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Second Sunday in Advent            December 8, 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Gathering 
.The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome & Announcements & Land Acknowledgement 

Gathering Hymn  ELW # 264 – Prepare the Royal Highway 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 alive in the world, 
 reviving creation, 
 arriving soon. 
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
 and of one another. 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of mercy, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. 
 We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
 We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

P: God of might, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. 
 We have turned away from our neighbors. 
 We have trusted false promises. 

P: God in our midst, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. 
 Come to us. 
 Have mercy on us. 
 Save us.  

P: A righteous branch springs forth: 
 it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
 in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

 through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
 whose day draws near. 
C: Amen. 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE KWIKWETLEM 

FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATZIE, MUSQUEAM, 
SQUAMISH AND STÓ:LŌ NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS LAND SINCE 

TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION. 
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Advent Transitional Song   ELW # 257 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 Song will be introduced with 3 chimes.  Week 2- only the 1st verse 

  

  

  

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 the love of God,  
 and the renewing presence of the Holy Spirit  
 be with you all 
C: And also with you.  

Kryie  ELW # 247 – Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

Prayer of the Day 

 Word              
.God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Children’s Time and Lighting of the Advent Wreath   ACS # 905    We Are Waiting for Jesus 
All sing the second verse only while the Candle is being lit.  

 

 

 

 

 

peace. 

peace. 

peace. 
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Text: John Helgen, b. 1957, adapt. Music: Jesus brings peace, John Helgen. Text and Music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Printed and 
streamed under OneLicense #A-710776. 

First Reading:   Malachi 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) will 
prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are 
refined. 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord 
of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and 
as in former years. 

P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Luke 1:68-79 

Refrain:  
 

 

 

L: "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 

C: Refrain 

L:  Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
and has remembered his holy covenant, 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days. 

C: Refrain 

L: And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 By the tender mercy of our God, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace." 

C: Refrain 
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Second Reading:   Philippians 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in 
partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is 
with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of 
you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to 
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long 
for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you 
may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  -  ELW # 175  

L: The holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Reading:    Luke 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we 
hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be 
challenged by this coming Lord. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day   ELW # 255 – There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 

After each petition, the pastor will say "God of peace" and the congregation will respond "hear our prayer."  

Sharing of the Peace 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you. 

All are invited to share a sign of peace with those around them, as we recognize the image of God in each 
other. 

Special Music – The Choir – Start at the Manger by Robert Sterling & Deborah Craig-Claar 

 Meal              
.God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ .  

Offering & Offering Prayer 

Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

  

  

C:  
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

Lamb of God 
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Communion is distributed 

Directions for Communion: All are invited to this meal of grace, including children. At the Usher’s direction, you 
are invited to advance to the communion rail through the centre aisle, commune in groups, and exit back to 
your pews through the window aisles, depositing your used wine/juice vessel in the repository tray at the head 
of each window aisle. If you would prefer to receive communion in your pew once all have come forward, 
please raise your hand and the servers will come to you. Wine is located in the two outer rings of the tray and 
the grape juice in the centre. 

Hymns Sung During Communion 

At the Feast      By Peter Schuler 

 

ELW # 250 Blessed Be The God of Israel  

ELW # 487 What Feast of Love  
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ACS # 998 In Silence We Wait (Chant) 

 

 

Communion Blessing 

Prayer after Communion 

 Sending      
.God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

L: God of endings and beginnings, 
 God in the darkness and the light, 
 God, our hope for the journey, 

 ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Song   # 266 All Earth is Hopeful 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

December 8, 2024 

To open hyperlinks, right-click your mouse while on the link and select Open Hyperlink or Control-Click 

Flowers are placed on the altar by Donata Startin in thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, that he graciously 
meets each of us in our wilderness wanderings and guides us into His way of peace during this Advent Season. 

Advent Sing-Along TONIGHT!: The GSW is hosting another Advent Sing-along at the church this evening from 
7 to 8:30 pm. We would appreciate any contributions you may wish to make to our baked goods potluck. We 
hope to see you (and your finger-food baking) here tonight! 

ATTENTION: Next Sunday, December 15th: There will be no live-stream church service, NOR any church 
service at Good Shepherd next Sunday, as we will be joining St. Laurence and their Sunday School for a service 
and joint Sunday School Pageant at 10 am (note change in time.) As a result of this earlier service start time, 
our usual hybrid-style Bible Study at 9:30 am will need to be cancelled, just for this Sunday. All are invited to 
partake in a light continental breakfast before the service. 

 

From the BC Synod: Please see page 16 for a couple of messages from Bishop Kathy. 

CLAY FUNDRAISERS (CANADIAN LUTHERAN/ANGLICAN YOUTH):  

• Christmas Artisan Coffee Orders: Help support the youth and secure your warm caffeinated beverages at 
the same time! Belinda Saed has set up a fundraising page for ignYte as we raise money for next summer's 
trip to CLAY. (See poster on page 15 for all the details.) You can order locally roasted, small-batch coffee 
online here, or at: www.globalcoffeefundraising.ca/ignyte. Up to $5 of every order goes to support ignYte. 
Coffee will be delivered Dec. 22 at the Sunday service. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS RESOURCES:  

• 2024 LSM Musical Advent Calendar: From December 1-24, immerse yourself in a daily moment of music 
and reflection offered by Lutheran Summer Music at the following link: LSMacademy.org/acal. To have 
these daily videos delivered straight to your inbox, sign up at forms.gle/6Jw7DoDApTAgW4Uf6 

• LWF Advent Calendar: The Lutheran World Federation is offering a video Advent Calendar from member 
churches around the world. You can find it here. 

• Gifts from the Heart: CLWR annual Gift from the Heart Catalogue is now available and ready for pick up on 
the Ushers Table. It has something to inspire and delight anyone on your list this year. It’s full of 
meaningful, tangible gifts that will touch your loved ones and share God’s love with the world! Alternately, 
you could purchase your gifts online here or over the phone at 1-800-661-2597. 

• Coins for Chad: During Advent, our Sunday School kids will be collecting your loonies and twoonies to help 
support CLWR’s Lake Chad project, which aims to help local farmers protect and restore land and water 
habitats in the area.  

GROUPS ON BREAK IN DECEMBER 

Woodworking & Crafters group: Last meeting on December 10th, resuming again on January 7th, 2025. 

Prayer Group: Last meeting on December 11th, resuming again on January 8th, 2025. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Last meeting on December 8th, resuming again on January 5th 

Midweek Bible Study: Now on break , resuming again on January 8, 2025. 

Happy Hour: Currently on Break, and will resume on January 2, 2025 

http://www.globalcoffeefundraising.ca/ignyte
file:///C:/Users/Church%20Admin/Church%20Files/Bulletins/cycle%20B%20bulletins%202024/www.globalcoffeefundraising.ca/ignyte
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9vZ3Rya3FjYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFRUG1mLWtXQU5JZjN3QmlxWGlaeElBd2J2UnFTN21WbnMxMW9QZWhwcW1oMEh1X09sTXo3cHAteUttb2lrZEFJeDBsY0tDV0JYdU9lWWFQVXNMZ0NTUE9VT3JQQUpIeDJ6cEVKaGdjcnRfeExkdkZhMmhxMG9lLWh2aEtLUTYwWWN3YXlFa1lqdWFYQmlFY1ZhTHVWbHZPUjBxRWpfYmpoJmM9N08wSTRfVHZseHFUUWtlcGYwQzFvdzI3ZlViUTRwanhJamNIV1JuSjNGWTlyek03amNsV1JRPT0mY2g9NlRpTWw1NEhPNTZKSUZiVzJtNHVHd1l1c2ljaFRLRmd6dkJXRGtVX0xLb2NtZTdSNThxTGJ3PT0=&i=NjE3NmY3MTkwZTI4Y2MwZmQ2OWE2YTI5&t=NDV3cFd6Zm52QUVCOUF4dmN5Y3pDeXI5N0VDWEd3Y09qUWgyNUprWld1WT0=&h=121e9ff63b9b4c91825caa017ecfdf41&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVY19mI1yvVKg63frTw0kI6HYw0t1NuU9rpFFwn-qoEKYg
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9vZ3Rya3FjYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFRUG1mLWtXQU5JZjN3QmlxWGlaeElBd2J2UnFTN21WbnMxMW9QZWhwcW1oMEh1X09sTXo3cHAteUttb2lrZEFJdlRqVXdUblNJSExPT1hDVkUzRWdNMnpXanFneGNVUmluRnpBSEk2dGh4Y0VNb3J3TDltMmNPWnJ2QkpqT1dwZmN4V2E5bUw4dDdXUU9NT0VJbkhaeEpUUWVZUXFnUjhkbldUN1Y2VDRFN0E9JmM9N08wSTRfVHZseHFUUWtlcGYwQzFvdzI3ZlViUTRwanhJamNIV1JuSjNGWTlyek03amNsV1JRPT0mY2g9NlRpTWw1NEhPNTZKSUZiVzJtNHVHd1l1c2ljaFRLRmd6dkJXRGtVX0xLb2NtZTdSNThxTGJ3PT0=&i=NjE3NmY3MTkwZTI4Y2MwZmQ2OWE2YTI5&t=VnlQeVVIaHRJd29VRWQrNjJLaHNRTThmaGhnY0EyRGxLM0dOZXViOUlWdz0=&h=121e9ff63b9b4c91825caa017ecfdf41&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVY19mI1yvVKg63frTw0kI6HYw0t1NuU9rpFFwn-qoEKYg
https://lutheranworld.org/get-involved/ongoing-reformation/advent-calendar
https://www.clwr.org/gfth
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• Preparing for Christmas With Prayer: Pr. Bruce Ehlert (ELCIC, Saskatchewan Synod) sends out daily prayers 

during Advent via email. You can subscribe to his prayer emails here.  

CHRISTMAS EVENTS: 

• Christmas Harmony fundraiser for the Foodbank: Fundraising Concert on December 6th at 7 pm at Grace 
Lutheran Church, Burnaby. See the poster on page 14 for all the details. 

CLWR Emergency Appeal for Lebanon: CLWR has announced an emergency appeal for those displaced and 
traumatized by the escalating violence in Lebanon. Many, both young and old, are sleeping in the streets or in 
shelters as their homes have been destroyed and they have nothing. Please pray and give generously to this 
appeal as you are able. See poster on page 12 for all the details. 

2025 National Convention: After 18 years of service leading the ELCIC as national bishop, Rev. Susan Johnson 
has announced she will be retiring from her role at the conclusion of her current term, which coincides with 
the 2025 National Convention.  To assist the church in this transition, National Church Council (NCC) has 
thoughtfully considered a discernment process in the lead up to the election of the new national bishop.   
More information can be found here.  

Seeking Accommodation in Coquitlam: Yvon & Michelle’s current home has been sold and they have been 
given notice to vacate by the end of the year. Yvon writes:  

Quiet family - Ideally, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen and living room. Needs to have a 
dishwasher. Also a washer and dryer - shared is OK. In addition, a parking spot, if possible. 
(We have furniture for the unit, except for kitchen appliances.) Reasonable rent. Can do 
light chores and gardening for reduced rent. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 
Sincerely,  

 Yvon and Michelle (Jaesook)   

OUTREACH INFORMATION:   

• 3030 Gordon: Please note that we are NOT ACCEPTING any clothing donations for the homeless at this 
time. We will let you know when certain items are needed, and can be brought in to the GSLC Donation 
Box for us to distribute. 

• Suggested Charitable Thrift Stores: If you have nearly new or gently used, clean items that you'd like to 
donate to a charity to sell and keep the proceeds... we suggest that you take them to these worthy stores: 
➢ Crossroads Hospice Thrift Store - 2780 Barnet Hwy. Coquitlam 604-949-0459 

Donation Hours are Tuesday-Saturday 10-3 pm. 

➢ Salvation Army Thrift Store - 2850 Shaughnessy St., Port Coquitlam 855-984-8378 
➢ Low Entropy Thrift and Fund - 552 Clarke Road, Coquitlam 604-6574301 

Hours are Monday-Friday 9-8 pm  Saturday & Sunday 10-6 pm 

• Food Bank: There is a great need for food in the Tri-Cities. Suggested items for are listed above the food 
box, in the Narthex. 

CRISIS IN THE HOLY LAND:   

• Leaders Continue to Call for Peace:  Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada's National Bishop Susan C. 
Johnson and Anglican Church of Canada's acting Primate, Archbishop Anne Germond have written to the 
Prime Minister regarding the urgent need for peace in Palestine, Israel, and the Middle East. To read the 
letter, please click here.   

• Call to Uphold International Law & Protect Civilians: As the global community looks back on the Israel-
Palestine conflict and one year of the war in Gaza, The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) joins 

https://mailchi.mp/hbehlert.com/advent-2024-landing-page
https://elcic.ca/2024/10/22/discernment-process-launched-in-advance-of-national-bishop-election/
https://elcic.ca/
https://www.anglican.ca/
https://www.anglicanlutheran.ca/statements/leaders-continue-to-call-for-peace/
https://lutheranworld.org/
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international organizations urging actions to end the atrocities, protect civilians, and uphold international 
law. To read the full news article, please click here.  

COMPASSIONATE JUSTICE & CREATION CARE:  

• A Moravian Advent Series: The Moravian Church Northern Province Racial Justice Team is pleased to 
present its New Way of Being Advent Series for 2024. This year's theme is "The Doctrine of Discovery: 
What It Is and Why It Matters." There will be three one-hour sessions on December 4, 11, and 18 at 4:30 
p.m. For more information and to get the Zoom link, please click here. 

• KAIROS Urges Canadian Prime Minister to scale up climate finance pledge for loss and damage: During 
and after COP29, please send a message to the Prime Minister, Minister of Finance, Minister of 
International Development and Minister of the Environment and Climate Change urging them to scale up 
Canada’s climate finance for climate-related loss and damage in the Global South. Let your voice be 
heard here. 

• 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence: November 25 - December 10, 2024. This is an annual 
UN campaign against violence against women and girls.  Dioconia of the Americas and the Caribbean 
(DOTAC) publishes an annual resource for the 16 Days of Activism for congregational use. You can access 
it here.   

A gentle reminder that in consideration of those who have severe sensitivities and allergies, the church 

has been designated as a fragrance-free zone. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

  

https://lutheranworld.org/news/palestine-israel-lwf-joins-call-uphold-international-law-protect-civilians
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=8c59ef6d9c&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=8c59ef6d9c&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=d6fad87752&e=9544fa5082
https://www.kairoscanada.org/loss-and-damage-campaign
https://www.kairoscanada.org/loss-and-damage-campaign
https://dotac.diakonia-world.org/events/16-days-of-activism-against-gender-based-violence/
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   Last Week at Church 

Financial information from December 18: 

 

 

 

This Week At Church (Note 1) 

This Sunday ………. Bible Study at 9:30 am  
 Second Sunday in Advent Worship Service with Holy Communion  
  at 10:30 am  (View live-stream here)  
 Carol Sing-Along & Desserts at 7 pm 

Tuesday ………….... Woodworking and Crafter Group at 10 am 
 GSW Circle Meeting at 1 pm 

Wednesday ………. Lectio Divina Prayer Gathering over Zoom at 1:30 pm (access here) 
  ignYte Youth Group at 7 pm 

Thursday …………… Council Meeting at 6 pm 

Next Sunday ……… Bible Study at 9:30 am - CANCELLED 
 Third Sunday in Advent Worship Service and Sunday School Pageant  
     at 10:00 am (Note Time Difference) at St. Laurence Anglican Church 

Note: Most events are in-person events except those noted “on Zoom” or “Online”. The links to these online 
events are accessible through our website. Our Sunday morning worship service is offered in-person, live-
streamed and via on-line recording posted to our website shortly after the service is over, unless otherwise 
noted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Financial Information from:                     December 1st    

   Total Offerings: $ 5,681.00 

     General $ 5,131.00  

     Designated Gifts:  
     - Property Fund $ 400.00  
     - Memorial Fund $ 100.00  
     - Food Bank $ 30.00 
     - Special Initiatives Fund $ 20.00 
 - Youth Group $ .00

about:blank
https://gslcc.ca/prayer-group/
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Friends, 

The people of Lebanon need your help. To date, more than 2,000 people in Lebanon have lost their lives to violence, 
and many thousands more have been displaced. Today, after the Government of Canada announcement of a special 
matching fund, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada and Canadian Lutheran World Relief invite you to pray for 
those suffering and to give generously in response to this crisis. 

Schools turned into shelters are filling up with people sleeping on the floor without pillows or blankets, or even water to 
drink. Others—including children and the elderly—are sleeping on the streets or in parks after their homes were 
destroyed during what CLWR's church partners in the region described as "continuous bombing." 

Many Lutherans and friends across Canada responded generously to our appeal last year for the people of Gaza, and 
your support was life-saving. Now, we must ask you to respond again as the violence in the region escalates and puts so 
many families at risk across the border in Lebanon. 

CLWR's church partners are already responding, helping as many people as they can—providing emergency supplies, 
clean water, and protection for the vulnerable, but your support is needed.  

 "It has been terrible to watch the devastation in Lebanon. I’m glad that we can do something to help those in need. I’m 
proud of the work we do with CLWR.” — REV. SUSAN C. JOHNSON - NATIONAL BISHOP, ELCIC 

We urge you to pray for the families whose lives have been shattered by this escalation in violence, and pray for our 
partners in Lebanon who are responding, and all the members of Canada's Humanitarian Coalition who are racing to 
provide life-saving aid. 

Please give generously if you're able to by visiting clwr.org/Lebanon HERE or by calling 1-800-661-2597 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-
4:00pm CST). Resources for sharing this appeal with your congregation will be available shortly and will be emailed to 
churches - if you're not on our church mailing list and would like to be, please contact heidi@clwr.org to be added. 

Thank you for your partnership and for your compassion. 

May God bless you, 

 

Karin Achtelstetter         Rev Susan C Johnson 
Chief Executive Officer      National Bishop 
CLWR        ELCIC 

 
 
 

https://www.clwr.org/product/E-110/lebanon-emergency-appeal
https://wfocwwvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wxUe0vbulku4ru010aTJO44OiLinGSKu2nH-MEfG7psG3RSmTZFt5dhxQFwGlDUcfcZXrI3P79ZMfDWIpIj5rwByeQMrUsZJukpk3FgyuDj1DJ2Oym894whhyzCdMWUID0uKkxKjezZQTMEE9lckQg==&c=2Q3kMSNnW0BKXTBAqLYd5z7OXfIqM28NGs_pJDatAgGo8GYbcDxYIg==&ch=jxrA3LJPBCrXCXq3aI8y7Kl7_hIBxAh13dWRRlmPfdP7TmsTPX2Xiw==
https://wfocwwvab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wxUe0vbulku4ru010aTJO44OiLinGSKu2nH-MEfG7psG3RSmTZFt5XhgyaL6uel_p8Xjf6-Boh1tF7PQGJwD3vxdPEQXtGAczkENiqHQ9MgxM23R_1kd6-PhvFH0axasanpJyX515wM=&c=2Q3kMSNnW0BKXTBAqLYd5z7OXfIqM28NGs_pJDatAgGo8GYbcDxYIg==&ch=jxrA3LJPBCrXCXq3aI8y7Kl7_hIBxAh13dWRRlmPfdP7TmsTPX2Xiw==
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From the desk of Bishop Kathy… 
 

A note of thanks… 

Thank you all for your prayers, cards and words of encouragement while I was away on medical 
leave.  It has been a long and unexpected journey with more twists and turns than I 
ever imagined.  I am grateful to our synod staff particularly Pastor Elina, Rachel and Durga in 
the office, our synod council executive Pastor Eric, Jerry and Karen, and of course Pastor 
Matthew Senf who served as commissary while I was away.  I am able to work full-time now but 
I still need to watch my schedule and hours.  I'll use some holidays over the coming weeks to 
manage the load. 

When I returned a few weeks ago I discovered that my 'out of office' message had expired 
during my illness. It will take some time to go through all the emails of these past months and 
catch up with messages.  In the meantime, if you have an urgent matter please leave a message 
on my confidential voicemail at the synod office and I will respond as quickly as I am able to do 
so. 

Blessings as we move into the season of Advent, 

I look forward to seeing many of you as I resume travel in the coming weeks, 

Bishop Kathy 
 

A Warm Welcome to our new Assistant to the Bishop for Special Service 
                                                     - Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer 

Our new A2B Larry (Assistant to the Bishop) is serving as a parish pastor with the people of Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Penticton, BC.  He began his work in our synod on November 
1st, spending the first few weeks settling into the congregation and his new home.  As an 
Assistant to the Bishop in the BC Synod Bishop Larry will begin by focusing on ministry in our 
Northern region.  He will also begin to move forward with some of the new mission ideas we've 
been exploring in the Southern Interior Region.  As many of you know, Rev. Dr. Kochendorfer 
served as Bishop to the Synod of Alberta and the Territories.  As he sensed God calling him out 
of that role we had the opportunity to invite him to join us here in the BC Synod to once again 
take up his ministry as a parish pastor and to continue to serve the wider church through his 
work as our new Assistant to the Bishop for Special Service.  I know you join me in extending a 
warm welcome to the Kochendorfer's, Cathy and Bishop/Pastor/A2B Larry.  I am looking 
forward to their ministry among us.   To read more please follow this link. 
With thanks to God for the unfolding adventure of our lives together in Christ,  

Bishop Kathy  

https://mcusercontent.com/fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0/files/0ad39a37-ca0e-006f-ea5f-2dd8af0bc075/Bio.BC_Synod.Rev._Dr._Larry_Kochendorfer_Bishop_ret._.November_2024.pdf
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Welcome to 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

We welcome you to worship today.  It is our prayer that you sense the joy that is present in 
Jesus Christ.  God loves and values each of you without conditions attached.  We bring our 
joys and needs before God, trusting in God's presence.  

 

1504 Sprice Avenue, Coquitlam, BC, V3J 2P6 
Phone:  604-936-2939 

 goodshepherd@telus.net www.gslcc.ca 

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 
   @GSLCoquitlam 

 
  Pastor Eric Krushel  Cell: 604-220-5450 
   Office: 604-936-2939 

General  Office  Hours 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 

We always recommend phoning before stopping by, as time may change . 
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