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Seventh Sunday After Epiphany        February 23, 2025 
 

 

 

 

 Gathering 
.The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome & Announcements & Land Acknowledgement 

Confession and Forgiveness  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 our creator, 
 our protector, 
 our wellspring of life. 
C: Amen. 

P: Trusting that God receives our words of confession and 
    repentance in mercy, let us confess our sin. 

   Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 
C: you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
 Forgive us for the ways we act 
 with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
 We ignore the needs of our neighbours; 
 we resist your call to oppose injustice; 
 we give in to scarcity and fear; 
 we assume the worst about one another. 
 Cleanse us from our faults 
 and release us from their grasp.  
 Show us your lovingkindness. 
 Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
 that we may live in Christ’s ways. 
 Amen. 

P: God has spoken: 
 “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
 I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

 In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 
 In the Spirit, you are freed 
 to live anew as beloved children of God. 
C: Amen. 

Gathering Hymn   ELW  # 677  This Little Light of Mine 

 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE KWIKWETLEM 

FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATZIE, MUSQUEAM, 
SQUAMISH AND STÓ:LŌ NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS LAND SINCE 

TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION. 
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Greeting  
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God,  
and the refreshment of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise – This is the Feast 
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P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray 

Prayer of the Day 

 Word              
.God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

Children’s Time 

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now the 
second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to 
preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them. 

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so 
dismayed were they at his presence. 

    Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold 
me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; 
and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to 
preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me 
here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you 
and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will 
provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, 
and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and 
after that his brothers talked with him. 

P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

Refrain:  

 

 

L: Do not fret because of the wicked; 
do not be envious of wrongdoers, 
for they will soon fade like the grass, 
and wither like the green herb. 
Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security. 

C: Refrain 

L: Take delight in the LORD, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
Commit your way to the LORD; 
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trust in him, and he will act. 
He will make your vindication shine like the light, 
and the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

C: Refrain 

L: Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; 
do not fret over those who prosper in their way, 
over those who carry out evil devices. 
Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. 
Do not fret — it leads only to evil. 
For the wicked shall be cut off, 
but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. 
Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more; 
though you look diligently for their place, they will not be there. 

C: Refrain 

L: But the meek shall inherit the land, 
and delight themselves in abundant prosperity. 
The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; 
he is their refuge in the time of trouble. 
The LORD helps them and rescues them; 
he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them, 
because they take refuge in him. 

C: Refrain 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Using the metaphor 
of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s 
perfect life into eternity. 

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” Fool! What you sow 
does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare 
seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of 
seed its own body. 

     So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is 
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it 
is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first 
man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is 
first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man 
is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are 
those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of 
the man of heaven. 

     What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

P:   The word of the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Verse 

  

L: The holy Gospel according to Luke, the 6th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love, blessing, 
forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent brings 
the reward of overflowing blessing. 

[Jesus said:] “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from 
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and 
if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

     “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If 
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you 
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to 
receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward 
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

     “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day     Christ, Your Words of Love Confound Us 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

Text © 2019 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Music: Beach Spring, attr. B.F. White; Public Domain 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

Prayers of the People 

After each petition, the Pastor will say “God of light” and the congregation will respond, “hear our prayer”. 

Sharing of the Peace  

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:   And also with you.  

All are invited to share a sign of peace with those around them as we recognize the image of God in each other. 

Special Music – Choir – Be Still, for the Presence (Congregation joins the choir on verse 3) 

 Meal 
. God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ .  

Offering Song 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Offering Prayer 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

  

  

  

  

P: It is indeed right and salutary that…  

  The pastor continues, concluding…  

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

  

  

  

  

Thanksgiving at the Table 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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P: Let us pray with confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 

  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever. Amen. 

Lamb of God 

  

  

  

  

  

Communion is distributed 

Directions for Communion: All are invited to this meal of grace, including children. At the Usher’s direction, 
you are invited to advance to the communion rail through the centre aisle, commune in groups, and exit back 
to your pews through the window aisles, depositing your used wine/juice vessel in the repository tray at the 
head of each window aisle. If you would prefer to receive communion in your pew once all have come 
forward, please raise your hand and the servers will come to you. Wine is located in the two outer rings of the 
tray and the grape juice in the centre.  

Hymns Sung During Communion 

ELW  # 514 O Word of God Incarnate 

At the Feast by Peter Schuler 

ELW # 501 Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus  
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ACS # 976 Come and See (Chant) 

  

  

   

Communion Blessing 

Song After Communion 
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Prayer After Communion 

 Sending             
    .God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing   

P: The Spirit of the triune God 

 ☩ bless you with joy, 
 fill you with peace, 
 and send you in love. 
C: Amen. 

Sending Hymn  ELW  # 726  Light Dawns on a Weary World 

Dismissal  

P: Go in peace. Live in hope. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
February 23, 2025 

To open hyperlinks right-click on your mouse while on the link and select Open Hyperlink or Control-Click 

Flowers are placed on the altar in gratefulness that the power of forgiveness reconciles the fractured and 
divided, and that the Spirit guides us all into acts of love, forgiveness & merciful living in Jesus’s name.   

Today - Annual Congregational Meeting: Council has called the Annual General Meeting for today - Sunday, 
February 23, 2025. As usual, we will gather for a potluck lunch after the service and start the meeting as close 
to noon as possible. We hope you can stay and participate in the events that make up the life of our church. 

Book Club: The Book club will be meeting on Thursday, February 27 at 7:15 p.m. at Hansens’ home.  We will 
be discussing “The Disappearance of Rituals” by Byung Chul Han. The book for April is ‘The Passion and the 
Cross' by Ronald Rolheiser. All are welcome. If you need directions, please speak to Mogens, Lily or Kate. 

Celebrating the Gifts of Dorothy Durand: Some of us know that 
Dorothy Durand, a long time member of our church family who died 
in 2022, was a writer of fiction. Now her daughter, Shannon Svingen-
Jones, has published her novel “Beyond the Colour of His Skin: 
Fighting Prejudice, Finding Purpose” and her anthology “Moments 
that Move Us: A collection of short stories of life’s transformative 
moments.” 

Order copies at amazon.ca. All proceeds support GSLC. Whether you 
buy, borrow, or browse them, we hope you'll be heartened by the 
faith and hope that shine through in her writing.  Thanks be to God 
for the gift of Dorothy Durand, a woman of "strong family values, a 
positive attitude, a zest for life, and steadfast faith. 

Sip with the Spirit:  Our next Sip with the Spirit evening is this coming Wednesday, February 26th at 7 pm. 
We’re still firming up a location, so stay tuned for further details. 

One Body: Better Together in Christ: This March churches from the BC Synod will come together to talk about 
our work together as a synod who are One Body: Better Together in Christ. We will gather at King of Life 
Lutheran in Coquitlam on March 22-23, for a full day on Saturday and until noon or so on Sunday. We 
encourage you to prayerfully consider if this may be something for you. The synod hopes to see two to three 
lay leaders from each congregation, and their rostered leader, together for conversation and consultation. All 
costs will be covered by the synod. More information and registration details will follow very soon! Let Pastor 
Eric know of your interest, and thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

Letter on Non-Binary Safety: National and Synodical leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada (ELCIC) have written a letter to the church on non-binary safety. You can read it posted on the Church 
Bulletin Board, or click here. 

Support for Gaza: The ELCIC & CLWR continue to respond to the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 
Donations are still critically welcome. Please consider making a gift in any of the following ways:  
• Make a designated offering for "Gaza Relief" through any ELCIC congregation. 
• Call CLWR at 1-800-661-2597 (locally at 204-694-5602) to donate or go online at clwr.org/gaza 
• Send a cheque made payable to CLWR and mailed to CLWR, 400-185 Carlton St., Winnipeg, MB R3C 3J1.  

Please indicate that you wish to contribute to "Gaza Relief" 

http://amazon.ca/
https://elcic.ca/2025/02/11/letter-to-the-church-on-non-binary-safety-asking-all-to-join-in-prayer-learning-speaking-out/
https://www.clwr.org/gaza-response?fbclid=IwY2xjawIHK5hleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHRqWi5qaTiBradvPPxSJbFZDFenqjpPUtbkm-eTCTy2SKg9wZvnxgLFnGw_aem_roe25Bh5ya8q0FPWdhtsAA
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WCC Calls on President Trump to Follow International Law for a Just Peace in Gaza: World Council of 
Churches (WCC) general secretary Rev. Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay has described the proposal of US President Trump 
as "tantamount to proposing full-scale ethnic cleansing and neo-colonization of the homeland of the 2 million 
Palestinians of Gaza." To read the full statement, please click here. We pray for peace, justice, and respect for 
all people who suffer under the tyranny of the powerful in this world. 

Jason Wood’s New Album: Jason Wood, our ignYte Youth Group Leader, is crowdfunding for a new album of 
Advent Songs which he plans to record sometime this year. For more details and to participate see the poster 
on page 6.  

Leaders Welcome Ceasefire Agreement: To read the letter written by Bishop Susan C. Johnson and Acting 
Primate The Most Rev. Anne Germond on the news of a Israeli/Hamas ceasefire agreement please click here. 

Tri-Cities Emergency Winter Shelter Program: Despite the unusually warm weather we are currently 
experiencing, during the month of February, Good Shepherd is assisting St. Laurence with the Tri-Cities 
Emergency Winter Shelter Program. There is a sign-up sheet on the Usher’s Table to volunteer for morning or 
evening shifts and for taking on other duties like making sandwiches for lunches, or maybe even preparing a 
warm dinner meal. To that end, we are now starting to collect specific food and clothing items to help keep 
St. Laurence’s food pantry and donation closet fully stocked for the month. Please see the specific items they 
need on page 5. Donation Bins are in the Narthex to receive your food and clothing donations, and please sign 
up on the sign-up sheet to help out as you are able. 

Jubilee Debt 2025: Turn Debt Into Hope: KAIROS & its ecumenical partners is leading Jubilee 2025 - part of a 
global movement addressing the urgent crises of unjust debt and ecological harm. The goals of this campaign 
include the following: debt cancellation for unjust & unsustainable debts; global financial reform to prevent 
future crises; and a debt resolution framework within the United Nations that is transparent, binding and fair. 
If you would like to know more please click here.  

BLACK HISTORY MONTH  

• Black History Month Video Series and Sunday: The Racial Justice Committee of the Eastern Synod will be 
releasing a series of videos to help us learn more about racialized perspectives across our church. To 
access these videos, please click here. 

• Black History Month Sunday Service:  Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Waterloo, invited you to join their Black 
History Month Service on Sunday, February 23 at 11:00 a.m. (Eastern Time). To learn more, please click 
here  

2025 NATIONAL CONVENTION:  

• Election of new National Bishop: After 18 years of service leading the ELCIC as national bishop, Rev. Susan 
Johnson has announced she will be retiring from her role at the conclusion of her current term, which 
coincides with the 2025 National Convention.  To assist the church in this transition, National Church 
Council (NCC) has thoughtfully considered a discernment process in the lead up to the election of the new 
national bishop.   More information can be found here.  

• Nominations are Open for the ELCIC Leadership Award: Do you know someone, rostered or lay, who 
should be recognized for their outstanding contribution in service to the wider church? Nominate them for 
the ELCIC Leadership Award! To find more information including downloading the Nomination 
Form, please click here. All nominations must be postmarked or emailed by February 28, 2025. 

https://oikoumene.org/resources/documents/wcc-statement-on-the-future-of-gaza
https://www.anglicanlutheran.ca/statements/leaders-welcome-ceasefire-agreement/
https://www.kairoscanada.org/jubilee-2025-canada
https://easternsynod.org/BHM2025/
https://mzlc.ca/
https://mzlc.ca/
https://elcic.ca/2024/10/22/discernment-process-launched-in-advance-of-national-bishop-election/
https://elcic.ca/national-convention/leadership-award/


- 16 - 

COMPASSIONATE JUSTICE & CREATION CARE:  

• Synod Anti-Poverty Grants 2025: The ELCIC and CLWR work in partnership to challenge the causes and 
respond to the consequences of injustice and poverty through Compassionate Justice Initiatives. The BC 
Synod is accepting applications for funds for such initiatives. The application deadline is March 15, 2025. 
You can find out more here. (hyperlink to https://bcsynod.org/news/compassionate-justice-initiatives)  

• Ecumenical Devotional towards Anti-Racism: A new online resource promoting Anti-Racism was created 
by a subcommittee of The Canadian Council of Churches' Commission on Justice and Peace. The 
contributors, most of whom are Indigenous, Black, and People of Colour, are from diverse denominations, 
ages, and locations across Canada, and were invited to reflect on self-selected scriptures and their 
personal experiences. All are invited to access this devotional by clicking here.  

• Concern About Changes to Immigration: The federal government’s recent announcement to cut 
immigration is not of benefit to the rights and wellbeing of migrant workers in Canada. This announcement 
is based on fears that newcomers are exacerbating the housing and affordability crisis without a deeper 
analysis of the sources of these problems. Read more analysis in this thoughtful article from KAIROS. 

• Seeking Carbon Reduction with Honesty, Prayer and Empathy - A Reflection on Climate Justice: The 
ELCIC Task Force on Carbon Neutrality is writing monthly reflections on climate justice to encourage 
engagement, share resources, and call for prayer, reflection and learning. The first reflection, by Rev. 
Andrea Wilhelm is now available. Please click here. 

 

A gentle reminder that in consideration of those who have severe sensitivities and allergies, the church 
has been designated a fragrance-free zone. Your understanding and cooperation is greatly appreciated.  

https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=bcsynod.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9iY3N5bm9kLm9yZy9uZXdzL2NvbXBhc3Npb25hdGUtanVzdGljZS1pbml0aWF0aXZlcw==&i=NjE3NmY3MTkwZTI4Y2MwZmQ2OWE2YTI5&t=THduRXZyZEZyMlNZZXpPV3FXU2wvZ3hjSzgxdEVadE40VmJrVEtmU2k4RT0=&h=b50cca5a0df347aaa78d7283bd77e1ca&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVY19mI1yvVKg63frTw0kI6HYw0t1NuU9rpFFwn-qoEKYg
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=b7df0f41d7&e=9544fa5082
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=88bae155fd&e=9544fa5082
https://www.kairoscanada.org/changes-to-immigration-a-step-backwards-for-human-rights-in-canada
https://elcic.ca/climate-justice/task-force-on-carbon-neutrality/
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   Last Week at Church 

Financial information from December 18: 

 

 

This Week At Church (Note 1) 

This Sunday ………. Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:30 am   
 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany Worship Service with Holy Communion 
  and Sunday School at 10:30 am  (View live-stream here). 
 Annual Congregational Meeting beginning as close to noon as possible 

Tuesday ………….... Woodworking and Crafters Group at 10 am 
 Ladies Luncheon at noon at Ricky’s Restaurant (100 Schoolhouse, Coquitlam) 
  
Wednesday ………. Lectio Divina Prayer Group Gathering at 1:30 pm 
 Sip with the Spirit at 7 pm. Location TBA 
 
Thursday …………… Happy Hour at 4 pm 
 Book Club at the home of Lily & Mogens at 7:15 

Friday ………………..  ignYte Tri-Cities Worship Night at 7 pm  

Next Sunday ……… Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:30 am  
 Transfiguration Sunday Worship Service with Holy Communion 
  and reception of new members at 10:30 am  (View live-stream here)  
 Council Retreat at 1 pm 
 
 

Note: Most events are in-person events except those noted “on Zoom” or “Online”. The links to these online 
events are accessible through our website. Our Sunday morning worship service is offered in-person, live-
streamed and via on-line recording posted to our website shortly after the service is over, unless otherwise 
noted. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Financial Information for:              February 2nd December 30-31    

Total Offerings: $ 3,955.00  

     General $ 3,660.00  
     Designated Gifts:  
     - Youth Group $ 60.00  
     - Memorial Fund $ 40.00 
     - CLWR $ 25.00  
     - Special Initiatives Fund $ 20.00 
     - Memorial Fund (Property) $ 150.00 

 - Youth Group $ .00 

Bob & Linda Berry are 

currently in Mexico for a 

couple of weeks. 

Accordingly, financial 

reporting for February 9
th 

and beyond will be delayed 

until their return. 

about:blank
about:blank
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                                     Tri-Cities Emergency Shelter 

                                      Donation Lists for February 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

= 

LUNCHES 

DRINKS 

OTHER 

Travel-Sized TOILETRIES 

MISCELLANEOUS 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Red_apple.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Welcome to 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

We welcome you to worship today.  It is our prayer that you sense the joy that is present in 
Jesus Christ.  God loves and values each of you without conditions attached.  We bring our 
joys and needs before God, trusting in God's presence.  

 

1504 Sprice Avenue, Coquitlam, BC, V3J 2P6 

Phone:  604-936-2939 

 goodshepherd@telus.net www.gslcc.ca 

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 
   @GSLCoquitlam 

 
  Pastor Eric Krushel  Cell: 604-220-5450 
   Office: 604-936-2939 

General  Office  Hours 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 10:00 – 2:00 

We always recommend phoning before stopping by. 

 

 

 

about:blank

