzFirIkdiI2Pp0aG3WQ0NoYLrPdi4BFKcA==
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=list-manage.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9zYXNrc3lub2QudXM3Lmxpc3QtbWFuYWdlLmNvbS90cmFjay9jbGljaz91PTkzOTEyM2I0MWZmY2UyMDgyNWVmOTc5NGQmaWQ9NjI2MGJiOTYwMiZlPTkxNDc5MGZlZTA=&i=NjE3NmY3MjQwZTI4Y2MwZmQ2OWE2YTY4&t=TGRlTys5b0FhamZTYjliNXIwZGdZY1VzbS9MMzZOWCtGMkI0ZHhJM2NTST0=&h=4a4778c7cf274166b322796ae6a1c354&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZp8hAofiQfBr85u6LzzynSTHBDQ1OhNUcd6Tlh1i5G6z5zg8lKh7cbRpgHIjJircwC70nzxqvclzFirIkdiI2Pp0aG3WQ0NoYLrPdi4BFKcA==
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Charity CHECK IN 
 

World Toilet Day: World Toilet Day was November 19th, and we collected items to support the outreach 
ministries of two other churches that already reach out to those who need the help. This year our collected 
donations supported 

➢ Cariboo Road Church and their Christmas Fellowship Community Fridge: They were looking for 
large full-size toiletries item which will be giving away at their community fridge room to low-income 
families every Tuesday and Thursday. This ministry connects people with low income to food and other 
daily essentials, and to pray with those who come into the door sharing faith. 

➢ Holy Trinity Anglican Cathedral and their Breakfast Ministries: They were looking for small travel 
size items which they will be giving away along with a hot breakfast every Saturday morning to 
homeless, low income, precariously housed, or anyone else in need. This ministry provides a hot meal, 
clothing, and toiletries to all.  

Here are the items these churches were hoping to collect (both in travel and full-size items) and a check 
mark indicates donations that we received beside each item: 

Toothpaste Feminine hygiene products  Pet food Lotion  

Toothbrush  Socks (men & ladies)  Gift cards (grocery store Deodorant  

Dental floss  Underwear (men & ladies)     or a food establishment) Toilet paper  

Shampoo  Rain gear (rain jackets, umbrellas, Body wash Soap Bars  

Comb    rain poncho)  Lip Balm   

We are very pleased with the generous outpouring of 
of items to help refill these other church’s pantries. 
The recipients of our donations extend their thanks to 
all who donated any toiletry item in response to this 
drive, and want you to rest assured that these items 
will serve many low income, no income, homeless, 
precariously housed, and needy people this winter.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Give Gifts from the Heart this Christmas! Canadian Lutheran World Relief’s new Gifts from the Heart catalogue is at 
the church, and has something to inspire and delight anyone on your list this year. It’s full of meaningful, tangible 
gifts that will touch your loved ones and share God’s love with the world! Please help yourself to a hard copy on the 
front entrance table. Alternately, you can access the catalogue digitally now by clicking here or visiting 
clwr.org/GFTH.  

 

 

 
 
  

Some donated items 

missing from photo 

https://www.clwr.org/gfth2022
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Contributed by Claire Thompson & David Stroud ~ energizing the renewing Gospel for all 

creation around the world: in the healing hands of a church seeking social, economic & climate justice.  

 
A New Start 

 

As we at Good Shepherd start a New Year in the church calendar, the Kwitwetlem First Nation is 

also realizing a new start.  For more than two decades the First Nation has been actively involved 

in stewardship projects aimed at restoring sockeye salmon in the Coquitlam watershed. 

On November 17th, 2022, First Nation leaders joined B.C. Hydro, Fisheries & Oceans Canada, and 

Metro Vancouver in a Blessing and ground breaking ceremony at the Coquitlam Lake watershed 

for a new Salmon Hatchery, which will be built nearby the Coquitlam Dam. 

Since 2003, the First Nation has succeeded in restoring a small salmon run and the new hatchery 

aims to build on that progress. 

Many people have been involved in this project which has among other things worked on 

restoration of the lower Coquitlam River to make it more habitable for returning salmon. 

For the hatchery itself the primary partners are: 

The Kwitwetlem First Nation - who will ultimately be responsible for operating the hatchery once 

it is completed. 

B.C. Hydro - who is providing funding to design, build and operate the hatchery as well as 

providing funding for technical work experience to train First Nation members 

Metro Vancouver -who is providing the land and water supply as well as land for nearby cultural 

use. 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada who are providing technical support and technical guidance from 

DFO hatchery technicians, biologists and veterinarians. 

At the Ceremony, Kwikwetlem Chief Ed Hall said, “This project is grounded in conservation and 

reconciliation and in keeping with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples.” 

Let our Good Shepherd Flock give thanks to all the many levels of Government, companies, 

conservation groups, donors, and university students who have committed to not only salmon 

restoration, but also reconciliation with our First Nations. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Claire Thompson 

 

 
  

LOCAL CHURCH        GL BAL    CARE           Expanding our View 
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Down 
(1)  The town in Galilee where 

Joseph and Mary lived 
before Joseph was 
registered. 

(3)  Jesus’s human father. 
(4)  Because Joseph was a 

____ of King David, he 
had to register in a 
different city other than 
where he was living. 

(8) Joseph’s wife to be, and 
the mother of Jesus. 

(9)  Mary treasured the words 
the angels had said about 
Jesus, and ____ them in 
her heart. 

(11) The angels sang “Glory to 
God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth ___ 
among those he favors!”  

Merry Christmas 
and a most 

Happy New Year 
To all our families 

At GSLC! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Across: 
(2) The angel’s revelation about Jesus: “…who is the M-----, the Lord.” (v11) 
(5) A decree went out from Emperor _____ that all were to register. 
(6) Suddenly, the angel was joined with a ___ of heavenly host… 
(7) The town in Judea that Mary and Joseph travelled to, in order to register. 
(10) The angel said “Fear not, for I bring you (2 words) of great joy…” 
(12) The shepherds told what the angels had said about Jesus, and all who heard it were ___. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

               

For unto us a child is born; unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder. These will be his royal 
titles: “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The 
Mighty God,” “The Everlasting Father,” 
“The Prince of Peace.”    ~ Isaiah 9:6 TLB 
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Weekly Church Events 

As we close out the calendar year of 2022, we are continuing to offer a number of opportunities to gather 
for fellowship, worship and learning. You are invited to join in any one or all of these events in-person or 
over Zoom. The links to join any of these meetings below can be found on our website gslcc.ca. All are 
welcome! 

Sunday mornings at 9 am –Bible Study over Zoom 

We meet Sunday mornings at 9am for a brief bible study. We will be moving to a hybrid format in the 
new year. More details to follow. However, until then we are meeting on Zoom . You can access the link 
through our website.  

Sunday Morning Worship  

We gather every Sunday morning at 10:30 for our weekly worship service. This service will continue to be 
live streamed over our YouTube Channel, and a recording of the service posted shortly after the service 
ends.  

NEW: Seniors Bible Study – Wednesday Mornings 

If all goes well, we will resume our Wednesday Morning bible studies in the new year. Following 

our former format we will meet every 2nd Wednesday at 10:30 am with a start date to be 

announced. Please stay tuned for further details. 

 

Wednesday afternoon Prayer Gathering at 1 pm over Zoom  

Our prayer gatherings continue, alternating between praying Lectio Divina style & free-style ‘Prayers of 
the People’. Praying aloud is not mandatory. All are welcome. Zoom access to our Wednesday prayer 
gatherings at 1 pm are accessible by going to the main page of our website (gslcc.ca) and scrolling 
halfway down to Weekly Meetings. Click on the Prayer Group button which provides an embedded link to 
join the prayer group. 

Second and Fourth Thursdays afternoons at 4 pm – Zoom Happy Hour 

All are welcome to join in for an hour of fellowship on the 2nd and 4th and 5th Thursday of each month. It’s 
always a fun time of social interaction and engaging in lively conversation about what’s going on in our 
lives and in our world.  


