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First Sunday of Christmas          December 31, 2023 

Favorite Christmas Carols by Request 

 

 Gathering 
.The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome & Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, and 

love. 

 Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
C: Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 

P: Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
C: Forgive our neglect of the poor. 

P: The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
C: Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 

P: With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. Today is born a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

 In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. May you know the peace which the angels 
sang from the heavens. 

C: Amen. 

Favourite Carol 

Greeting  

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Favourite Carol 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

 Word              
.God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Children’s Time  

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE KWIKWETLEM 

FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATZIE, MUSQUEAM, 
SQUAMISH AND STÓ:LŌ NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS LAND SINCE 

TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION. 
 



- 2 - 

The Names of Jesus 

“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 

Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his 
robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered 
their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and 
said: 

 "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
 the whole earth is full of his glory." 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And 
I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet 
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of 
tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out." Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, "Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 

Response: ELW #283 - Refrain only 

C: O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 

Lesson: Luke 1:26-35 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  

C: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Reflection 
Favorite Carol 
 

“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 

Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-3, 11 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
 to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
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 and release to the prisoners; 
 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
 to provide for those who mourn in Zion — 
 to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to spring up before all the nations. 

Response: ELW #283 - Refrain only 

C: O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 

Lesson: John 1:19-23, 29-34 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
"Who are you?" He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah." And they asked 
him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No." Then 
they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?" He said, 

 "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.' I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 
revealed to Israel." And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God." 

P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Reflection 
Favorite Carol 

 
“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 
Lesson: Isaiah 12:2-6 

Surely God is my salvation; 
    I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
    for the Lord GOD is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation. 
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With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: 
    Give thanks to the LORD, 
    call on his name; 
    make known his deeds among the nations; 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
    let this be known in all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
   for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

Response: ELW #283 - Refrain only 

C: O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
 according to your word; 
 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
 and for glory to your people Israel." 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too." 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty- four. 
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 
him. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you O Christ. 
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Reflection 
Favorite Carol 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

Prayers of the People 
 After each petition, the Pastor will say “God of love” and the congregation will respond, “hear our prayer”. 

Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:   And also with you.  

All are invited to share a sign of peace with those around them, as we recognize the image of God in each other. 

 Meal 
. God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ . 

As the Grains of Wheat 

Refrain:  
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Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray. 

 God of abundance, 
 receive and bless these gifts we have offered in-person and online. 
 Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
 and gather us at your table of celebration. 
 Strengthen us to share with all the world 
 the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
 poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  
C: Amen 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

  

  

  

  

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
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  The pastor continues, concluding…  

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

  

  

  

  
Thanksgiving at the Table 

The pastor prays and concludes… with:  

P:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P:  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

P: This we pray through Jesus Christ, Our risen Savior and our friend… 

Through Christ, With Christ, In Christ 
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P: Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 

  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever. Amen. 

P: Glory to God in the highest! 
 Come to the table of peace. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Lamb of God 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

 

you     are God’s word of  promise   made 

flesh: 

 
Verse 2: 

Verse 1: 
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Communion is distributed 
Directions for Communion: All are invited to this meal of grace, including children. At the Usher’s direction, you 
are invited to advance to the communion rail through the centre aisle, commune in groups, and exit back to 
your pews through the window aisles, depositing your used wine/juice vessel in the repository tray at the head 
of each window aisle. If you would prefer to receive communion in your pew once all have come forward, 
please raise your hand and the servers will come to you. Wine is located in the two outer rings of the tray and 
the grape juice in the centre. 

Favorite Carols during Communion 

Communion Blessing  

Thanks Be to You
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Prayer After Communion 

      Sending              
 .God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

P: God bless you and keep you, 

 ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
 and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
 now and forever. 
C: Amen 

Favourite Carol 

Dismissal  
 

P: Christ the Savior is born! 
 Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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1st Sunday of Christmas 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
December 31, 2023 

Flowers are placed on the altar in thanksgiving for God’s blessings given in 2023 – and in humble prayer and 
faithful hope for his continued grace upon us in 2024. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Cancelled on December 24th and 31st, and will resume again on January 7th. 

Christmas Message: Following are links to Christmas messages from the ELCIC/ACC: Joint Video Message; 
Lutheran World Federation: Message & ecard; and World Council of Churches: Message & ecard. 

The Library in the Fellowship Hall: Our library is slowly coming back to life!  We’re incredibly grateful for a 
donation empowering us to buy new shelves to better display and store books and A/V material, and for the 
vision of David Stroud in engineering the custom touches and overhead LED lights.  Cara Wills is crafting lovely 
section labels, making it easier to navigate the shelves.  Our catalog system is still a work in progress, but all 
items can be checked out and returned at your leisure. 

Seasonal devotions and material for all ages are highlighted as we journey through Advent to Christmas.  The 
library tree is once again brimming with bookmarks (and envelopes) to take for yourself or others, free of 
charge.   Be sure and check out the display of real frankincense and myrrh (spoiler:  the 'gold' is foil-wrapped 
coins) to get a flavor for the rare gifts brought to the Christ Child by the Magi.   

If you have material to donate, or that you’d like to see in the library, contact Jane Whitter or the office. 

Found in the Parking Lot: Crystal snowflake broach. Come to the office to see if it is yours, and claim it. 

2024 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Service happening soon. Stay tuned for further details as they emerge. 

Crisis in the Holy Land: The ELCIC has put together an ongoing list of updates, statements & resources regarding 
the current situation in the Holy Land, including information from our partners in the region. View it here. 

Emergency Appeal for Gaza: The ELCIC and CLWR have joined together to respond to the ongoing crisis in 
Gaza.  Read about their efforts, and how you can donate by clicking here. Donations will be matched until 
November 12th. We invite you to continue to pray for all those suffering. See the poster on page 7. 

Special Emergency Appeal for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL): The 
ELCIC invites all its members to support a special emergency appeal for the needs of the ELCJHL. Click here to 
donate and see the poster on page 5. To date the appeal is halfway to its goal of $263,000. Read the full update 
on the ELCIC Appeal here.  

Christmas Services 

We will continue to gather to celebrate the good news of our Saviour’s birth with the following services over 
the remainder of the Christmas season: 

December 31st: 10:30 am Service of Favourite Christmas Carols by request 
   First Sunday After Christmas    

January 5th: 6 pm: Dinner of Soup, Bread & Leftover Christmas baking 
   Twelfth Night Celebration 7 pm: Holden Evening Prayer 

All are welcome! 

https://www.anglicanlutheran.ca/statements/a-joint-christmas-message-from-the-primate-and-national-bishop-2023/
https://mcusercontent.com/995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d/files/b332abc1-8825-cd82-c272-5d7da8f84c52/LWF_Christmas_Message_2023_EN.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d/files/f50d12fd-6f0b-f03b-c645-354b73df74bc/XMas_Card_2023_e_card.01.pdf
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/christmas-2023
https://mcusercontent.com/995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d/files/7a244bb1-42d7-5768-ddb8-8e74d9cdfc49/WCC_ChristmasCard_2023_web_FINAL.pdf
https://elcic.ca/holy-land/
https://elcic.ca/2023/10/23/elcic-joins-clwr-humanitarian-coalition-with-emergency-appeal-for-the-crisis-in-gaza/
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=6e6ea4f895&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.ca/2023/12/04/elcic-members-step-forward-in-support-of-partners-in-the-elcjhl/
https://elcic.ca/2023/12/04/elcic-members-step-forward-in-support-of-partners-in-the-elcjhl/
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Items in need of a new home:  Please continue to check out items on the desk in the Fellowship Hall for 
miscellaneous items that are no longer being used at the church.  You are welcome to take what you would like, 
free of charge.  Other items may be added to the table in coming weeks.  

Winter Shelter Donations: We continue to collect items for the Tri-Cities Winter Shelter. Please see the list of 
items needed on page 4. Items can be deposited in the bins in the front entrance of the church. 

Opportunities within the ELCIC: The ELCIC is looking for volunteers to serve on the following taskforces: 
• ELCIC Ableism Task Force  
• ELCIC Homophobia, Biphobia, Transphobia Task Force  
• ELCIC Racism and White Supremacy Task Force  
• ELCIC Carbon Neutrality Task Force  

To apply, click the links to fill out an online form. For more information, contact Carmen Ramirez, Assistant to 
the Bishop, Diversity Equity, and Inclusion, cramirez@elcic.ca.  

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS AND RESOURCES 

• The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Messages of Hope: LWF has created a webpage containing messages 
of hope from member churches around our world. You can view these message when you click here. 

• Lutherans Connect Devotional: Lutherans Connect is a project of the Centre for Spirituality and Media, at 
Martin Luther University in Waterloo, Ontario. They are offering an online Advent devotional that many have 
found enriching. Write to lutheransconnect@gmail.com to subscribe or find them on Facebook. 

• Study Guide on Bonhoeffer’s meditations: A study guide on Bonhoeffer’s Advent meditations “God is in the 
Manger” is available when you click here or can be mailed out to you for free. For details please click here. 

• 2023 Advent Cycle of Prayer: For the Churches in The Holy Land and The Middle East: The bishops of the 
Lutheran and Anglican churches in Canada and the US have created a resource featuring prayers for each day 
in Advent for specific congregations, ministries and outreach initiatives of the Lutheran and Anglican 
Churches in the Holy Land. To access the full Cycle of Prayer, click here. 

• Give Gifts from the Heart this Christmas: Canadian Lutheran World Relief's new Gifts from 
the Heart catalogue has arrived! It’s full of meaningful, tangible gifts that will touch your loved ones and 
share God’s love with the world! Pick up a copy on the usher’s table, or you can shop online at 
clwr.org/GFTH.  

CREATION CARE: 

• COP28 - Unite. Act. Deliver.: From November 30th to December 12th, 2023, the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties (COP 28) will be held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. FOR THE LOVE OF 

CREATION invites faith communities to pray, learn and act for climate justice during COP 28. Various online 
events are planned for November 14th to December 12th including webinars on various topics To participate 
or get involved in any of these webinar events, please click here for more details. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE: 

• Church Leaders write to PM Trudeau: expressing gratitude for the Prime Minister’s supportive vote at the UN 
General Assembly Resolution in demand of an immediate ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. View here. 

• The new book, "Waterfall of Solidarity and Resistance - sharing the stories," brings to life in its pages the 
waterfall tapestry that captured global attention during the World Council of Churches (WCC) 11th 
Assembly in Karlsruhe. To read the full news article on this book, please click here.  

https://form.jotform.com/ELCIC/ELCICTaskForce
https://form.jotform.com/ELCIC/ELCICTaskForce
https://form.jotform.com/ELCIC/ELCICTaskForce
https://form.jotform.com/ELCIC/CarbonNeutralityTaskForce
mailto:cramirez@elcic.ca
https://lutheranworld.org/
https://lutheranworld.org/get-involved/ongoing-reformation/advent-calendar
mailto:lutheransconnect@gmail.com
https://presbyterian.ca/canadian-ministries/presbyterians-read/
https://presbyterian.ca/canadian-ministries/presbyterians-read/
https://mcusercontent.com/995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d/files/20ad0f96-1da0-7325-68a3-621f1528c461/2023_CBB_Advent_Cycle_of_Prayer.pdf
https://www.clwr.org/GFTH
https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/event/churches-advocacy-on-loss-and-damage/
https://elcic.ca/2023/12/15/church-leaders-thank-prime-minister-trudeau-for-canadas-support-of-humanitarian-ceasefire/
https://www.oikoumene.org/about-the-wcc/organizational-structure/assembly
https://www.oikoumene.org/about-the-wcc/organizational-structure/assembly
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/new-book-brings-to-life-deeply-personal-artistry-of-waterfall-of-solidarity-and-resistance
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• 16 Days of Action Campaign to end Gender Violence: This campaign runs from November 25th to December 
10th and aims to raise awareness about gender based violence, as well as strengthening local response work. 
You can access resources from the LWF here, and from the World council of Churches here. 

  

https://www.lutheranworld.org/what-we-do/justice-and-peace/gender-justice
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/beginning-soon-16-days-against-sexual-and-gender-based-violence


- 14 - 

Last Week at Church 

Financial information from December 18: 

Online Offerings $  1,630.00 

  - General Offering $  1,630.00 

  - Project Contingency $ 65.00 

  - Designated Gifts  $ 260.00 

 

  -  

 

 
This Week At Church (Note 1) 

This Sunday ……………… Favorite Carols Worship service with Holy communion  
  live-streamed at 10:30 am  (View here) 

Tuesday …………………… Woodworking and Crafters Group at 10 am 

Wednesday ……………… Prayer Gathering at 1:30 pm 

Friday ………………………. Twelfth Night Soup ‘n’ Sing at 6 pm 
 Holden Evening Prayer at 7 pm 

Saturday ………………….. Funeral for Linda Walters at 11 am 

Next Sunday …………….. Bible Study at 9:30 am 
 Baptism of our Lord Worship Service with Baptismal Remembrance and  
 Holy Communion live-streamed at 10:30 am (View here) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Note 1: Most events are ZOOM events accessible through our website, with the exception of our Sunday 
morning worship service which is offered in-person and on-line.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A gentle reminder that in consideration of those who have severe sensitivities and allergies, the church has been 
designated as a fragrance-free zone. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

 

Financial Information from: 

DECEMBER 24TH  (Advent 4) DECEMBER 24TH  (4 pm & 10 pm) DECEMBER 25TH    

Total Offering: $15,224.25 Total Offerings: $1,689.40 Total Offerings:  $566.50 

General: $  9,629.25 General s: $1,664.40 General $180.00 
Designated Gifts: $  5,095.00 Designated Gifts:  Designated Gifts: $110.00 
Project Contingency:  $     500.00 Project Cont’gcy: $      25.00 Project Conti’gcy: $276.50 

about:blank
about:blank
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ELCIC Emergency Appeal for our Partners in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) 

 

 
ELCJHL Bishop Dr. Sani-Ibrahim Azar recently shared an update with the ELCIC on the escalating violence in the 

West Bank and the impact of the war on the church. In his letter he noted: due to the increase in violence, schools 

have had to close; checkpoints between the West Bank and Jerusalem and between areas such as Ramallah and 

Bethlehem have been nearly completely closed off preventing many people in these communities from being able to 

travel to and from work; and there has been a devastating impact on families whose livelihoods are connected to the 

tourism and hospitality industry. 

“The war between Israel and Hamas is greatly affecting our partners in the ELCJHL,” Bishop Johnson adds. “Most of 

them have relatives in Gaza. As well, the West Bank has been shut down, which is affecting people’s ability to work 

and move freely. This has huge financial implications for the church.” 

In his letter, Bishop Azar invited support from ELCJHL partners to help sustain the important ministries of the church 

during this difficult time. The ELCJHL estimates a budget of $263,000 per month just for teachers’ salaries and 50 

percent of the pastors’ salaries – these individuals are providing essential ministries throughout the region, serving the 

needs of parishioners and students.  

The ELCIC invites members to support the ELCJHL Emergency Appeal through prayers and financial support. Our 

goal is to help cover one month of expenses for the ELCJHL to a total of $263,000. To assist in reaching this goal, the 

ELCIC’s National Church Council has approved a one-time contribution to the appeal for $100,000.  You are invited 

to help support our partners through a financial contribution to the ELCJHL appeal.  Financial donations may 

be given in two ways: 

1. Through your local congregation by designating your offering to ELCJHL Appeal. 

2. Online through the ELCIC National Office at secure.elcic.ca. 

The full text of the ELCIC Emergency Appeal follows: https://elcic.ca/2023/11/03/elcic-emergency-appeal-for-our-partners-in-the-
evangelical-lutheran-church-in-jordan-and-the-holy-land/. Please note this appeal is running concurrently with the ELCIC/CLWR 
joint appeal that is responding to the crisis in Gaza. The ELCIC invites members to pray for those suffering and to give generously 
in support of the needs of all those affected. Donations to the Gaza Appeal can be made here: clwr.org/gaza. Matching funds from 
the government are available for this appeal until November 12.  

"The ELCJHL are our 

siblings in Christ. We have 

been in a long and 

important partnership with 

them, and they need our 

support at this desperate 

time," says ELCIC National 

Bishop Susan Johnson, in 

an ELCIC Emergency 

Appeal dated November 3. 

"Jesus calls us to respond 

to those in need. This 

appeal is one way we can 

do that. I urge you to be 

generous." The ELCIC 

invites members to support 

the ELCJHL Emergency Appeal through prayers and financial support with a goal of 

covering one month of expenses for the ELCJHL, totaling $263,000. 

https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=439c4fc01f&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=439c4fc01f&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=60273b26b5&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=b3a3283cd1&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=b3a3283cd1&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=e5637df4b2&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=e5637df4b2&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=67e2474bb5&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=31901e65ad&e=9544fa5082
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The ELCIC joins with Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) in responding to the crisis in 

Gaza, where a massive humanitarian emergency is unfolding. 

As a response to the ongoing crisis in Gaza the West Bank and Israel, CLWR is working together 
with other organizations in the region to provide critical, life-saving aid including emergency food, 
drinking water, shelter, medical care kits, hygiene kits and more to those in dire need. 

Recent estimates indicate nearly 5,000 people have been killed and roughly 20,000 have suffered 
injuries. Over one million people have been forced to flee their homes in response to the violence. 
Most are without electricity and are facing shortages of water and food. 

Together with the Humanitarian Coalition - an alliance of twelve leading Canadian aid agencies - 
CLWR is seeking to provide critical life-saving aid in Gaza where estimates indicate that more than 
one million people have been forced to leave their homes and over 4,300 killed. Now through 
November 12, your gift will be matched by the Government of Canada.   
 
ELCIC invites members to pray for those suffering and to give generously in support of the needs of 
all those affected by this crisis. Please give today - clwr.org/gaza. 

Individuals and congregations wishing to support relief efforts can donate as follows: 

– Make a designated offering for “Gaza Relief” through any ELCIC congregation 

– Call CLWR at 1-800-661-2597 (locally at 204-694-6502) to donate or go online to clwr.org/gaza 

– Send a cheque made payable to CLWR and mailed to CLWR, 400-185 Carlton St, Winnipeg, MB  
   R3C 3J1. Please indicate that you wish to contribute to “Gaza Relief” 

 

 

https://elcic.ca/2023/02/08/elcic-clwr-launch-emergency-appeal-following-deadly-earthquakes-in-turkiye-and-syria/
https://www.clwr.org/gaza-response
https://www.clwr.org/gaza-response
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Welcome to 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

We welcome you to worship today.  It is our prayer that you sense the joy that is present in 
Jesus Christ.  God loves and values each of you without conditions attached.  We bring our joys 
and needs before God, trusting in God's presence.  

 

1504 Sprice Avenue, Coquitlam, BC, V3J 2P6 
Phone:  604-936-2939 

 goodshepherd@telus.net www.gslcc.ca 

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 
   @GSLCoquitlam 

 
  Pastor Eric Krushel  Cell: 604-220-5450 
   Office: 604-936-2939 

General  Office  Hours 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 

We always recommend phoning before stopping by. 
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