Seventh Sunday of Easter
Ascension of Our Lord May 17, 2026

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE LIVE AND WORSHIP ON THE UNCEDED TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF THE KWIKWETLEM
FIRST NATION, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE SHARED TERRITORIES OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, KATZIE, MUSQUEAM,
SQUAMISH AND STO:LO NATIONS. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CARED FOR THIS LAND SINCE
TIME IMMEMORIAL AS WE SEEK TO JOURNEY TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RECONCILIATION.

Liturgy: Setting 8

Gathering

‘ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God‘

Welcome & Announcements
Thanksgiving for Baptism

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P:  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
We thank you for the water you send and the water you give:
morning dew, gentle rain, flowing rivers.
Blessed are you.
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P:  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness
We thank you for meeting us wherever we are on the road of life,
for walking with us through easy places and rough places,
and for joining us in our joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P:  Holy Spirit,
you open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts to the joy of friendship.
Melt away whatever keeps us frozen
in patterns of fear and distrust of each other.
Blessed are you.
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P:  Holy One,
we thank you for the gift of baptism,
and for renewing us, through this water,
in the new life won for us
in the resurrection of your Son, our Lord,
to whom we give honour and praise,
now and forever.

C: Amen.




Gathering Hymn - ELW # 634 - All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!

Greeting

P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the life-giving love of God,

and the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you.
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Glory to God in the Highest (p.185)
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P:
C:

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day




Word

‘ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song ‘

Children’s Time

First Reading — Acts 1:1-11
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out from
Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts.

In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when
he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them
over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have
heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from

’

now.

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.’

P: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 93
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I will call up - on the name of  the LoORD.

L: The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty;
the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.
He has established the world; it shall never be moved;
your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.
C:  Refrain

L: The floods have lifted up, O Lord,
the floods have lifted up their voice;
the floods lift up their roaring.

More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters,
more majestic than the waves of the sea,
majestic on high is the Lord!

C: Refrain




L: Your decrees are very sure;
holiness befits your house,
O Lord, for evermore.

C:  Refrain

Second Reading — Ephesians 1:15-23

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we are given the
wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance
provides.

| have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this reason | do not
cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. | pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes
of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his
glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put
all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.

P:  Word of God, word of life.
C:  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (p. 188)
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P:  The holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel — Luke 24:44-53

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the Holy
Spirit.

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you—that everything
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their




minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, | am sending upon you
what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them,
he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day O Christ, When You Ascended (Tune #805 — Lead On, O King Eternal!)

Chrlst', when you ascended, you took your rightful throne; Text Copyright © 2007 by
Your time on earth had ended — yet we weren't left alone. Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Al
You reign o'er earth and heaven; your Spirit guides our way. rights reserved. Included
Your prayers uphold your people; you lead your church each day. in Songs of Grace: New Hymns

for God and Neighbor (Upper

We look at earthly rulers and see what they command: Room Books, 2009).

We note their years of power, the borders of their land. Music: Public Domain.

Yet, Lord, you are not bounded by things like time and space;
Your reign is never-ending, you rule in every place.

We're tempted. Lord, to leave you in stories nicely told;
Sometimes we don't believe you and say your ways are old.
Sometimes we feel so lonely and live in doubt and fear —
But your ascension means, Lord, you're present with us here.

It's often quite a challenge to follow in your Way;

We're easily distracted! It's hard, Lord, to obey.
Sometimes we give you Sundays — an hour, maybe two —
But your ascension means, Lord, all life belongs to you.

One day, O Lord, we'll know you, as we are fully known;

One day this world of sinners will bow before your throne.
One day, God's whole creation will sing and praise your name;
On earth as now in heaven, we'll celebrate your reign.

Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of Heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,




and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition, the pastor will say "Living God" and the congregation will respond "hear our prayer."
Sharing of the Peace

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

All are invited to share a sign of peace with those around them, as we recognize the image of God in each other.

Meal

‘ God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Offering & Offering Prayer

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Life up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T09 09 0D

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places ...
... We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy (p. 190)
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Thanksgiving at the Table
The Lord’s Prayer
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Lamb of God (p. 191)
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Communion is distributed:

Directions for Communion: All are invited to this meal of grace, including children. At the Usher’s direction, you
are invited to advance to the communion rail through the centre aisle, commune in groups, and exit back to
your pews through the window aisles, depositing your used wine/juice vessel in the repository tray at the head
of each window aisle. Wine is located in the two outer rings of the tray and the grape juice in the centre. We
also have a gluten-free option for bread, and the common cup for wine. Please note your preference at the time
of serving. If you would prefer to receive communion in your pew once all have come forward, please raise your
hand and the servers will come to you.

Songs Sung During Communion:
ELW # 604 — O Christ, Our Hope
ELW # 825 - You Servants of God
ELW # 464 — Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal
ELW # 388 — Be Not Afraid (Chant)

Prayer after Communion

Sending

| God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world |

Sending Blessing

P:  Now may God Almighty, the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Holy Spirit, our advocate and peace,

*F bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW # 434 - Jesus Shall Reign
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
May 17, 2026

(To open hyperlinks, try right-clicking your mouse while on the link and select Open Hyperlink or Control-Click)

Flowers are placed on the altar by the Startin family in celebration of family (and a friend’s) birthdays.
Happy Birthday Donata, Nadine I Flora!

TODAY: Communion Assistants Workshop: Your Worship Team is sponsoring a Communion Assistant’s
Workshop, scheduled for after the service today. It is open to everyone who may be curious about possibly
getting involved in volunteering as a Communion Assistant, and will be a quick refresher for those already
volunteering in this capacity. All are welcome, so please plan on staying.

TODAY: Garage Sale Related Task: Please stay after the service and help set up tables in advance of the garage
sale next Saturday. We'll be ready to accept your drop off items TODAY and THROUGHOUT THIS WEEK when
volunteers are here and the church is open. Thank you for your help with this charity fundraiser!

NEXT SATURDAY - Garage Sale: Saturday, May 23 from 9 am to 2 pm: Our annual Garage Sale, which raises
money for Aunt Leah’s Place, One Eagle’s Wings, and The Good Samaritan, will be held as usual on the Saturday
following the Victoria Day Long Weekend. Please sign-up to help as you are able.

NEXT SATURDAY - Installation of Rev. Courtenay Reedman Parker: On Saturday, May 23™ Rev. Courtenay
Reedman Parker will be installed at Mount Zion Lutheran Church in New Westminster at 3:30pm. See poster
that follows.

Outreach Toiletry Drive: We will be collecting toiletry items during the month of May until Sunday, May 31°.
These items will then be distributed to the unhoused and precariously housed through various agencies. Items
to consider donating: combs, deodorant, bar soap, feminine products, adult diapers {high need}, new men’s and
women’s socks...think hygiene & items for personal cleanliness. There is a bin in the narthex for your donations.
Thank you for your consideration to, this worthwhile endeavor.

Save the Date: June 7t Potluck: The Good Shepherd Women’s Group together with the Fellowship Team are
organizing another yummy potluck for Sunday, June 7. Dessert is taken care of, but you’ll be asked to bring
either a main dish or a side dish (think appetizer or salad) to share. Start pulling out those recipes and save the
date and plan on coming. @

Save the Date! Vacation Bible School 2026: Planning is underway for VBS Summer 2026. It will be held August
24-28, 9:00-12:00, hosted by Saint Laurence and Good Shepherd. VBS is for kids ages 4-11. Our program is filled
with learning and fun through games, crafts, storytelling, science experiments and music. More details and
registration information coming soon. Mark your calendars! And If you would like to help out in any way -
behind the scenes or "on the scene" - please contact Amy MacLeod our VBS co-coordinator, or Pastor Eric.

Conversations Across the Church: The next Conversation Across the Church hosted by Bishop Larry will be on
Sunday, May 24, including time to worship, listen, learn and reflect together on how God is work with and
among us. Register now at the following link.

ELCIC Day of Action: Sunday, May 315t is the ELCIC Day of Action to celebrate the 40" Anniversary Year of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. Churches have been encouraged to ‘show up’ through an act of
kindness; to live out God’s Grace in the community. To that end, we will be collecting items for the toiletry
drive, all sale proceeds from our garage sale will go to charity, and members of our property team helped an
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/s27TUCRVTGS2EUyJJBvLKg#/registration

elderly neighbour remove green waste from his property a few weeks ago. We will also be celebrating with a
cake after the service that day. If you’d like to order a special ELCIC T-Shirt, please click here. Please note that
the online webstore requires at least 10 business days for T-Shirt orders to be delivered.

CLWR Emergency Appeal- Sudan: As the crisis in Sudan enters its fourth year, it remains the world's largest
humanitarian crisis. The conflict has forced an estimated 14 million people from their homes. Approximately 4.4
million have fled to neighbouring countries, particularly Chad and South Sudan — countries already grappling
with hunger and insecurity. The Government of Canada has announced funding for a joint humanitarian
response in partnership with CARE Canada and Oxfam Canada. You can contribute to this important cause by
donating here.

Cross Border Friendship Gathering: Our BC Synod and the Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA have
planned a gathering to share fellowship and food with our Lutheran siblings beyond our border. We will meet at
Old Orchard Picnic Area in Canada on Sunday, June 14. If you are interested in joining Pastor Eric, please
register here. See the poster that follows for details.

Seeking Accommodation: Yvon Malenfant and Michelle Ryu are seeking temporary housing. If you have any, or
know of any, please let them know. Yvon writes:
We are looking for temporary housing for the interim. 1 bedroom with a bathroom would be great!
Something not too expensive. Let us know if you have anything. Thank you for your kind
consideration.
Yvon & Michelle: 778-862-5240Y / 778-863-5240 M

Middle East Emergency Appeal: In response to the events in the Middle East, the ELCIC and Canadian Lutheran
World Relief (CLWR) has launched an Emergency Appeal for the Middle East to provide emergency relief to
children and families that have had to flee their homes. You can donate through your regular offering method
designated for “Middle East Appeal” or online at CLWR here.

We are One Body — Part 2: Our BC Synod is continuing a journey that began last year, of connecting, reflecting
and growing together as a community of congregations. All congregations are invited to send a team of 4
individuals (including their Pastor) for a weekend gathering led by an outside facilitator. It will happen at King of
Life Lutheran Church from June 5-7.

Youth Camp: BC Synod is hosting a Youth Camp later this year from August 10-14 at Loon Lake Lodge in Maple
Ridge. It is open to all youth ages 11 to 18. If you are interested in helping in any capacity with this event, please
contact the synod office at bcsynod@elcic.ca.

‘Every Square Foot Counts’ — Educational Opportunities for Congregations:

> This month’s blog post is “A Quiet Practice of Care” which invites congregations to reflect on how their
buildings and land they sit on are seen and understood by their neighbourhoods. Read the full blog here.

> Practical Climate Action for Church Buildings Workshop: Check out a summary of the workshop here.

> Upcoming Workshop — There will be a workshop on how to calculate and communicate fair pricing for
rental and user groups on Thursday, May 21, @ 7:30 pm over Zoom. Register here. See a PDF with more
information here.

with your recyclables. See the instructions on the bulletin board.
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https://elcic.ca/dayofaction/
https://www.clwr.org/news-events/joint-canadian-humanitarian-response-to-sudan-crisis-launches-with-8-5-million-in-initial-government-support
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXmtJPA1QU_47be--256EoobtLS4kZE1xHN8_ZODqm5ezzlA/viewform
https://donate.clwr.org/middle-east
file:///C:/Users/Church%20Admin/Church%20Files/Bulletins/cycle%20A%20bulletins%202026/bcsynod@elcic.ca
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vat332PZTHfRT6cOs2IMatiGXUdoToKi/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fVdISsCvKmZUA3pIQjsOUuCFIe0ZOWIe/edit
https://form.jotform.com/260266293287262
https://mcusercontent.com/fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0/files/bc6960ad-cc57-936f-ee65-5df9c5ce2dc4/05_2026_Blog_HiddenCostFree_Final.pdf

Partner Impact Grant Applications: Charitus is offering grants to ELCIC congregations for projects addressing
the elimination of poverty, reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, or sustainable environmental practices. If
you have an idea for such a project, please speak to any member of council before May 15,

Lutheran Manor Society of Vancouver BC - Notice of Rescheduling of AGM and Call for Nominations: View the
new rescheduling notice to Tuesday, June 23" here, and on the Church bulletin boards.

GREATER CHURCH NEWS

¢ Webinar on Digital Health: The World Council of Churches’ Faith and Science Working Group in partnership
with Transform Health, will host an online webinar exploring the real-world impact of digital health
technologies On Tuesday, May 19 at 9:00 a.m. EST (6 am PST) To register for this event, please click here.

e ELCJHL Newsletter: The April Newsletter of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land
(ELCJHL) is available now. Read it when you click here.

e A Message of Hope from ELCJHL Schools: In a recent Easter video message, students from the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) schools share a powerful witness of hope - lifting their
voices in faith amid ongoing uncertainty. To watch this Easter video, please click here.

A gentle reminder that in consideration of those who have severe sensitivities and allergies, the church has
been designated a fragrance-free zone. Your understanding and cooperation is greatly appreciated.
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https://mcusercontent.com/fb2b333d899bcb82b66768ea0/files/dc991376-fbdf-5947-3c86-7a3d9f7b2778/Luth_Manor_2026_Rescheduling_AGM.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_W-6QfK8TSiO6TxDADmK-SQ#/registration
https://www.elcjhl.org/uploads/media/4.%20ELCJHL%20Newsletter%20April%202026%20(2).pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11yElEo3C3LFerhOmLs08na8YwvGbm3kL/view?usp=sharing

This Sunday

Tuesday ....ccu.....

Wednesday

Thursday .....

This Week At Church (Note 1)

Bible Study at 9:30 am

Seventh Sunday in Easter/ Ascension of Our Lord Service with Holy Communion
at 10:30 am (view live-stream here), followed by

Communion Assistants Workshop

Help Set-Up Tables in the Fellowship Hall in advance of the Garage Sale

Woodworking & Crafters Group at 10 am — Cancelled
Garage Sale Organization from 10 am to noon
Confirmation at 4 pm

Prayer Gathering over Zoom at 1:30 pm

Garage Sale Organization from 7 pm to 9 pm
Church Council at 6 pm

Garage Sale Organization from 6 pm to ?
Garage Sale from 9 am to 2 pm (Clean up from 2 pm to 3:30 pm)

Bible Study at 9:30 am
Day of Pentecost worship service with Holy Communion and Sunday School
and the Baptism of Heidi Sommerfeld at 10:30 am  (view live-stream here)

Note: Most events are in-person events except those noted “on Zoom” or “Online”. The links to these online
events are accessible through our website here. Our Sunday morning worship service is offered in-person, live-
streamed and via on-line recording posted to our website shortly after the service is over, unless otherwise

noted.

Last Week at Church
Financial Information for: May 10t
Total Offerings: S 2,703.00
General S 2,383.00
Designated Gifts:
- Property Fund S 300.00
- Canada Lutheran World Relief $ 20.00
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FRIENDSHiP
GATHERING

NW WA Synod
& BC Synod

gathering in faith for
fellowship & food

14 June 26

2pmM-S5pm

Campbell Valley
Regional Park
in Langley, BC

Register here:
bcsynod.org/events
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British Columbia Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

A short note from Bishop Kathy

Dear BC Synod,

First, | want to thank you for this precious sabbatical time and your prayers. It has been a
wonderful time of reflection, learning and rest.

Very early in my sabbatical planning it became clear there would be 2-3 weeks of meetings that
it would not be helpful for me to miss. Realizing this we agreed on a flexible end date.

Now as the calendar turns to May | wanted to let you know that my first full day back in the
office will be May 20th. A few days prior | will start to review the emails that have come in over
the past few months so | can be better informed when meeting with the staff and the
leadership team when | return. | am extremely grateful for all the additional work they have
done while I've been away.

| am already looking forward to our Synod Council meeting and retreat at the end of May in
Nanaimo, and the One Body conversation event in Coquitlam that will follow in early June. | look
forward to catching up with many of you there.

In closing, | can’t thank you enough for the gift of this time! | look forward to seeing you soon!!!!
Blessings and warmest regards in Christ,

With gratitude,

Bishop Kathy
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PLENTY OF HOPE

Refugee Benefit Concert

Featuring the Gospel Sounds of

MARCUS MOSELY
&{RIENDS

o~ - SUNDAY MAY 31, 2026
N 1:30 PM

BENEDICTION LUTHERAN CHURCH

5575 6TH AVE
TSAWWASSEN

featuring

CHRISTINE MAGEE

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT:
benedictionlutheran.tickit.ca

Adults: $30
Senlors: $25

or emall: benediction@eastlink.ca

Tickets are also avallable at
the door

Presenced by
BENEDICTION LUTHERAN & TSAWWASSEN UNITED CHURCH




A

British Columbia Synod
in Canassda

Evannalical Lutheran Churek

You are cordially invited to
attend the Installation

of

Rev. C ourtenay Reedman
Parker

Saturday, May 23, 2026
3:30 pm

Mount Zion Lutheran

030 Cumberiand Street
New Westminster, BC V3L 3Ha

Reception to follow

Rostered Ministers are invited to vest.
The liturgical color is Red.
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Welcome to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

We welcome you to worship today. It is our prayer that you sense the joy that is present in
Jesus Christ. God loves and values each of you without conditions attached. We bring our joys
and needs before God, trusting in God's presence.

1504 Sprice Avenue, Coquitlam, BC, V3J 2P6
Phone: 604-936-2939

goodshepherd@telus.net www.gslcc.ca

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
@ GSLCoquitlam

Pastor Eric Krushel Cell: 604-220-5450
Office: 604-936-2939

General Office Hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

10:00 - 2:00 10:00 - 2:00 10:00 - 2:00 10:00 - 2:00 10:00 - 2:00

We alwags recommend Phoning before stoPPing }35

Good Shepherd DONATE
Website N OW
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