Second Sunday in Christmas
Epiphany of Our Lord January 4, 2026

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE KWIKWETLEM
FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATzZIE, MUSQUEAM,
SQUAMISH AND STO:LO NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS LAND SINCE
TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION.

Liturgy: Now the Feast and Celebration

Gathering

‘ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God ‘

Welcome, Announcements and Land Acknowledgement

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin
and welcome God'’s forgiveness, grace, and love.

Silence is kept for reflection

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.
Forgive our lack of faith and trust.

Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable.
Forgive our neglect of the poor.

The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem.
Forgive our selfishness and complacency.
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With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For | bring
you good news of great joy. Today is born a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord.”

In +F Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven.
May you know the peace which the angels sang from the heavens.
Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy!

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn ELW # 300 — The First Noel

Greeting and Prayer

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of God sent from heaven above,
be with you all.

C:  And also with you
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The_— Lord be with you. And_. al - so with you.
Prayer of the Day

Word

\ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song ‘

Children’s Time

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her
midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and
thereby declare God'’s praise.

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.




P: The word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
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All kings shall bow down be - fore him.

L: Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.
C:  Refrain

L: May he live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
C:  Refrain

L: May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles
render him tribute,
may the kings of Sheba and Seba
bring gifts.
May all kings fall down before him,
all nations give him service.
C:  Refrain

L: For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.
He has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy.
From oppression and violence he redeems their life;
and precious is their blood in his sight.
C: Refrain

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and
others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation.

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— for surely you have
already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind,

-5-




as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working
of his power. Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles
the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and
confidence through faith in him.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Verse
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L: The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12

God'’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway
land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,
and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
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Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

L:  The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day ELW # 303 — Brightest and Best of the Stars
Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the People

After each petition, the pastor will say "God of grace upon grace" and the congregation will respond "hear our
prayer."

Sharing of the Peace

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:  And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with those around them, as we recognize the image of God in each other.

Meal

‘ God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ ‘

Offering and Offering Prayer




The Great Thanksgiving
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Thanksgiving at the Table
The pastor prays... and concludes with:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come, come again.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come, come again.
The pastor prays... and concludes with:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
The pastor prays... and concludes with:
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
This we pray through Jesus Christ, Our risen Savior and our friend...
Through Christ, With Christ, In Christ
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial




and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God
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Communion is distributed

Directions for Communion: Any adult or child who believes that Christ is present in this meal is welcome to
participate. At the Pastor’s direction, you are invited to advance to the communion rail through the centre aisle,
commune and then exit back to your pews through the window aisles, depositing your used wine/juice vessel
in the repository tray at the head of each window aisle. Please note that grape juice is offered in the three
centre rings of the tray, and serving of the common cup of wine follows the serving tray. A common cup is also
available if you prefer, and a gluten-free option is also available in lieu of bread. Just make your preferences
known at the time of service. If you choose to remain in your pew to take communion, once all group
communing at the rail has ended, please raise your hand to make yourself known and the pastor will come
around with bread, followed by the communion assistants with individual glasses of wine and grape juice.
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Hymns Sung During Communion
ELW # 293 That Boy-Child of Mary
At the Feast by Peter Schuler
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ACS # 908 — In A Far-Off Place, Jesus Comes
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1 In a far - off place, Je - sus comes to earth.
2 For the poor in heart, Je - sus comes to earth.
3 In our deep - est night, Je - sus comes to earth:
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under Onelicense #A-710776.

Text and music © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed

ACS # 911 - Glory to God
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Text and Music: © Marcus Veenstra, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Printed and streamed under OnelLicense #A-710776.

Communion Blessing

Thanks be to You
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Prayer After Communion
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Sending

‘ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Sending Blessing

P:  The triune God,

glorious Mystery,

holy Incarnate One,

abiding Comforter,

*F bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn ACS # 914 - Jesus, the Light of the World
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2 Joy - ful, all you na - tions, rise; Je-sus, the Light of the world;

3 Christ,by high - est heav’n a - dored, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
4 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Je-sus, the Light of the world;
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join  the tri-umph of the skies; Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
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Dismissal

P:  Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!

Thanks be to God.

Go in joy. Share God’s redeeming grace.

Copyright SundaysandSeasons.com & Now the Feast and Celebration
© 1990 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, Il
60638. All rights reserved. Used under license agreement.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
January 4, 2026

To open hyperlinks, right-click your mouse while on the link and select Open Hyperlink or Control-Click

Flowers have been placed on the altar in gratitude to God for his presence in our life and our church, and in prayer
that the wisdom of the Holy Spirit may continue to lead & guide our service in the new year ahead.

Today After the Service: Following our Second Sunday of Christmas/Epiphany worship service all are welcome
to stay for an extended time of coffee & fellowship with our traditional Leftover Christmas Baking Potluck. And
thank you to all who contributed to our potluck — making our feasting today possible!

Next Sunday — Movie Night: Our next Movie Night will be next Sunday, January 11. We will be watching “Wake
Up Dead Man”, the brand new film in the “Knives Out” murder mystery series. As always, we will meet at 4 pm
at Peter Schuler’s home to watch the movie, followed by a potluck dinner and discussion. All are welcome!

2026 Donation Envelopes: Boxes of Donation Envelopes for 2026 are now in your mail slots. If you didn’t get a
box but would like one, or if you received a box but no longer require one, please let the office know your
preference and it will be done. Thank you!

Blanket Exercise at Como Lake United: Como Lake United Church will be hosting the Blanket Exercise on Saturday
morning, January 17 and Sunday afternoon, January 25. They are holding open six spots for registrants from our
congregation for each day. The Blanket Exercise is a powerful way of engaging in education around the history of
Settler/Indigenous relations in Canada. Several of us have experienced it in different forums and have been
affected deeply. Please see the poster that follows for further information. Sign up on the sign-up sheet to secure
a spot on your preferred day.

CLAY is coming to Nanaimo!: CLAY (national youth gathering) will take place in Nanaimo from August 19-22,
2027. 2027 will be taking place in Nanaimo, BC on August 19 - 22, 2027! This gathering takes a bunch of
volunteers to make happen. Please consider how you might be able to help out. An info session will be hosted at
our church on Monday, January 19, 2026 at 7 pm. See poster that follows for more details.

BE THE CHANGE: Songs of Reflection and Empowerment: THE SANCTUARY ON 6™ is hosting the Rainbow Chorus’s
(Anita McDonnell and Kris Mathiasen are members) concert on January 26 at 7 pm in New Westminster. Tickets
purchases can be made online or at the door. See the poster that follows for all the details.

Singing in the Lutheran Tradition: A LTS Course: Our Saskatoon Seminary is hosting a Zoom Based Course
exploring Lutheran Hymnody and its role in shaping faith. It will run Mondays, 5:00-8:00 pm | Jan 5-Feb 13

& Mar 9-Apr 20. This course is open to everyone. For more information and to register contact Colleen Walker,
Registrar at colleen.walker@saskatoontheologicalunion.ca

Christmas Messages:

e Video Message from ELCIC National Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
e Messages from the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation

Christmas Food Drive: Thank you to all who contributed any non-perishable food to our food drive. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated by all.

2026 LWF Peace Messengers Training: If you are an ELCIC member between the ages of 18 and 30 years, consider
applying for the LWF Peace Messengers Training offered by Lutheran World Federation to empower and equipe
young people to act as peace multipliers and create more peaceful and just societies. For information click here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egED9zPe0nw
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/wcc-christmas-message-holy-family-holy-faith-connects-us-all
https://lutheranworld.org/news/lwf-2025-advent-calendar-messages-faith
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EZPkYT9MFECPu0OHiy4DVKsl54lk6cpAv5eR2Pc-glFURElUWkoxUVFOQzY5N0VDS1QwTkhQSFo3Sy4u&route=shorturl

‘Every Square Foot Counts’ - Educational Opportunities for Congregations:

> How can our church buildings be welcoming, secure, and life-giving for all who enter? This month’s
blog, “Safe by Design: Caring for Our Church Buildings and Community,” introduces CPTED principles and
shows how thoughtful design supports hospitality, stewardship & community well-being. Read post here.

ignYte Return it Express Account: You’'re invited to support our ignYte Youth Ministry 36' “E BT 2

with your recyclables. See the instructions on the bulletin board.

Downstairs Daycare: Green Apple Daycare has spaces available for ages 3 — 5 years old. Please contact us at
greenappledaycare@hotmail.com or 604 —318 —3417 for information and to set up a tour. Or visit their website.

WIDER CHURCH NEWS:

¢ Invitation to join ELCIC Task Forces: The ELCIC is seeking passionate, committed members from across
Canada to join one of three task forces shaping our church’s ongoing work in justice, inclusion, and faithful
witness. For more information see the most recent congregational newsletter.

e ELCIC Volunteer Opportunities:- Ecumenical Justice Committees: The ELCIC is seeking representatives for
two ecumenical committees: Project Ploughshares Management Board & The Commission on Justice and
Peace of the Canadian Council of Churches. For more information, please contact Rev. Paul Gehrs, Assistant
to the Bishop at pgehrs@elcic.ca.

COMPASSIONATE JUSTICE & CREATION CARE:
e Justice Updates: The following are updates on some significant issues of our time:

o 16 Days: United in the Fight Against Digital violence

o Anglicans and Lutherans Reaffirm Support for Refugees

o A Decade of Strengthening Communities Through a Rights-Based Approach

e Green House Gas (GHG) Inventory Calculator: The ELCIC has developed a Green House Gas (GHG) Inventory
Calculator for congregations to assist faith communities in monitoring GHG emissions. To learn more contact
Rev. Paul Gehrs, Assistant to the Bishop at pgehrs@elcic.ca.

A gentle reminder that in consideration of those who have severe sensitivities and allergies, the church has
been designated a fragrance-free zone. Your understanding and cooperation is greatly appreciated.
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https://lutheranworld.org/news/anglicans-and-lutherans-reaffirm-support-refugees
https://lutheranworld.org/news/decade-strengthening-communities-through-rights-based-approach
mailto:pgehrs@elcic.ca?subject=&body=

This Week At Church (Note 1)

This Sunday ......... Bible Study at 9:30 am (Zoom or in-person)
Second Sunday of Christmas/Epiphany worship service with Holy Communion
at 10:30 am (view it here), followed by an extended time of coffee &
fellowship including a ‘leftover Christmas baking’ potluck!

Tuesday ....ccceeeene Woodworking & Crafters Group at 10 am
Wednesday .......... Prayer Gathering over Zoom at 1:30 pm
Thursday .............. Choir Practice at 7 pm

Next Sunday ......... Bible Study at 9:30 am (Zoom or in-person)

Baptism of Our Lord worship service with Holy Communion and Sunday School
at 10:30 am (view it here)

Confirmation Class at 1 pm

Movie Night at Peter Schuler’s viewing Wake Up Dead Man at 4 pm

Note: Most events are in-person events except those noted “on Zoom” or “Online”. The links to these online
events are accessible through our website here. Our Sunday morning worship service is offered in-person, live-
streamed and via on-line recording posted to our website shortly after the service is over, unless otherwise
noted.

Last Week at Church
Financial Information for: Dec 24" & Dec 25% December 28t
Total Offerings: S 4,125.00 S 9,318.13
General S 4,025.00 S 9,003.10
Designated Gifts:
- D/rectly.on Flooring Debt S 100.00 ignYte Youth Account Bottle
- Memorial FUNG ...t er e S 100.00 Returns:
- 1ason WoOod FUNG .....ccuoeerieerieceiie et eereaes S 100.00
= PrOPEItY FUNG ..ot e ese et e sseeeeeeeee S 50.00 Another $50.03 ~ towards
- Offering ENVEIOPES .....ceevveveveeereeee et S 15.00 Youth Fundraising
- Bottle Return Proceeds deposited into Youth Account . S 50.03 Thank you, Katie, for your creative
fundraising idea,
Ruth Robert’s Silent Auction & Bake Sale and to all who take the time to return
proceeds paid directly on flooring debt: heir bottles T donate the proceeds to
Another $100.00 ~ a good cause (our youth ©)
for a grand total of $768.00!! N - W
e = B3 3emps ~
Thank you, Ruth, for your creative fundraising idea 2 < &= Wbl
and to all who participated in the fun! E Ot ,M
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From the National Office

Staff Grcctings

As our staff get ready for Christmas and a short time of rest, we pause with gratitude—
for the work we share, for the communities we serve, and for the many ways we are
connected as church. Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support. May this holy

season bring you rest, hope, and joy.

National Office
staff
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2 Now WESTM) 2« BLENDING VOICES, CHANGING MEARTS

BE THE CHANGE:

* ARTISTIC DIRECTOR:
FRANK ZIEGINSON
PIANIST:

JAMES DEKKER WAN-TING MO

Q ‘Mumvouo“ \|’
beheld belong believe

]AN 25 CORNER OF QUEENS AVE & 6 ST
2026 7:00 PM [DOORS OPEN 6:30) “

NEW WESTMINSTER

www.rainbowchorusnewwestminster.com ‘
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Blanket Exercise
Workshop

Cecelia Reekie is a proud member of
the Haisla First Nation. She believes
deeply in the power of personal
storytelling to raise awareness and
foster understanding of Indigenous
cultures and the history of Indigenous
Peoples in Canada. Speaking from the
heart, Cecelia thoughtfully weaves
together her diverse life experiences
to create meaningful and engaging
cultural workshops. She currently
serves as a Cultural Presenter with the
Langley School District, where she
shares her knowledge and
perspectives with students, educators,
and the wider community.

Join us for this special Blanket
Exercise Workshop with
facilitator, Cecelia Reekie.

There are currently two dates
available, and seating
is limited.

Como Lake United Church
535 Marmont Street, Coquitlam

January 17, 2026 at 10 am
January 25,2026 at 1 pm

To RSVP contact:
Email

Call

When seats are full, you will be
added to a waitlist for
future dates.
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Welcome to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

We welcome you to worship today. It is our prayer that you sense the joy that is present in
Jesus Christ. God loves and values each of you without conditions attached. We bring our joys
and needs before God, trusting in God's presence.

1504 Sprice Avenue, Coquitlam, BC, V3J 2P6
Phone: 604-936-2939
goodshepherd@telus.net www.gslcc.ca

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube
@GSLCoquitlam

Pastor Eric Krushel Cell: 604-220-5450
Office: 604-936-2939

General Office Hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

10:00 —2:00 | 10:00—2:00 10:00 —2:00 10:00 -2:00 | 10:00—-2:00

We alwa95 recommend Phoning before stoPPing }39.

Good Shepherd DONATE
Website N OW
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