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Nothing brings home the passage of time quite like a photo does it? The one above was taken during 

my very first week at Good Shepherd in 2001. How things have changed! And yet how much it 

feels like it’s just yesterday we stood under that tree.  

This picture was brought to mind for me after the celebration this past Sunday of the 25th 

anniversary of my ordination. What a memorable day that was too. Words can hardly express the 

deep appreciation I have for the love, kindness, and generosity you continue to show me and my 

family. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you do and all you are. 

The words on the top of the gift box you gave me were “You are a blessing.” Those are the words 

that I wish to return to all of you. As the psalm for Thanksgiving Sunday proclaims, “Happy are 

those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts. We shall be satisfied with the 

goodness of your house.” (Psalm 65:4). 

What is the goodness of this house called Good Shepherd? It is the people God has brought near and 

nurtured in faith under this roof for six+ decades. It is the warm and caring relationships that bind us 

together. And it’s the love of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit that surround, fill, and uphold this beloved community day by day. Thanks be to God!  
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❖ POETRY NIGHT WITH THE TROUPE DE POETRY!: The Troupe de Poetry (Kate Wright is a 

member) is putting on two poetry events at the church: Oct 16 & Nov 13. Come one, come 
all to these free events! See page 17 for all the details. And as a segue… 

❖ CREATIVE CORNER is a new newsletters space that hopes to showcase God’s unique 

creative gifts among our brothers and sisters at GSLC. See page 11 for all the details. 

❖ REFUGEE TEAM: Status Updates from our Refugee Ministry will be shared from time to help keep you 

informed of our refugee applicants status. See page 12 for the latest details. 

 

 

  

 

Family Night 
Our next shared-ministry event with St. Laurence Anglican church is a Family Night event at St. Laurence on 
October 21st from 4:30 to 6 pm. We’ll play some games, enjoy some interactive bible teaching, participate in 
some interactive prayer stations, and enjoy a family friendly communion service and dinner together. Save 
the date, and plan on bringing your kids or grandkids to this fun, uplifting event.  

Guest speaker from Talitha Koum 
The Good Shepherd Women (GSW)’s Group has invited a guest speaker from Talitha Koum Society to come 

and speak at the church on October 10th at 1 pm. Both GSW and the church itself supports this local women 

and children’s supportive housing ministry. All who are curious – both men and women – are invited to come 

to the church on October 10th at 1 pm to hear the Talitha Koum presentation and stay for some light 

refreshments that will follow. All women are then welcome to stay afterwards for the GSW’s Annual General 

Meeting that follows. Even if you have never attended one of our meetings before, come on out and find out 

what GSW is all about! All are welcome. 

 

Toilet Day Drive 
Sanitation is a pivotal human rights issue. Access to sanitation helps keep human waste out of the water and 

food chains, maintain the dignity of personhood, protect from diseases and to reduce malnutrition. This year 

World Toilet Day falls on November 19th, and we will be gathering items until then for donation to End 

Homelessness Burnaby and Holy Trinity Cathedral, to assist with their outreach ministries to those in need. 

See the item on page 10 for all the details. 

Tri-Cities Winter Shelter 
GSLC is once again assisting St. Laurence Anglican Church to provide hospitality, meals and overnight shelter 

to those people who are unhoused in the Tri-Cities area. Progressive Housing Society will again be doing the 

hands-on client engagement, but there are many areas in which volunteers are able to help those in need, too. 

You could volunteer for a shift, donate food, meals or clothing, or even make a financial donation for specific 

needs that may arise. See the article on page 9 for specific ways you can get involved in this outreach ministry. 

Thanksgiving Food Drive for World Food Day 
We are once collecting food for the Food Bank by way of our Thanksgiving Food Drive, which continues until 
World Food Day on October 16th. You’ll notice a bin in the Narthex where you can deposit your grocery 

donation. If you’d prefer to make a financial donation, you can do so with your regular offering noting the 

donation amount to directed to our Thanksgiving Food Drive. Because the need is so great right now, please 
continue to bring in your food items for sharing with those less fortunate. Your gifts are greatly appreciated 
by all who receive them. See the item on page 8 for all the details. 
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October & November Birthday Greetings 

We extend birthday greetings to members who are celebrating birthdays in October or November: 

Vera Beech 

Bob Berry 

Gene Blishen 

Sam Cornelson 

Rory Erickson 

James Gamboa 

Choyce Huculak 

Lydia Inoue-Zwicker 

Ethan Le Roux 

Asta Marquess 

Liana McGreevy 

Emily Myers 

Melody Nejati 

 

Mo Patz 

Kiyan Saed 

Radyn Saed 

Zach Schuler 

Christopher Seidel 

Terry Shular 

Dave Sommerfeld 

Steven Stickler 

Doug Tremain 

Ruth von Hertzberg 

David Wills 

Bevelyn Yen 

David Yen 

 

 

 Linda Berry Bob Knudson 

Margaret Bjork Elinor Knudson 

Marjun Blishen Sarah Knudson 

Caitlin Catterall Vivian Kroeker 

Michelle Chan Lauren LeRoux 

Dean Cornelson Carole Lentz 

Alex Darts Brad Newton 

Evan Darts Sue Power 

Doris Deiter Beverly Poznachuk 

Nicole Denison Ruth Roberts 

Dorothy Durand Shayan Saed 

Carol Erickson Ashley Savage 

Lois Forss Eric Schuler 

Nikolaj Hansen Lily Seidel 

Karen Harris Elaine Sinton 

Keith Harris Jack Sinton 

Margaret Hartley Diana Sturhahn 

Gordon Hunt Gail Tremain 

Betty Jones Lil Vigurs 

Bonnie Karhukangas Linda Walters 

 
 

Kate Wright 

With Birthday Blessings to all 

from your 

Good Shepherd Family! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Celebration of Pastor Eric’s 25th Anniversary of Ordination 

 

It is our great blessing that Pastor Eric accepted God's call to ministry 25 years ago, and that he and Heather 
and the family have dwelt among us for over 20 years.  The wider church body is also enriched by his service 
as Chair of the BC Synod Council of the ELCIC. Thanks be to God, and to all who joined the celebration.  

We joyfully celebrated Pastor Eric's 25th Anniversary 
of Ordination following worship on October 1st, 
feasting on Black Forest cake and surprising Pastor 
and Heather with the means to see and hear God in 
the beauty of Harrison Hot Springs--a gift of gratitude 
from the GSL flock.   

The package included gift cards to Harrison Hot 
Springs Resort and Ya Doma Forest Therapy, and 
funds they can apply toward e-bike rentals, golf, spa 
treatments, meals and treats, area tours, best-priced 
gasoline, etc.  May they be refreshed and rewarded 
by having a mini-vacation at a time of their choosing. 

 
 
May they be refreshed and rewarded by having a mini-
vacation at a time of their choosing.   
 
It is our great blessing that Pastor Eric accepted God's 
call to ministry 25 years ago, and that he and Heather 
and the family have dwelt among us for over 20 
years.  The wider church body is also enriched by his 
service as Chair of the BC Synod Council of the ELCIC. 
Thanks be to God, and to all who joined in this 
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in this celebration.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

For specific requests for prayer, please contact Kate Wright at 

kfwright@hotmail.com or Claire Thompson at 

604-939-3086.   Your prayer request will quickly be passed to our 

congregational prayer chain. 
 

Elmer Krushel, Pastor Eric’s father who is in hospital and 

undergoing rehab to gain strength after suffering from 

covid.  

Karl Fawthorpe, Les Wills brother-in-law and best friend, 

who was recently hospitalized on the Island after a fall and 

some recent incidents of losing consciousness. Pray for 

wisdom and guidance for his caregivers. 

Gene Blishen’s cousin Murray who has been diagnosed 

with a lesion on his brain, that he and his wife Laverne may 

know strength, peace and healing.  

Gene Blishen’s cousin Eileen who lives in Ireland, who is 

suffering with a thyroid condition, that she may receive 

treatment quickly and effectively. 

For our refugee team, as they continue to faithfully steward 

our refugee commitments and requests for sponsorships.  

For those in our community who are having difficulty 

finding affordable housing, and those who are housing-

insecure.  

For all of creation, that as human beings we will learn and 

be inspired to do what we can to practice faithful care of 

creation. 

 

Thanksgiving! Please join us as we thank God:  

❖ for all who helped and are helping 

with the Tri-Cities Winter Shelter. 

❖ for our choir and their director Lily 

who add so much to our worship 

life. 

❖ for Sherry and her caring and 

dedicated service to the 

administration of our congregation. 
 

For Our Prayers 

Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to 
God. 

~ Philippians 4:6 

Rest in Peace, dear Sister 

Dorothy Durand passed away on 
August 26th surrounded by her family 

and those who loved her.  

We continue to ask for comfort for 
Dorothy’s three children (Bonnie, 

Shannon and James) and their 
families, as they grieve her loss and 
bid her farewell but not goodbye.  

 

A Celebration of Life service was held 
on September 9th at Burkeview 

Chapel in Port Coquitlam where she 
was remembered fondly by all in 
attendance, and where we joined 
with Dorothy’s family, celebrating 

that she is reunited with her beloved 
husband Roland, and that together 

she rests with Jesus.  

 

For everything there is a season, a 
time for every activity under 
heaven. A time to be born and a 
time to die. A time to plant and a 
time to harvest. 

~ Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 NLT 
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Wednesday afternoons at 1 pm over Zoom, the 

Prayer Group meets for a time of prayer. We 

alternate praying in the style of Lectio Divina 

(where biblical texts are studied & meditated 

upon, with communal prayer finishing out our 

time together) and Prayers of the People (where 

we gather simply to lift up the concerns and 

thanksgivings of our daily lives in prayer).  

Access is easy through the GSLC website 

(https://www.gslcc.ca) by scrolling halfway down 

the screen to “Weekly Meetings”, clicking on the 

Prayer Group button, and you’ll find the imbedded 

Zoom access link there.  

All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 
All are invited to join us at our next book club on 
Thursday, October 26th  at 7:15 pm at the home of 
Mogens and Lily Hansen. We will be reading and 
discussing the book: 

State of Fear 

by Michael Crichton 
This is a fictional work that uses a mix of speculation, real 
world data, plus technological innovations as fundamental 
storyline devices. The debate over global warming serves 
as the backdrop for the book. Crichton supplies a personal 
afterword and two appendices that link the fictional part of 
the book with real examples of his thesis. 

For November, book chosen for reading and discussing is:  

Disarming Scripture 

by Derek Flood 
Disarming Scripture is a marvellous resource for those 
troubled by how the Bible has been used to justify violence 
and to harm others. It teaches us to learn to read the Bible 
like Jesus did. 

All are welcome! 

 

Good Shepherd Women’s Group 

All women are invited to gather for an afternoon of 
fellowship and Bible Study at our monthly meetings 

held at the church on the second Tuesday of the month 
at 1:00 p.m. 

 

October General Meeting 
Tuesday, October 10 at 1:00 pm.  

Our meeting will begin with a guest speaker from 
Talitha Koum followed by refreshments and the 

general meeting, where we will be discussing 
projects and events, funding distribution, election 

of executive and general business items.   
 

November’s Bible Study and meeting  will be held 
on November 14th at 1:00 pm when we will be 

discussing Hulda from the Book of 2 Kings 
Study Leader – Kate Wright 

Refreshments – Flora and Terry 
 

All are Welcome! 

 

Pray all the time. Ask God for anything in 
line with the Holy Spirit’s wishes. Plead 
with him, reminding him of your needs, and 
keep praying earnestly for all Christians 
everywhere. 

~ Ephesians 6:18 

 

https://www.gslcc.ca/
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FALL SPECIAL SERVICES TO NOTE 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 29, 2023 

We will be celebrating Reformation 
Sunday in ecumenical style!  

Our current plan is to host the 
congregation of St. Laurence 
Anglican in our building for a 
Reformation Sunday service. Both of 
our congregational choirs are 
working on a joint anthem, and 
members of their community will be 
assisting with the service that day in 
difference capacities.  

What a great way to celebrate the 
continuing renewal of God’s church!  

Please save the day, and plan on 
attending if you are able. 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 5, 2023 

As is our tradition we will remember and 
celebrate those saints in our lives who we have 
known and loved, and who now rest in God’s 
eternal and loving care. Sheets will be available 
mid-October where you can print names that 
will be read during that remembrance part of 
the service. As we’ve done in the past, we invite 
you to submit photographs of those saints in 
your lives you will be remembering. We will be 
projecting those pictures during the worship 
service at the time of the candle-lighting. Please 
submit your photos in as large a size as possible 
(if electronic). If you only have a print photo, 
please contact the office so we can scan it for 
projection.  

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 26, 2023 

Enjoy the special music of the day, where 
we celebrate Jesus Christ as our King of king 
and Lord of lords. Please stay posted for 
further details and plans. 

PRAISE APPEAL SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 15, 2023 

Save the date! Details to be announced soon. 

Pastor Eric is away leading a BC Synod Council 
Meeting all weekend, so former intern Elina Singh will 
be guest preaching this day, with the GSW’s group 
helping out with reading, prayers and communion. 

It will be great see our former intern and welcome her 
back to our family of believers as she moves forward 
on her journey to ordination. 

DECEMBER 3, 2023 

Advent begins! 

HEALING SERVICE 
NOVEMBER 12TH, 2023 

Save the Date, and stay tuned for further 
information as it becomes available.  
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From Our  

Treasurer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    The following is an update on our financial 
           YTD Status as of July 31, 2023: 
 
     YTD Total Income  $ 152,216.05 
     YTD Total Expenses  $ 161,207.74 
        Deficit   $  ( 8,991.69) 

Project Contingency Fund   $ 10,892.53 

Thank you for your continued faithful generosity . 

 

DONNA AND KEITH HARRIS have new email 
addresses… 

donnakh78@gmail.com 
keitheh78@gmail.com 

 
Please update your church directory 

accordingly! 

 

Directory Updates 

Crazy Ideas Board 

Our Crazy Ideas board is on-going. We invite 
everyone to add your thoughts and ideas as 
they occur to you over the weeks and months 
ahead. Maybe your idea is something you 
wondered about for awhile. Maybe it’s 
something you’ve seen another church do. 
Maybe its something you’ve read about in the 
newspaper or magazine, or online. Maybe it’s 
something that occurred to you while in 
conversation with a friend or a stranger. 
However the inspiration hits you, everyone’s 
ideas are welcome. And you never know how 
an idea might get put to use in the future. 

So keep those ideas coming… keep them 
spontaneous and crazy… and keep your eyes 
open for future missional projects that just 
may have been inspired from your spark of an 
idea. 

 

mailto:donnakh78@gmail.com
mailto:keitheh78@gmail.com
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Thanksgiving Food Drive 

 

FOR ALL YOUR BLESSINGS! 

Our Food Bank Bin in in the Narthex!  

Thank you to all who have brought in food items for 
the foodbank. We will continue to collect food  
until World Food Day on October 16th.  

Because the need is so great right now, please 
continue to bring in your food items for sharing with 
those less fortunate. We encourage all those who 
have not yet done so, to please donate as they are 
able to your local foodbank, either through this food 
drive or drop it off personally at the local food bank.  
 WESBILD recently matched cash donations up to $7,000 made 
to the foodbank! Thanks you for your generosity, WESBILD! 
But even so, your gift still matters and is important, no matter the size! 

Thank you for caring about our neighbours in need. Your gifts are greatly appreciated by all who receive them.  
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If you would like to get involved and join the team of volunteers who have already signed 
up, please speak with Pastor Eric. No prior experience is necessary.  

(The only prerequisite is a willing and compassionate heart to help those in need.) 

 

 
The Tri-Cities Winter Shelter is again offering shelter to  
our neighbours without housing in the Tri-Cities area. During 
the month of October, St. Laurence Anglican Church, 
together with the Progressive Housing Society, will begin 
offering hospitality, overnight shelter and meals to those in 
need. Our church has committed to doing 5 shifts (2 
morning and 3 evening), as well as supplying food.  
 
 
 

If early mornings or later nights is not your thing, you could always consider purchasing 
specific items to contribute to their food pantry, or sundry items that are given to the guests 
who need them. We have 2 bins in the narthex in which to deposit the requisite foodstuff or 
other items. See below for inspiration. 

 

Tri-Cities Winter Shelter Food & Miscellaneous Requirements for October 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

For all/anything you can 

do to help out with this 

worthwhile ministry! 
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World Toilet Day 
We all know that sanitation is a pivotal human rights issue. Access to sanitation helps keep human waste out of 
the water and food chains, maintain the dignity of personhood, protect from diseases and to reduce 
malnutrition. This year World Toilet Day falls on November 19th, and we will be gathering items until then for 
donation to End Homelessness Burnaby and Holy Trinity Cathedral, to assist with their outreach ministries to 

those in need.                      Your donated items will help & it is appreciated! 
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How you made me is amazing and wonderful.  

I praise you for that. What you have done is 

wonderful. I know that very well.”  ~ Psalm 139:14 

God gave each of us gifts. We use them in service, and to give us joy and life. He wired each of us uniquely, 

and provided us with individual skills and abilities. Some we can see and hear (just look at our gifted 

musicians that bring such a blessing to our service) and for others, their unique gifts and talents remain silent 

until one day, a light is shined upon it (ie. Kate’s gift of poetry) or until it is deliberately coaxed out.  

We’d like to try to create a forum in which we can showcase your God-given creative gifts. Poetry? Art? 

Music? (think Peter Schuler’s communion song now being sung outside our doors) Sewing? Crafting? If you 

would like to showcase your gifts, all are welcome to submit a picture(in jpeg) or text of their creative 

gifting. We will try in future newsletters to put them in over the months ahead.  

This is not an exercise to critique gifts, but rather one where we can recognize in others their God-given 

gifts, and then thank God for the gifts he has given to them! All are welcome to submit pictures of their 

uniquely created endeavours. Please include with it the inspiration that sparked your creativity - if you were 

even aware of it! 
 

 

 

“ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Coming Back From the Church                   . 

 

Today's prayer was held at an outdoor forest.  

The kids caught a cold, so we deliberately came a little late to avoid too much commotion.  

When we arrived, the pastor carried a guitar and led everyone in singing songs. 

That was a beautiful moment. 

Kids could play in the nearby daycare,  

enjoying the sandbox, climbing equipment, and the daycare yard.  

The sunlight arrived just right, warming us all.  

I occasionally hummed along to the songs,  

even though sometimes I couldn't find where I was.  

Coming here every week lets me feel tenderness, love, and peace.  

Yes, there are too many uncertainties for me to face.  

But I know that everything is not too bad.  

Today is Pie Day, a good relaxation opportunity for us as we seldom eat sweets in our daily lives.  

When we left, I packed the remaining two kinds of pie, and I hope this sweetness can continue.  

As I was about to get in the car, we met a church friend and had a talk. 

Her kind and clear face infected me again.  

I hope I can also be as clear when I reach that age.  

Thank you, Good Shepherd. 

Bringing sweetness and peace today. 

 

 

  

Penned by: Sammie Sun 

Inspiration: Seeing the joy in her children’s faces after the outside service on the grounds, and the welcome 

of those around her. 
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As we move into the fall and a new year of programs and activities, we are looking 

to expand our roster of helpers and assistants. If you can help with any of the 

following, please sign up on the volunteer sign up sheet. Even if you have no 

experience, training for all positions will be provided. 

❖ Ushers 
❖ Readers 
❖ Communion Set up 
❖ Communion Assistants 
❖ Communion Clean up  
❖ Fellowship Coffee Set-Up 

 

REFUGEE UPDATE 
We are so happy to be asked to share an update with you! 

The GSLC Refugee Team has met several times to review the status of our two current co-sponsorship applicants 

who we are co-sponsoring through the Family Link CLWR Program together with their aunt, Ruta Kifle: Tesfay and 

his brother Mikael. Tesfay’s refugee application is well along Canada’s refugee-immigration process, and is nearing 

completion. Mikael’s application has been submitted and is beginning its multiyear processing under Canada’s 

refugee-immigration process.  While there is civil unrest and wars among many countries within Africa, Mikael has 

relocated to Sudan where things are more stable. You may remember their eldest brother Solomon, who arrived in 

Canada a couple of years ago. He is doing very well. He continues to work full time in the construction industry and 

he now has his own apartment which he will eventually share with Tesfay when he arrives,. 

The team recently received another request from a young Coquitlam mother, Rozina Kahsu, who wants us to 

consider co-sponsoring her brother Tuemzgi, who is a UN registered refugee. We met with Rozina & her husband, 

Johannes, on September 21 and had an excellent discussion that covered their general information, work history, ties 

to the local Eritrean community, financial status, and plans to support Tuemzgi’s settlement here. The team was very 

impressed with the couple’s sincerity, their keen desire to help Rozina’s brother, and their stable financial situation 

that supported their plans. Next steps for Rozina are to meet with CLWR’s representative, Senait, who will explain 

fully about all financial and other responsibilities they must be prepared to make in order to move the application 

forward. 

The team intends to keep the congregation advised on the status and outcomes of these refugee applications through 

newsletter updates. Should you have any specific questions or want to help out, feel free to contact any of the team 

members: Sherry Russell, Mo Patz, Val Newton and Pastor Eric. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Service Opportunities 

As well, if you are someone who likes to care for our indoor plants, we’re looking for someone to drop by the 

church once a week to keep our plants watered and healthy. 

Finally, if you have time on your hands and gifts, skills, experience, or talents to share in any way, please see 

Pastor Eric. We’d love to help you find a way to u make use of what you have to offer, in service to others.   
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What a great start to the 2023 school year! We gathered at Good Shepherd 

on Wednesday, September 13th – a new night of the week for us to meet – 

caught up with one another, played some games in the forest, celebrated a 

birthday, hung out in the awesome new youth room, and sang songs (the 

acoustics in there are great!). It was one of what we are hope will be a series 

of wonderful events this year.  

We will start October off with a Tri-Cities Youth Worship Night on Friday the 6th. We will then return to our 

regularly scheduled Wednesday nights - alternating, as scheduling allows, between Saint Laurence and Good 

Shepherd. Aside from our Wednesday night events, we are also looking forward to: 

- lending a hand with the cold mat program on Saturday, October 21st at Saint Laurence,  

- participating in a Sunday morning Church Service and sharing some highlights and memories from CLAY 

- and hopefully taking a trip to a corn maze!  

In November we are hoping to organize a progressive dinner, start a fundraising plan for our next CLAY trip, and 

continue to meet on Wednesday nights. If you would like to be involved with ignYte, or have any questions or 

suggestions, please do not hesitate to reach out.  

 

With great thanks and hope,  

Rachel Genge and Jason Wood  

rachel.genge@outlook.com and stlyouthandfam@gmail.com 

ignYte is a joint ministry of St. Laurence Anglican and Good Shepherd Lutheran, open to youth grades 7-12 from across the Tri-Cities 
and North Burnaby region. We desire to create a bravely welcoming community where youth can bring their full selves, create lasting 
friendships, kindle a joyful faith, and be energized to spread Christ’s love in every part of their lives.. New faces are always welcome. 
  

COMING UP… 

Sept. 27  Decorating party @ GSL  (Post note: Thank you GSLC for the providing us with the bones of a great 
hangout space. Challenge accepted – to make it our own!!) 

Oct. 6  Tri-Cities Youth Worship Night at Blue Mountain Baptist Church 450 Blue Mountain Street, (Blue 
Mountain & Austin Avenue)  . Join with youth from churches across the Tri-Cities for an energetic night 
of fun, food, worship, and inspiration! We've been to a few of these now, and it's always an incredible 
opportunity to gather together to worship Jesus from our different schools and churches. This time 
we're meeting at Blue Mountain Baptist in Coquitlam. Hope you can make it! 

Oct. 11  ignYte @ St. Laurence 
Oct. 18 ignYte - TBD 
Oct. 21 Help w/ Cold Weather Mat program 
Oct. 25 ignYte @ GSL - service prep 
Oct. 29 Youth-led CLAY service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:rachel.genge@outlook.com
mailto:stlyouthandfam@gmail.com


14 | P a g e  

 

 
 
 

2023 Lutheran World Federation Assembly News: One Body, One Spirit 

At the 2023 LWF Assembly held in Krakow Poland from September 13- 19th, 2023 delegates 

elected Danish Bishop Henrik Stubkjær as LWF’s new President. A theologian who is well 

known for his diaconal and ecumenical work, Stubkjær is currently serving as head of the  

diocese of Viborg in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark. For information on the new 

President-elect, click here. To read a summary press release on the Assembly itself click here. 

ELCIC / National Office…

ELCIC and CLWR Dedicates New Office in Winnipeg 

The National Office of 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada (ELCIC) and 
the Head Office of Canadian 
Lutheran World 
Relief (CLWR) had its shared 
office space dedicated on 
September 8, 2023 at the 
heart of downtown 
Winnipeg on 185 Carlton 
Street. The office dedication 
was celebrated with a special 
prayer service with 
attendance from the staff of 
both the national offices, 

ELCIC National Church Council, CLWR board members, and other guests. The two national offices have been 
sharing office space for many years, and the shared office location between the two offices is an expression of 
ongoing collaborative work.  

Companion of the Arts 

Nominations for the 2024 Companion of the Worship Arts are due by December 1st. 

This honour is conferred in recognition of significant contribution at the national,  
synodical and congregational level of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada and  
the Anglican Church of Canada. Typically, the award is presented at the National 
Worship Conference (NWC) where Anglicans and Lutherans gather.   

For more information on the CWA and the nomination process, please click here.  

 

 
 
  

News from the greater church body… 

https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=127d8f858b&e=9544fa5082
https://2023.lwfassembly.org/henrik-stubkjaer-elected-new-lwf-president
https://2023.lwfassembly.org/deeper-sense-what-it-means-be-churches-communion
https://elcic.ca/
https://elcic.ca/
https://www.clwr.org/
https://www.clwr.org/
https://www.clwr.org/
https://elcic.ca/
https://www.anglican.ca/
https://www.anglicanlutheran.ca/cwa/
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BC Synod…

Words to Live By 

Seniors are invited join us for an enriching series of Jewish Lutheran Dialogue. This two-part interfaith exchange will be 

an opportunity for participants to engage in dialogue and learn from each other as well as from our speakers.  

Event dates are: Tuesday, OCTOBER 10th at noon at TEMPLE SHOLOM 

Tuesday, OCTOBER 31st at noon at SPIRIT OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Both events include Kosher style lunch and Musical performances by Cantor Shani Cohen and Lorraine Reinhardt. Click 

here for further information and to register, click here. Registration closes October 3rd so correct food may be ordered. 

For more information on registration and parking, please contact Kathy Prasad in the office at Spirit of Life Lutheran 

Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions Committee Grant Applications 

The BC Synod is inviting applications for grants to fund neighbourhood and community experiments and learning 

opportunities that meet one or more of the following criteria: 

a) explore what God is doing in your neighbourhood 

b) seek to develop relationships with others in your community 

c) encourage participation in God's mission in the local community 

d) encourage action and reflection learning 

Through these experiments, we will continue to learn from and with each other as we share our stories, 

experiences, and our learning with the rest of our synod and the wider church. Experiments need not be large-scale 

or require the commitment of large dollar amounts. Successful applications are inspired by imagination and a 

curiosity about what God is up to in our midst.  

Grants are funded by the ELCIC through the CECF, the Church Extension and Capital Fund, and are given on a one-

time basis and are not intended to subsidize ongoing funding needs of regular church programming. Grant 

recipients will be invited to submit the "faith story" of their missional experiments, which will be shared with the 

https://www.templesholom.ca/words/


16 | P a g e  

 

synod and the communities and be asked to give an accounting of how the grant money is spent, and to return any 

unused funds. 

Remember that crazy ideas board? Well, we want to hear from you now if you have an idea that fulfills the criteria 

above because the deadline for submission of an application is October 15th, 2023! What ideas has God been 

bubbling up in you? We want to hear them, so for now, just email your ideas to the office and if possible we’ll fast 

track those ideas into an application under this grant. If you’re curious, an Information Sheet and Guidebook can be 

found here.  

St. Paul's 75th Anniversary 

The congregation of St Pau’s would like to extend a cordial 

invitation to friends, family and congregants from past years to 

attend our 75th Anniversary Worship Service on October 29th, 

2023. It begins at 10:00 am – 11:30 am. BC Synod Bishop, Kathy 

Martin, will be leading the service and it will include special 

music. A mini museum will be on display in the main entrance 

area; presenting photo albums, archived documents and 

various significant artifacts of the church. Service will be 

followed with a luncheon and presentation. If you are planning 

to attend the luncheon, please contact our office: 604-467-

4343. Come and help us as we celebrate our mission statement together ~ “Live and Share the Love of Christ!”  

Invitation to Join Peace Vernon in Celebration of Pastor David  

On behalf of the council and congregation of Peace Lutheran, in Vernon, BC, I wish to inform you that our beloved 

Pastor David Hunter will be retiring at the end of October. 

His final service will be on Sunday, October 28, and we’re preparing to celebrate David’s pastoral ministry—as well 

as the musical ministry of Margaret Hundeby Hunter—at a luncheon (and short program) following. 

We would be delighted to welcome delegates from all churches of the Southern Interior Region to participate by 

attending our celebration in person, or sending greetings or anecdotes that could be read at the luncheon.  We are 

also looking for photos that could be compiled into a PowerPoint presentation. 

Please join us in celebrating friendships and the profound and faithful ministry of Margaret and David. 

If you are able to join us for the after-service meal, or to send wishes, greetings, or recollections, please reply to 

rcrawford100@shaw.ca Photos/videos should be sent to the same address. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://bcsynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-Combined-Letter-and-Guide-to-BC-Synod-Experiments.pdf
mailto:rcrawford100@shaw.ca
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Ecumenical Partnerships…

Laudato Si Circle 

Social and ecological problems are sometimes best addressed by community networks that work to bring about 
positive ecological conversion and lasting change. Our friends from St. Joseph’s Parish of Port Moody’s Laudato Si 
Circle meet every 1st Thursday of the month at 7 pm in the portable on their property (140 Moody Street). We have 
been invited to join with them in this movement.  

If you’d like to educate yourself on the birth of the Laudato Si movement, you can access the YouTube film: The Pope, 
the Environmental Crisis, and the Frontline Leaders / The Laudato Si Film here.  

 

 

 

Pacific Jubilee

The Possibility of Age: Discover Aging as a Spiritual Path 

 
Online with Barbara Richards 
Four Wednesdays: October 11 - November 1, 2023 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Pacific Time  
 
For more information, and to register, click here.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Retreat Opportunities… 

Other Items of Interest… 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rps9bs85BII
https://www.canadianjubilee.ca/events/the-possibility-of-age-discover-aging-as-a-spiritual-path-3
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As the Season of Creation comes to a close, we leave you with a picture and 

some scripture to make you smile ~ compliments of CLWR. 

 
  

From time-to-time Pastor Eric enjoys attending these Pacific Theatre theatrical performances. If you are interested in 
attending one of these performances with him, feel free to give him a call to see if he is available to attend with you. 
 

Photo Credit: Taken from CLWR website 
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Advent Devotionals will be ordered soon! 

Delivery takes 3-4 weeks, so group orders with the church will be placed on October 30th. 

COST: small: $3.50 each: $2.75 each; Large Print: $7.00; 

(Order pricing above is in Canadian dollars) 

Kindle ebooks are available through direct order from Amazon in US$. 

Don’t miss out! Call the office and reserve a copy today! Don’t be disappointed in December! 
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 Contributed by Claire Thompson & David Stroud ~ energizing the renewing Gospel for all 

creation around the world: in the healing hands of a church seeking social, economic & climate justice.  

 

Agriculture and Carbon Emissions 
 

In 2021, the Canadian Government initiated an on-farm climate action fund that will support 
producers in adopting beneficial practices that reduce greenhouse gasses and store carbon.  One 
area of focus is the reduction in use of fertilizers which involve heavy fossil fuel use to extract 
nitrogen and phosphorus. Fertilizers, along with the use of pesticides and herbicides can cause 
harm to wildlife and surrounding areas and can also cause the growth of algae in water systems, 
leading to die-off of fish and plants. 

Sustainable crop production moves away from mono-culture crops to crop rotation. Using cover 
crops for winter or in strips in fields in spring will help with soil erosion, water retention and 
addition of nutrients to the soil.  Low tillage or no tillage keeps the soil as undisturbed as possible 
as well as leaving residual from previous growth to help preserve topsoil and avoid wind and water 
erosion. This practice helps to keep carbon in the soil, avoids compacting the soil, and helps with 
weed reduction.  Planting hedgerows along the fields gives birds and beneficial insects a place to 
reside, which will help to reduce the need for pesticides. 

We need healthy food to live healthy lives and for that we need healthy soil. Gardens and fields 
are ecosystems made up of soil, microorganisms, insects, water, air, and sunshine.  They all have 
important roles to play in creating a garden or field that works with nature rather than against it. 
In this type of ecosystem, the health of the soil reduces the need for pesticides and artificial 
fertilizers.  Leaving residual growth or adding mulch between rows reduces weeds and water use. 

As in any change, these practices will take time to implement, but protecting our agricultural lands 
and helping farmers to adapt is important for our food security. We also can help by respecting 
and nurturing our soil, even on a small garden plot or a balcony, by supporting all local growers 
who are using sustainable farming methods and encouraging all levels of government to help in 
sustainable climate change actions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Claire Thompson 

 

  

LOCAL CHURCH        GL BAL    CARE           Expanding our View 
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Being Thankful for All Our Blessings! 
We know that thanksgiving isn’t just a day… it’s 

the way that God wants us to live our lives every 

day. The Bible tells us so! It’s a way of life that 

needs to be practiced though. Like a muscle that 

we build up through exercise, being thankful 

every day helps us grow into thankful people. 

 

ANSWER KEY 

Appreciate    Faithful 

Good    Jesus    Love 

Pray    Pumpkin 

Thankful    Turkey 

 

DOWN: 

1. Philippians 4:6 tells us not to 
worry about anything. No 
matter what happens, tell God 
about everything. Ask and 
___, and give thanks to him. 

2. Large orange-coloured fruit 
that we make into pies on 
thanksgiving, and carve into 
faces at the end of October. 

4. Psalm 118:29(b) goes on to 
say so that [God’s] ___ love 
continues forever. 

5. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 (b) says 
God want you to thank him 
because we believe in his son, 
Christ __. 

7. When we show ___ to others, 
we are doing what Jesus 
wants us to do. 

ACROSS: 

3. God wants us to always be 
____ for the gifts he has given 
us. 

6. God wants us to ___ the 
things we have been given, 
and that includes people too! 

8. Psalm 118:29(a_ says “Give 
thanks to the Lord, because 
he is ____. 

9. Many people roast this large 
bird for dinner at thanksgiving. 
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Weekly Church Events 

we have a number of opportunities to gather for fellowship, worship and  
learning available for you to consider. You are invited to join in on any one or all of  
these in-person or Zoom events. The links to join any of these meetings below can be found 
on our website at gslcc.ca. All are welcome! 
 

Sunday morning Bible Study  

We gather every Sunday morning at 9:30 am for a 45-minute Bible study and conversation on the gospel 
text for the day. For the time being we are offering this in a hybrid format, so you can join by Zoom with 
the link available on our website.  
 

Sunday Morning Worship  

We gather every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. for our weekly worship service. This service will continue 
to be live streamed over our YouTube Channel, and a recording of the service posted shortly after the 
service ends.  
 

Midweek Bible Study 

Our bi-weekly midweek bible study is resuming on Thursday, October 4th.  All are welcome. Bring a bagged 
lunch, and join us in the Fireside Room at 11 am. We will enjoy study and conversation for an hour and 
then do lunch together. We will continue to meet on the 1st and the 3rd Thursdays of each month 
thereafter. 

Wednesday afternoon Prayer Gathering at 1 pm over Zoom  

Our prayer gatherings continue, alternating between praying Lectio Divina-style & a free-style of ‘Prayers 
of the People’. Praying aloud is not mandatory. All are welcome. Zoom access to our Wednesday prayer 
gatherings at 1 pm are accessible by going to the main page of our website (gslcc.ca) and scrolling halfway 
down to Weekly Meetings. Click on the Prayer Group button which provides an embedded link to join the 
prayer group.  

Zoom Happy Hour 

All are welcome to join in for an hour of fellowship on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month It’s always 
a fun time of social interaction and engaging in lively conversation about what’s going on in our lives and 
in our world. 

 

 


